ABS - Spark Manual

SPARK

Label <ABS

printing.

Copyright 2000-2021 ABS. Spark Version 2.0.20.60 / 19-MAR-2021.

MS-Windows is a registered trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation.



ABS - Spark Manual

Contents

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ..ottt ettt st e s st e e st e s sttt e e s st e e e s saben e e s eaaes 6
FRAMEWORK OF THE MANUAL ... itveeesetteeeeetee e e setteeesssbeeessssassssstesssssbesssssesssssssesssssssssssssssssssssenesssseeses 7
CHAPTER 2 QUICK START oottt sttt te e s be e e be e e nbe e e sbe e e sbe e e s taeesbeeesteeesneeas 8
NS 7Y - 1 T R 8

(@ 18] [o1 11U 1| =SSR 8
STARTING SPARK ....ciiutveeeiitttte e ettt e e steee e s sttt e e abateesabeeeessabaeesaasbeeesssbesesssbaessasbeeesasbaesessbasesaasbanesanbeneessrens 8
IMAKING A LABEL DESIGN ....uuvviiiiteieeiittttesstttessitesssssstesssasssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssessssssssssesessns 9
SELECTING A LABEL DESIGN ..iiiiiiiiiuttiiiieeeesiitittieeeesssisbtttsesessssssassessesssassstsessssssssssbssssssssssisssssseessesss 10
MANUALLY PRINTING A LABEL ....utvtteiittiteeeettteeseteeessatteesssstsesasssesssasssesssssssessssssessssssssssssssesssssssssssseses 11
CHANGING A LABEL-DESIGN ... .uvtieiittieeeiettteesettesesssstsessisessssesssesssssesssasssssssosssssssssesessssssessssssssssssessssssees 11
CHAPTER 3 GLOBAL WORKINGS ...ttt ettt ettt be s v s 14
SCREEN-CONTENTS AND CONTROL .. .vvtiiitttieitteeesetteeessesessssissessssssessssssessssisssssssssesessssesesssssessssssssessssees 14
CHOOSING FROM A LIST 1uuttttitieeiiiiiiiieteeeessiisbssseesssssisbssssssessssssssssessesssssisstsessssssssissssssessssssissssseeesesins 14
CHAPTER 4 LABELS AND DIFFERENT MODES .......oooiiiieieeee ettt 16
LABELS FOR EACH MODE......cccutttttieeiiiiitttitteesessiittassssssssiissbsssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssnssssssesss 16

LY =T LU F= 440 Lo [T 17
ABS-LEGACY MOUE......cciieieiie ettt te e te et e e et e s te e be e beesbeaseesteesteenteeteaneeaneenreenreens 17
LEOACY IMOTE ...ttt bbbt b bbbt b bt b b et bbb 18

P TS To] (07 (1Y, oo [T TSR 19
ABSSOIULE ORS IMIOUE ...ttt ettt e e ettt e s et e e sttt e e s etbeeesaataeessbaeessasbeeesansanessneeeean 20
ABSSOIULE PWB IMOUE........eeiieieeeeie ettt et e e ettt e s ettt e e st e e e s ettt e e s sataeessbaeessatbeeessarenessneeeean 21
CHAPTER 5 DESIGNING LABELS. ...ttt ettt e et e e st e et e e s 22
DESIGNING A NEW LABEL ....citttitttitietttttetetetesstesesssstesesssssstesetsessesesstssetesetresseeeeeeettrereere.—. 22
PROPERTIES OF THE LABEL ....cciiittttitieeeiiiittteteeessesitbssseessssssabbaasesssssssasbassessesssssssbsssssessssssrsssseesssssssses 22
DESIGNING THE LABEL ..utvviiieiiiiitttieteeeeeeiittesteesssssiasbssssesssssiasbssseessesssasbassssssesssssbbsseseesssasssrasssesssssssses 26
OVERVIEW OF THE DESIGN-WINDOW ........cceiiittttiteeeeiiiititrieeseessiiissseesesssssissssessssssssisssssssssssssissssseeseesn 26
CREATING A DESIGN WITH FIELDS ..uuttvviieeiiiiitireiieeeesiisbtstessesssessssssessesssassssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesesns 28
USING EXPRESSIONS IN A DESIGN ..1vviiiiiiiiittiteiteeeesiiitsseteessssiitbsssessssssassssssessesssssissssssssessssssssssssessssaisnnes 30
SAVING THE DESIGN ....ciiiutttiitieeiiiiittteeteeeessiitbseteesesssisbbetesseesssabbaseeseessasbbbbeseeeesassabbbesseesssssbbbaseeseeaias 33
IMODIFY A DESIGN ... oot 33
Changing the properties of & AESION ......cooiiiiiiii e 34
Options to ensure the contents fit in the field ... 35
P1acing @ figure iN @ ST .......coveiieiiie bbb e 36
Placing a rectangle iN @ BSION .....c.ooi it 37
Placing @ PICTUIE IN @ AESION. .....coviiiieiieieei et b et see b e 39
Placing @ barcode iN @ GBSIGN .......oouiiiiiiiiieie et e bbb e e e 41
Using other types of barcodes in the deSIgN........cooiiiiriiii e s 42
CHAPTER 6 SPARKPRINT ..ottt ettt ettt e s st e e s s bt e e s bt e e e s saba e e s enbbae e s snres 45
TN L =11 N PO 45
SEArTING SPATKPIINT ..ot bbbttt b e ne e e b e 45
SEIECHING TADBIS. ...ttt e 46
IMANUBL MOE. ...ttt e et e e et e e et e e e ettt e e et ateeseaaeeesasteeessseeeesanaeassessaeessaseeeesarrees 46
THe OPLION PHNE LADEIS .......euiieeiciee bbbttt 47
Printing @ DArCOUE FANQE .......oueiuiiteieieeei ettt b bbb bbbttt b e bbb e s e bt et sbe b neenes 48

The option Print LADEIS DY FIlE ..ot et 49
ABS-LEJACY MOUE ...ttt b et b e bbbt bt b et et e st e besbe bt e be e st e e e nenbenae 51
LBOACY MOTE ...ttt bbbkt e e bbbt bt e bt e Rt e e e b ebeeb e s b e ebeer e et e benaennas 51



ABS - Spark Manual

P Yo ] (01 (T Lo [T 52
ABSSOIULE ORS MOUE ...ttt ettt ettt e e sttt e s s eb bt e e s eab e e e s st aeessbbeeessabenessabeeeean 52
ABSSOIULE PWB MOUE ... .eeiviii ittt ettt ettt ettt s sate s st s st e e st e s sab e s s bt e s sabe s ssbessabesssbessnbessnrs 52
CHAPTER 7 SPARKENGINE ......ooiiiiii ettt ettt et ebrae e s sba e e s sbaae e nareas 54
THE PRINT ENGINE. ... ittiiiiitii ettt e e ettt e s sttt e s sttt e e s eabte s e s ebaeeessbbeeeeaabaeeesbbeeesaabasessabessssbenessssbenesane 54
Starting the PrINE ENGINE.......cooiie ettt ettt re e sa e n e e e 54
Closing or hiding the Print ENQINE .......ccvciiiiiee ettt 54
Processing Print-COMMANGS..........oiviriiieiieie s esese e e et s e e e e st e aesresresresneeseeeeseesaenns 55
CoNrol OF thE MAINSCIEEN ... eveiii ettt ettt e e e et e e s bt e e e s b bt e e s eabeaessabbeeesaabaeessares 56
(0] 011 (0] o) ik 2T o101 100 4 TSR 57

N N =Y S = LTS 58

[0 (=TT 59
SEtUP OF file TOCALIONS ...ttt bbb erenr e 59
BarCOUE SELLINGS ...ttt b bbbttt b bbb bbbttt bt n e 61

PN (o Ty o] = LIRT=] 11T o S UTSSPR 61
Secondary PrINt ENQGINE ......ccov ittt et te e e e e sneenneenne s 62
CHAPTER 8 CONFIGURATIONS ...ttt ettt st e s st baaesseareas 63
CONFIGURATION FOR ABS-LEGACY MODE ... .uttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e iiiiitiees e sssiities s s e s s s siabbresssssssssasbasseeseesins 63
Setting the 1abel IOCALION...........cui i e nae s 64
Setup Of deSIgN TOCALION .......ccuviieiie et e e e s aeenreenneenes 64
File format print-COMMEANT ..........coiiiiiiieiee bbb e 64
SEtUP OF [ADEI AESIGNS ...t bbb et 65
CONFIGURATION FOR LEGACY MODE-........ciiittttiieeeesiiitittiteeesssssitteeseesssssbtbessesssssssbbasssesssssssbasseesssssns 66
Setting the 1aDEl TOCALION ..ot 67
Setup OF deSIGN TOCALION ..c..oviiviiiiiiee bbbt 67
File format print-CoOMMANG ............coiiiiiieiieie et e et e e sbeeseeeneeaneas 67

= N oI P o o (1] T o USSR 68
CONFIGURATION FOR ABSSOLUTE MODE ... uutttiiiiiiiiiitiitiieee s siiiitieeseessssisstsesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssins 69
Setting the 1abel IOCALION..........ccui it sae s 69
Setup Of deSIGN TOCALION .......ccveiieiie e ettt e e reesreenreenaeenes 69
File format print-CoMMANG ............coiuiiiiiiieie e beebe e sae e reannas 70
SEtUP OF 1ADEI AESIGNS ... bbbt 70
CHAPTER 9 MULTI DESIGN FOLDERS.......oo ottt 72
CREATING FOLDERS ....cititttttetieesseitteet s e e e s e setbeeteeeesssaabbaateesessssasaabteeseessasssbbbeesesessssbbbbeeeeeessssabbbaneeeessins 72
ENTERING THE FOLDERS IN SPARK .....ceiiiiitttttieeeesiittttteeeeesssssaetessessssssssstessesssssssssesssssssssssresssesssssssnes 73
CREATING DESIGNS IN SPARK ....ciiitttiiiieeeteiitieetteeesssesbteteasessssssaaatessesssssssbbreseessssssbbbssseesssssssbbeseeesessns 74
CHANGING PRINTERS FOR EACH LOCATION ...eeiviiiitieiireeeeteeeiteseeteeesteeastessssesassesasessssessssesansessssessnsessnnes 74
APPENDIX - SPARK & LABEL PRINTERS ..ottt sttt n e a e 76
APPENDIX — SPARK & HIQ-1 PRINTER ..ottt 77
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..tviiiiiiiiiittittie e e e e sttt e e e e e st et bt ate s s e e s sebbabte s s e e s s sesbbbbesesessesbbbbeaeeeessssbbbaaeeeeeeian 77
=g LU oo I =1 =] v = SO 81
SETTING THE PRINTER FOR EACH LABEL IN SPARK ......uuttiiiiiieiiiiiiiiie e e e sesiibies e e s s s ssiabbseseeessssssbbaneessesnns 83
HIQ-1 PRINTER AND PRE-PRINTED LABEL .....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiein i 85
APPENDIX — SPARK & HIQ-2 PRINTER ..ottt ettt 87
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..vvttieiiiiiiutttttieeesesitteeteeeesssssbtetsasesssesssasssssesssassstsessessssssbbsssssssssssebreseeesesss 87
APPENDIX — SPARK & HIQ-A3 PRINTER ..ottt ettt 91
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..vvvtiiiiiiiitteetieeesesitteeteeeesssasbteteesesssssssaassssesssassstsessssssessbbsesssessssssbreseeesesss 91
APPENDIX — SPARK & HIQ-Ad+ PRINTER........coii ittt 95
APPENDIX — SPARK & HIQ EOSL PRINTER .....ciiii ittt ettt 98
SETUP OF PRINTER . .ciiiiiiiitttttitieeiiiiitbeeteeeesesibbaaseesesssasbbbasesseesssasbabbeeeeessaas bbb beteseesesbbbbeaeeesssssabbbaneeeeeaias 98
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..ttiiiiiiiiiittitiie e e e e titbtti e e e e s s st bbbte s s e s s seabbabae s s e e st aasbbb b e s e e e e s e ssbbbbaseeseesssbbbabeeesesias 98



ABS - Spark Manual

APPENDIX - SPARK & ZEBRA ZT230 300DPH......ooiiiiiie ettt 101
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..vtiiiiiiiiitittiit e s ettt e e e s e ettt et s e s s s e sabbbatt s s e e s s s sabb b st e e e s s s sab b b e e e s eessssbbbaaneeeesaas 101
PRINTING PREFERENGCES ......cciitttteiittteeeitttessitteessssstessassesssssesssssssessssssessssssessssssessssssssssssssesssssesssssssens 101
CREATING A LAYOUT IN SPARK .....ciitiieeiittiteiiteeesisbeeessttesesesaessssssesssssesssssssessssssessssssessssssssssssssessesns 104
LI S =0 10 =R 105
T =] = U= 106

APPENDIX — SPARK & LOGOMATIC 2000 .....cciciieeieiiie ettt s evaee s srvee e evaee e eareas 108

APPENDIX — SPARK & LOGOMATIC 3000 ......ciciiieicriie ettt svae e ertee e srvee e svaes e snreas 109
SETUP OF PRINTER . ..ciiitiitttttiitie et ieitbttietse s st eisabbaesssesssssbbbsessesesesabbbaaeaeessssabbbabeeessssssbbbbaseeessssabbbaseeesesiss 109
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..vtiiiiiiiittttiii i e e s ettt s e e s s e sttt et s e s e s e eaabb b et s e e e s s s sabb b st s e e s s s sabbbbaeeeessssbbbaaseeeesass 109

Creation 0Of & CUSTOM PAPET SIZE .......civeiiiiieiie ettt bbb 110
CREATING A LAYOUT IN SPARK ....uutttiiiieiiiiiitttiitteesssiistbsessesssesissbsssssssssssssbsstsssssssissbassessssssisssssssessesas 112

APPENDIX — SPARK & THERMOTEX TTL ..ottt sibbane e 114
= IR =T oy N = = S 114
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER .1ttiiiiiiiiititiiit i e e st eiitbiee e e e s s s iaabbaee s e s e s e sabbaeaseeessssabbbaaesessssabbbaseeeessssabbanneesesnan 114
SETUP OF LABEL SIZES ...uuutttiiiieeiiiiitiiitte et ssiitbtesssessssstbsessesssasssbbasssaessssabbbssesessssssbbbaaseeesssabbbaseeeeesins 116
CREATING A LAYOUT IN SPARK ....utttiiiteiiiiiittiietee et siiisttressesssssisstsssssssssssssssssessssssissssssssssssssssssssessesns 118

APPENDIX — SPARK & THERMOTEX TT3 ..ottt bta s s 120

APPENDIX — SPARK & THERMOTEX TT4 ..ottt ettt et 121

APPENDIX — SPARK & THERMO-IDENT 2...ooiiieiie ettt sttt 122
(070] N 0Tl 0] N 122
= UL ==y N = = S 122
SETUP AS NETWORK PRINTER ....ciiietttttitieetiiiattteeteessssssteessesssesisstssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesesss 122
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ...titiiiiiiitttiitie e e s eetttet e e e e s e sttt ittt s e e e sesabbaatsesessssabbasteseesssssbbateseeessssasbbasesesessas 123
CREATING A LAYOUT IN SPARK ....utttiitieettiitttitteessssisteessesssesisssasssesssssssssssseessssisresssesssssssssesssesesss 126

APPENDIX — SPARK & MONARCH 9855 ...ttt ettt a e 128
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..1tiiiiiiiiitittiti e e e s s eiittiet e e e e s e ettt st e e e e s asab b e eaeeeessssabbbaaeeeessseabbbsseseessssabbaaeeeseenas 128
CREATING A LAYOUT IN SPARK .....utttiitieeiiiiiittietee et sesistbseeessssasissbssssssssssssbsssessssssissbsssessssssissssssessesns 132
MODIFY PRINTER SETTINGS IN SPARK .. .uvttiiiiiiiiiiitttiieeeessesiibreeeeeesssisbbsseesessssssbsssessessssssssssessesssssisnes 136

APPENDIX — SPARK & MINILOGIC E ...ttt 138
= 0L = oy N = = SR 138
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ...vitiiiiiitttttit e e e e s eettttttt e e e e s e ettt et s e e e s esasbaatsesessssasbasaseeesssssbbatsseeessssssbbasesesessas 138

Creation Of & CUSTOM PAPEE SIZE .......oviiiiiieeie ettt bbb 139
CREATING A LAYOUT IN SPARK ....uutttiitieetiiiittieteeessssisteessesssesiastasssesssssssssstssesssssssbasesesssssssssssseesesss 141

APPENDIX — SPARK & PENTADE ...ttt e e s e aaa e e e e e 143
SETUP OF PRINTER ...ttt ttttettttttttessieitttttettesssasastasssesssassssssessessssssstaesssesssssisseetseesssssssbassseeessssssrresseeesssns 143
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..vvttieiiiiittttitie e s seetttteeeesssssttettsesssesastssssesessssssbsstsessssssbbaessssesssssssresesesesss 143

Creation 0Of & CUSIOM PAPET SIZE .......oiuiiiiieieiee e e bbbt 144
CREATING A LAYOUT IN SPARK ....uutttiiiiieiiiiitttietteessiiistbtessesssasissbsssssssssssssbsssessssssissbssssssessssssssssessesns 146

APPENDIX — SPARK & STAR LCT211/8211L....cco oottt sttt 148

APPENDIX — SPARK & EPSON FX-890......ccccitiiiiiiie ettt sttn s s ertte e savan e eban e s v 149
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..ttiiiiiiiiitittiit e e e s s eiittiee s e e e s e ettt et s s e e s e saabbaaa e e e e s s s sabbbetesessssabbbaaseeeessssbbaaeeeeeeaas 149
USING SPARK WITH THIS PRINTER ..eetiittiiittttiitiessseestttersesssssssseessesssassssssssessssssssssssesssssssssssssesssssisrsns 149

APPENDIX — SPARK & EPSON LQ-680 ......cccueiiiieiieeiire sttt 150
SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ..vvttieiiiiittttitie e s seetttteeeesssssttettsesssesastssssesessssssbsstsessssssbbaessssesssssssresesesesss 150
USING SPARK WITH THIS PRINTER ..eettettieitttttiteessseettteessesssassstseessesssassssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssisnns 151

APPENDIX — SPARK & SPECIAL MODE ......oooii ittt 153



ABS - Spark Manual

SETUP OF PRINTER DRIVER ....cuttettttttasttatteattesteesteasteassesseessessteesseaaseamseassasssasseesbeasseassesssessnsssssssesnsesnns 153
Creation 0Of & CUSTOM PAPET SIZE .......coveiiiiiieiiiteieee et 154
System Settings for SPECial MOUE. .........ccviviiieieie et ns 156

CREATING A LAYOUT IN SPARK ....ceiitttteeitittesiteresstteesanseseesassesesssseessanssseessssssssssssesssnssseessssssesassseessnns 158

APPENDIX — SPARK & DIRECT PRINT MODE.........coooiiiiieieene e 161
CREATING A DESIGN. . .utteiititieitieee s iteeeeastteeessaseeesssteeesasaseesssesasastseeeaaseseessssesesssssssssnseseessssesessssseensnes 161
CUITENE TN L.ttt bbbt bbb b e e bbbt b st e bbb e bbbt b et st e b et enan 162

FIEIO bbb bbbt 162
COMMENG. ...ttt bbb bbb s b bt b e bt b e bt b st e b e bt st e b et ettt et b st neenen 163

NN o OSSOSO USSP 163

L o ) TS U PO TP PTUROUTTPRRPPRO 163

T\ T TSP OPT PR PRI 163
ST TSP UP PR PRI 163

T SO TSP PSP T P T PP TOR PO URTPRPRPPON 163

L] 1] 310 OO RSP PRR SRS 163
APPENDIX — DIRECT PRINT MODE & LOGOMATIC 2000 .......ccceoeieiiienieeieereeresieseenieens 164

DESIGN FOR LOGOMATIC 2000 .....uviiiiiiiieiieesieesie ettt st sn e ne s sneesne e ne e sneas 164
BASIC SETUCLUIE ...ttt bt e b bbbt st e et e b s bt e bt e bt e s e e e e nbenre 164
PHINE COMMANUS. ... .ottt ettt sbesteere e s e e aetesbeseestesreaneeseeneeneeneens 164

[ (01T (o o] 10| OSSOSO PSPPI 164
INIETAIISE ottt b st Rt R bRt R etk e bRt b bt e R e ne ettt neas 165
o] | ST ST P TP SOURUSOPRTPRPUTOO 165
(O 4T Vo3 (=] ] o (o1 o SO 165

VAT e (oI o] OSSO PROPTSRTPRTRRN 165
HOFIZONTAI POSTLION ...ttt b ettt 165
V=] T 010 (oo O SOPSPR T 166

RTAT U (O o] 13 O SRRURPSPRPR 166
PEINTING TEXE ..ottt sttt ettt sttt e st e e bt besb et et e s e e s e seebeebesbe st et e e eneeteabeabenbennen 166
PrINTING DAICOOES .....veveeeteeeeee ettt ettt s ettt bt et ene bt e neenan 167

Example for Logomatic 2000 ..........cceiiueiieriieie et eie e s steeste e ae e sre e e nreea e e e e e e nreen 168
APPENDIX — DIRECT PRINT MODE & MINILOGICE ......ccooiiiieieieceeeie 169

DESIGN FOR MINILOGIC E....cniiiiiiteit sttt ettt ettt sttt sabe e b e e snne e e 169
BASIC SETUCLUIE ...ttt ettt e e s e et st teese e s s e s ee e e teseeeeenreaneereeneeneeneens 169
PNt COMMANUS. .....cuiieieieeeice ettt ae s te st eteeseese e eestesteseestesseaneeneeneeneeneens 169

INEEIATISE ..ottt b ettt s et e bRt b et n R e Rt R b e b e et er e eneeneere bt nes 169
0] ST PO TP PP PP PRPPRTON 169
FONT SHZE ..ttt ettt ettt h R b bt en R e Rt e Ee ke be st et et neereereetenrenten 170
INEWW LLEINE .tttk h bbbt bt b e b b e st e bt bt e bt e bt b e nb et e e st e bt e bt bbb 170
LOF g T (o (=] g o= Uod [ o OO SO PRSP PRPRTP 170

WVNEIE 10 PIINE? ...ttt bttt b e et b ekt b bt e bt e bt e bt e bt e b nb e et ent et e ebeebenbe b 171
HOFIZONTAT POSITION ...ttt bbbttt b bbbttt nee b 171
VT Tz 010 (o o OO SO TSP T 171

LAV U (O o] 13 OO RRUS PR PRPR 171
PIINTING TEXT .ttt sttt sttt et e st et e e b et e sb et et e s e s e st ebeebesbe st et e e eneeteabesbenbenben 171
PRINEING DAICOUES ..ottt sttt s et et e s besbe st et e e e neeteabesbenbenaen 172

Example for MIniOgiC E .......ovoiiiiiie e 172
APPENDIX — LOGGING MESSAGES ...ttt sttt nee e sneenneens 173

ACTIVATE LOGGING ...ttt ettt sttesteenteesteastesseesseesteesteanseanssaseeassesseesseesseessessesssesssesssessseenseanseassesseessenns 173

LOGGING OPTIONS. ....utteuteesteseeeseeesteeseeeseeaneeaseeassesseesssasseesseasseaseessessseesseesseenseanssassesseesseessenssensenssessnens 174

LOCATION OF LOG FILES. ... ttttttiteesueesureseeaeeaseeaseesseesseasseasseasanssesssesssesssessssanseanseassssssesseessesssessesesssens 174

FILE NAMES FOR LOG FILES .....ttetteuttesiesieesieesieesteaeeaseesseesseesseesseassessssssessseesseenssansesssssseessesssesssessesnees 174

CONTENTS OF THE LOG FILE ... ttittetteitt ettt sttt ettt ettt steesbeesbe e bt aseessseas s e sbeenbeenbeasbenaeesbeesneenaeenneenne 175

APPENDIX — TROUBLESHOOTING ..ottt et nne e 176



ABS - Spark Manual

Chapter 1 Introduction

What is Spark?

Spark is made with one purpose; design and print labels. Labels are important in the laundry-world and
are mainly used to identify items like garments. To retrieve the owner of a garment, it is necessary to
use an identification-system like a label that is attached to a garment. For example, this label can
contain information like the name of the owner, the inset date and a barcode.

Designing labels

What information should be printed on a label is entirely up to the user, this is called the design of the
label and is done via Spark-Print that gives you the ability to design one or more labels that conforms
to your ideas. The contents of a label can be something like fixed information — such as a logo or a
company name — but can also consist of field-information. The contents of this field-information can be
created by another application. It is also possible for the user to enter information manually, after which
you can print one or more labels. Another possibility is to import information that was created by
something like a spreadsheet-program, after which one or more labels can be printed for each item.

Printing labels

A separate product, that is called Spark-Engine, does the actual printing of the labels. This part of the
program is checking for the existence of print-commands. If these exist, they will be processed and
printed on different printers. This has the advantage that you can set each printer to a specific label-
format. Problems like printing a label on the wrong format are eliminated in this way. During the
printing the Windows-environment is used, which implies that you do not have to wait until the labels
have been printed. Another advantage is, that you can make use of network-printers; in that case the
printer can be in a different location.

Control

Spark is made in such a way that the control over it is kept rather simple. This has the advantage that
you can use the product very quickly. With the use of clear icons, you have full control.
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Framework of the manual

Chapter 1, Introduction Here you will find global information
about what you can do with the program.

Framework of the manual gives you an overview of the chapters.

Chapter 2, Quick start shows you the way about installing the
program and how to use it in an easy way.

Chapter 3, Global workings explain the global workings of the
program.

Chapter 4, Labels and different modes explain how to use labels
in different modes.

Chapter 5, Designing labels explains how you can design labels.

Chapter 6, SparkPrint explains how you can print labels in the
manual mode and how to design labels in different modes.

Chapter 7, SparkEngine explains how SparkEngine processes the
labels and how to change the system-settings.

Chapter 8, Configurations explains how to set the configuration
for the modes like ‘ABS-Legacy’, ‘ABSSolute’, ‘ABSSolute PWB’
‘ABSSolute ORS’.

Chapter 9, Multi Design Folders explains how to make use of
multi-design-folders, if you want to use Spark on a Server with
more than one network-printer. This can only be used in the
ABSSolute-mode and ABSSolute PWB-mode.

Appendix, here you find information about how to use Spark in
combination with several printers.



ABS - Spark Manual

Chapter 2 Quick start

Installation

Quick guide

Starting Spark

Spark works in combination with Microsoft® Windows® Vista, 7,
8 or 10. The PC must be a regular type that is currently available on
the market.

Spark is suitable for use in a network or on a stand-alone PC.

Spark can be installed from the Spark cd-rom or from a zip-file that
contains the installation files.

Insert the Spark cd-rom in the cd-rom drive of the PC, or start the
setup via the zip-file.

Start the installation by clicking on Setup. After the setup has been
started:

e Follow the instructions on screen

e You will get a choice for what (external) application(s) you
want to use Spark. Only mark the application(s) that apply
before you continue with the installation. For example, if you
only want to use Spark for 'ABSSolute' and 'ABSSolute PWB',
then only mark these options. Note: Afterwards it also possible
to change this via SparkEngine and system configuration.

e  After the installation there are two icons (SparkPrint and
SparkEngine) placed on the desktop. There is also added a
menu-option named Spark, which have the same two icons.

This chapter will explain the basics you will need to get started,
like:

e  Selecting a label-design
e  Printing labels in the manual mode
e Changing a label-design

After the installation you can choose from two icons named
‘SparkPrint” and ’SparkEngine’. A short description will follow:

SparkPrint — With this program you can design and change labels.
You can also enter labels manually with the option to see an
example on screen or print them.

SparkEngine — This program is responsible for the actual printing of
the labels. It processes the print-commands that have been given by
SparkPrint (via Manual mode) or by an external application.
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SparkEngine Icon

Spark consists of two parts: SparkPrint and SparkEngine. If you
want to print labels, first SparkEngine should be started, this is the
part that processes the print-commands and takes care that each
label will be sent to the correct printer. You start SparkEngine with
the icon that is on the desktop, or by using the menu, under the
option Spark. As soon as SparkEngine has been started, an icon will
appear in the taskbar. An explanation about SparkEngine will
follow later, at this moment you only need to know SparkEngine
should be started, if you want to print labels.

SparkEngine can also be started after you have given some print-
commands, because each print-command is stored in a label-file.
In the same way you can start the other part named SparkPrint, by
selecting the icon on the desktop or by the menu-option. This part
will be explained first.

Making a label design

Here we make a simple label design that is used for the Manual
Mode where it is possible to print label from SparkPrint itself. To
enable the Manual Mode you have to make sure option 'Manual' has
been marked in SparkEngine -> System Settings -> Modes. Also, to
be able to print labels, you must be sure SparkEngine has been
started.

After you have started SparkPrint you will see the following:

4 Spark - Print & Design = =

File Help

e v > 2l X B

N

~ Design Description Date

kg & Fint
Labels by
File

New
Lal

]
EES) Moy

Label

ABSSolute ¥

ABSSolute PWB (¥

v

ABS Laundry Business Selutions

You should see an empty list at Manual Mode. First we make a new
label via option 'New Label'.

Do the following:

1. Click option 'New Label'.

2. Enter a name for the label, or use the default one.

3. A wizard will start for the new label. In the second page you

can define the label-printer and the paper-format you want to

use. NOTE: See the appendix about how you can install and

configure a label-printer.

Click Next until you see the label design dialog.

5. Inthe label design dialog, drag and drop two fields from the
lower part (Field_3 and Field_4) to the design-part (see also
picture below).

e
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6. Click the save button (via the button at the upper left) and
close the dialog.

| _. Field 03
< —» Field 04

L 1‘

X Bt [ Layons Preview Previen

L

f
12 e 2 arcose
18] rie
(8] o 4
(8] e 05

IS8 et rotting seected-

w o —p— o

s la)%

Selecting a label design

After you have started SparkPrint you will see the following:

File Help
> 2 X @
A e g
Manual Labels SPARK " ="+
e — - s
/| Description Date
Manusl 2 | (=) TSI Sample label with barcode 2462016 12,5556
= 592008162126
=3 ] Sample3 1 15-8-2007 11:00:52
=) selotDesin | Gamplsa bl 193-2008 13,3350
] Sample5. bl 22-8-2008 16:11:02 ABS Laundry
i8] G ample6 I 1662015 16,1810
e (A o
00001234
(==
}4 & Pint Labels
L by File
p
LL] (e Letiet S ampie label with barcode
_/= Modify Label
ABSSolute ¥
[ABS Laundry Business Solutions ¥ |

This shows you an overview of the available labels. Each label has
a name like ‘COL1.1bI’, a description and the date is shown when it
was last created or changed. At the right side of the list an example
is shown of the label-design. Each label is a design that can be
created and changed as you like. By creating label designs you can
decide what information should appear on a label.

With a mouse-click you can select a label. You can also use the
arrow-keys to select one of the labels. The selected label will be
blue. For each selected label an example will be shown. This
example gives you an impression of the label-design.

10
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Manually printing a label

. _ If you have selected one of the labels you press the icon ‘Print
‘%57 FokLabeis Labels’ which is shown at the left part of the window. The window
will change. See figure:
3 Spark - Print & Design = =
File Help
—_— ]
SPARK ~ s=ie==
Fields
Manual &l | Field_os ‘Petewonsona ‘
% Solect Decin [ FiEIA_04 [Packing Dept. | \
Per Jonsons
%E? Piint Labels Packing Dept.
==)
kg & Piint Lahels
oy buFie
[D e Label
@ Modity Label
= Labet Options Amoun
AbSSclute = Sample2.lbl !’Di Numb‘eruflabe\s
ABSSolute ORS ¥ Preview | ’W‘
ABS Laundry Business Solutions

At the right of this window you will see an example of the label-
design. In the middle, the fields that appear in the design are shown.
Depending on the label-design, one or more fields will be shown.
Later on we will see how to create a design. What you can do here
is entering text in the fields. Suppose you want to print name-labels,
with on each label the name of a person and the department the
person belongs to. You simply enter this information after which
you enter the number of labels you want to print, with a default of 1.
By pressing the button labeled ‘Print” you can print the labels.

An example:

1. Click in the first field.

2. Inthe first field you type: Peter Jonsons.

3. Press the TAB-button, or click in the second field.
4. In the second field you type: Packing Dept.

5. Enter the number of labels: 5 (or leave it to 1)

6. Click on the Print-button.

Remark: For this example you can also click on the Preview-button
instead of the Print-button. In that case only an example on screen
will be shown, nothing will be printed. To close the Preview-
window, you press the cross at the top-right of the window, or you
press the door-icon, after which you return to the previous window.

Changing a label-design

With a label-design you can decide what to print on a label. Here it

will be explained briefly how to change a label-design. In another

chapter this will be explained in more detail.

As a (simple) example we will change a label-design in such a way
(BE=) Modiy Label that the first field will get a different font.

11
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For this example you first must start the SparkPrint-program. Select
the label named ‘name.lbl’ and click on the icon ‘Modify label’, this
is the last icon in the vertical menu at the left.

Another window will be shown, the design-window.

Field_03

Field_04

20,4005 Seet e

+ N Layoupreien| (88

s L)%

ws & —— @

The design is shown enlarged and contains rectangles that indicate
the contents. You select a rectangle by clicking on it, after which a
shadow is shown around it. Be sure the top rectangle is selected by
clicking on it once. Double-click on the selected rectangle. You will

see the following window:

12
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Paragraphs: = X % B &
> Font [Arial, 12.0 pt]
Format MNone
4 Layout
Centered
Appearance Condition Always Show
Blank Optimization Yes
Inerasable Mo
Justified No
Line Spacing 0.0pt
b Line Wrap Truncate
Paragraph Spacing 0.0pt
Alignment
Alignment.
[&] E [V WysiwyG Cancel

At the top of this window you see the field that is used in the
rectangle. Under this part you see information about the font and
font size that is used. You can change the font by clicking on the
gray rectangle at the right of the current font. A list of possible fonts
will be shown (it shows the fonts that are installed on your
windows-system). Suppose the current font is ‘Arial’, change it to a
font like “Times New Roman’. Select this font from the list and
click on it. By pressing the OK-button afterwards, you confirm your
action and you will return to the previous window. Check if the font
has changed in the layout.

You can save the design-changes by clicking on the ‘Save’-icon, or
by clicking on the close-icon and selecting ‘Yes’ at the question
‘Save changes?’

13
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Chapter 3 Global workings

This chapter will explain the global workings of Spark. The
contents of each window will be described and the workings will be
explained. An exception are the screens for the label-design, these
will be explained in the next chapter.

Screen-contents and control

File Help
o= 2 XE B S ]
ABSSOLUTE Labels SPARK— &=

ABSSolute

b New Label wearer + product + department 24-6-201613:10:5¢
-| 28] 05 Ibl 15-5-2008 08:46:4¢
] 101l 29-5-2007 15:20:1¢

=) C13 bl 2462016 13:10:4¢

escrlption
CHRR Y

[EE=) Modiy Label

ABSSolute ORS ¥

wearer + product + department

Printer 7
Printer 8
Printer 3
(L1 SVANEN P01
[ SVANEM P02

| N

Each screen of Spark has a fixed content, an overview follows::
e At the top of the screen is a menu. With this menu you can

J File Help leave Spark with the option ‘File’ and ‘Exit’. With the option
‘Help’ you can get help about the program.
“.\;-' - = X ¢ Below the menu are a number of buttons, which vary with the

contents of the screen. For example, if the screen is showing a
list, there will be navigation-buttons. With these buttons you
[ ] okt can navigate through the list.
o o o Atthe left side of the screen, icons can be seen. By clicking on
an icon a specific part of the program can be started. This side-
menu is divided in modes. In Spark there are the modes hamed
‘Manual’, ‘ABS-Legacy’, ‘Legacy’, ‘ABSSolute’, ‘ABSSolute
Direct Print ¥ PWB’ and ‘ABSolute ORS’. You change a mode by clicking
on one of these mode-names. What modes are visible can be
configured in SparkEngine.
e At the bottom of the screen a status bar can be seen. Depending
on the situation extra information will be shown here about the
2 current status of the program. This will mainly be used in
SparkEngine, where you can see if the program is in the pause-
mode.

ABSSolute

«

Choosing from a list

14
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]

If a list is shown on the screen, you can — depending on the
program-part — do the following:

If the list is not empty, you can make a choice by using the
arrow keys of the keyboard, or by using the navigation buttons
at the top of the screen, or with the mouse. The chosen item
will be blue.

If there are other buttons shown — apart from the navigation
buttons — you can do the following:

Press the delete-button to delete a selected item. Be
careful, with this button you can delete a label-design!
Once deleted, you cannot get it back, unless you had made
a backup!
Press the rename-button to rename the selected item. In
this case you are renaming a label-design, only do this in
the Manual-mode. In the ABS-Legacy-, ABSSolute-,
ABSSolute PWB-, ABSSolute ORS it is not
recommended to do this, because external software is
depending on these names.

Press the copy-button to create a copy of a label-design.
After entering a name a copy will be created.

Press the 'delete printer settings'-button to delete these
settings from the selected label-design. This is about the
label-printer and label-format that is assigned to the label-
design. Afterwards you have to assign these again to the
label-design. You need this option when the windows-
label-printer-driver-settings have been changed. Reason:
The label-printer-settings are stored for each label-design,
so when you change the settings later in the label-printer-
driver, there can be a difference compared with the settings
for the label-design. To solve this you can first delete them
and afterwards assign them again.

15
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Chapter 4 Labels and different modes

In the next chapter we will explain how you can design labels. The
design of a label is responsible for the contents of the label you
want to print. You can think of a label that contains the name of a
employee and his/her function name. Another label can be needed
for marking garments, with information on it like the name of the
wearer, the issue-date and the barcode.

Fields

In this chapter we will use the term Fields. Fields can be used in a
label-design. You can see fields like fill-in boxes that are placed on
a label-design. The fill-in boxes are empty, but can be filled-in
before the label is printed. In that way it is possible — for example -
to print employee-labels, with the name of the employee on each
label.

Labels for each mode

Spark makes use of different modes for which labels can be
designed. These modes are named like ‘Manual’, ‘ABS-Legacy’,
‘Legacy’, ‘ABSSolute’, ‘ABSSolute PWB’ and 'ABSSolute ORS'.
Each mode has its own set of label-designs. The type of information
that can appear on a label is different for each mode.

Manual
In this mode the information on the design can be entered manually.
It is also possible to import the information from a text file.

ABS-Legacy

The labels in this mode receive their information from legacy ABS-
software like BKL. The fields on the design are filled-in by
information which is delivered by external software

Legacy

The labels in this mode will receive their information from external
software that previously made use of a program named Labserv.
Labserv is legacy-software, which could print labels. The
information that Labserv expected is in a special format that’s
incompatible with other formats. For this special purpose the
Legacy-mode can be used.

ABSSolute / ABSSolute PWB / ABSSolute ORS

The labels in this mode receive their information from ABSSolute
(PWB/ORS)-software. The fields on the design are filled-in by
information which is delivered by external software.

Solar

The labels in this mode receive their information from Solar-
software. The fields on the design are filled-in by information
which is delivered by external software.

16
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Manual mode

ABS-Legacy Mode

The manual mode is made to give the option to print manual labels.
This can be used when you need many labels with on each label the
same information (like the name of an employee + department) that
can be entered before you print them. These label can be printed
from SparkPrint itself via SparkEngine for the actual printing. The
contents of the labels — the fields — can either be filled-in manually
or filled-in by using an import-file. This import-file can be created —
for example — with a spreadsheet program.

Overview fields
In the manual mode, the following fields can be used, see figure:

Variables-/Field-List

E-@s Variables

- LL

----- [0 Field_01_Barcode
----- )M Field_02_Barcode
..... Field_03

..... Field_04

..... Field_05

..... Field_06

..... Field_07

..... Field_08

..... Field 09

..... Field_10

----- Field_11

..... Field_12

..... Field_13

..... Field_14

..... Field_15

..... Field_16

.- Proiect variables

The first two fields are reserved for barcodes, so can only be used to
print a barcode on a label. The other fields are text-fields, and can
contain letters, numbers and punctuation marks. The font that has
been chosen in the design limits the length of a text-field.

The ABS-Legacy mode gives the possibility for legacy ABS-
software like BKL to interact with Spark. The contents of the fields
will be filled-in through files that are created by external ABS-
software. The format of these files and the fields that can be used
are put in a protocol that will be explained here.

17
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Legacy Mode

Overview fields

In the ABS-Legacy mode the following fields are used:

AdministrationNumber

AlterationCode

AvrticleDescription

ArticleNumberl ArticleNumber2 CompartmentNumber
ContractEndDate DebitorNumber DeliveryAddressRelation
Department DepartmentDescription | DepartmentNumber
DepartmentRemark FirstinsetDate FixedText

FunctionCode FunctionDescription GarmentCode

Gender IDCodeNumberBKL IDCodeNumberPWB
InsetQuality LastInsetDate LockerNumber
MinimumQuality ProcessNumber Quality

RelationName RelationNameShort RelationNumber
RentNumber ResidentFreeText ResidentName
ResidentNumber ResidentSearchName RoomNumber
SetSequenceNumber SizeCode SizeDescription
SortingNumber SortingStation SortingStationDescription
SystemDate TextFromConfiguration | WashProcessBKL
WashProcessPWB WearerName WearerNameShort
WearerNumber WearerRemark

Two fields have a special function; they are used to print a barcode
on a label. These fields that start with ‘Barcode’, will get the same
contents as the fields that contain the barcode number.

File format

The filling of the fields can only be done through a file that is
created by external ABS-software. See for further information the
chapter titled ‘Configuration for ABS-Legacy mode’ on page 63.

The Legacy Mode is made for software that previously used
Labserv to print labels. The filling of the fields can only be done
through files that are created by external software. The format of
this file is different compared to the ABS-mode.

Overview fields

In the legacy mode the following fields are used:

s Variables
-0 LL

----- I Barcode
Line_01
Line_02
Line_03
Line_04
Line_05
Line_06
Line_07
Line_08
Line_09
Line_10
Line_11
Line_12
Line_13
Line_14
Line_15
Line_16
- Project variables

----- = Sum variables

18
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ABSSolute Mode

The fields should be seen as lines, because of the way the designs
are made in the Legacy mode. The information in the files is line-
based; the fields in such a line cannot be separated. You should

keep this in mind during the label-design.

Fileformat

The contents of the fields/lines will always be delivered through a
file by the Legacy-software. See for further information the chapter
titled ‘Configuration for Legacy mode’ on page 66.

The ABSSolute mode gives the possibility for ABSSolute-software
to interact with Spark. The contents of the fields will be filled-in
through files that are created by external ABSSolute-software. The
format of these files and the fields that can be used are put in a
protocol that will be explained here.

Overview fields

In the ABSSolute mode the following fields are used:

Bank BarcodelDCode BarcodeSecondarylDCode

BillToCustomer BusinessUnitCode Businessunit

Number Description

City ConsumptionPoint ConsumptionPoint
Description Number

CurtainLength (*)

CurtainRoomNumber

()

CurtainWeight (*)

CurtainWidth (*)

CustomerMarklIn CustomerName CustomerNumber
Garment
CustomerOwned CustomerSearchName DataMatrixIDCode

DataMatrixSecondary
IDCode

DeliveryPointCode

DeliveryPointDescription

DepartmentCode DepartmentDescription | DepartmentNumber
Legacy
EmblemTemplateCode EmploymentNumber EndContractDate

EndDateFullRent
RefWeek

FabricCode

FabricDescription

FinishingMethodCode

FinishingMethod
Description

FirstlssueDate

FunctionCode

FunctionDescription

GarmentDispenser

GarmentSequence IDCode InventoryRemark
Number
InvoiceBusinessUnitCode | InvoiceBusinessUnit

Description
IssueReferenceWeek LastlssueDate Locker
MinimumQuality ModificationCodel ModificationCode2
GradeCode
ModificationCode3 PlantCode PlantName
ProductCode ProductDescription QualitygradeCode
RouteCode RouteCodeOnLabel RouteDrivingDay
RouteDrivingDayNumber | RouteNumber RouteStop
RouteStopSortSequence SecondarylDCode Sex
SizeCode SizeDescription Street
StyleCode StyleDescription WashProcessCode
WashProcessSortCode WearerAdminNumber | WearerEmblemName
WearerFirstName WearerName WearerNumber
WearerRemark WearerSearchName Zipcode

*) For fields starting with ‘Curtain’ you have use ‘U’ as first code
for the design, for example ‘U01, ‘U02’, ‘U03’, etc.
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ABSSolute ORS Mode

Barcodes and DataMatrix fields

Some fields have a special function; they are used to print a
Barcode or a Datamatrix on a label. The fields are named
BarcodelDCode, BarcodeSecondarylDCode, DataMatrixIDCode
and DataMatrixSecondarylDCode.

File format

The filling of the fields can only be done through a file that is
created by external ABSSolute-software. See for further
information the chapter titled ‘Configuration for ABSSolute mode’
on page 69.

The ABSSolute ORS (Operation Room Services) mode gives the
option to print label for ORS-module in ABSSolute. Because of that
a different set of fields is used in the layout of Spark, divided over a
header-part and a row-part. The header is about the pack itself and
the rows are about the products in the pack. A maximum of 30 rows
can be used.

List of variables

Eluj --[A] ForeignProductDescription
|11 BarcodelDCode ForeignSizeDescription
-[A] BusinessUnitCode --[A| ForeignSterileProcessDescription
-[A] BusinessUnitDescription -[A] IDCode
~[A] ChargeNumber -[A] PlantCode
-[A] ConsumptionPointDescription -{A] PlantName
-[A] ConsumptionPointMumber -{Al ProductCode
~[A] CreationEmployeeMame -[A] ProductDescription
-[A] CreationEmployeeNumber -{A| ProductionDate

-[A] CustomerFabricDescription -[A] SizeCode

~[A] CustomerFinishingMethodDescription  :.JA| SizeDescription
CustomerName Sterile

~[A] CustomerNumber -[A] SterileProcessCode

~[A] CustomerProductDescription .[A] SterileProcessDescription
CustomerSearchMame SterileSortCode

-[A] CustomerSizeDescription -[A] SterileTemperature

~[A] CustomerSterileProcessDescription [A] SterileTime

~[A] DeliveryPointCode A Type

-[A] DeliveryPointDescription
-[A] DepartmenDescription
DepartmentMumber

~[A] EANNumber

~[A] ExpirationDate

~[A] FabricCode

-[A] FabricDescription

-[A] FinishingMethodCode

~[A] FinishingMethodDescription
ForeignFabricDescription
~[A] ForeignFinishingMethodDescription

List of variables

-3 Row

=0
CustomerFinishingMethodDescription

CustornerProductDescription

CustomerSizeDescription

FinishingMethodCode

ForeignFinishingMethodDescription

ForeignProductDescription

ForeignSizeDescription

ProductCode

ProductDescription

Quantity

Remark

RowMNumber

SizeCode

[A] Type

Al Unique

=0 02

- 03
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ABSSolute PWB Mode

The ABSSolute PWB mode gives the possibility for ABSSolute
PWB-software to interact with Spark. The contents of the fields will
be filled-in through files that are created by external ABSSolute
PWB-software. The format of these files and the fields that can be
used are put in a protocol that will be explained here.

Overview fields

In the ABSSolute PWB mode the following fields are used:

BarcodelDCode BarcodeSecondary BusinessUnitCode
IDCode

BusinessUnitName ClientAdminNumber ClientFirstName

ClientLabelName ClientName ClientNumber

ClientSearchName ConsumptionPoint Consumption
Description PointNumber

CustomerLabelName | CustomerName CustomerNumber

CustomerSearchName | DataMatrixIDCode DataMatrix

SecondarylDCode

DeliveryPointCode

DeliveryPoint
Description

DepartmentDescription

DepartmentNumber FinishingMethodCode FinishingMethod

Description
IDCode LabelTextPerClient PlantCode
PlantName PreSortNumber ProductCode
ProductDescription RoomNumber RouteDrivingDate
RouteNumber RouteStop SecondarylDCode
SizeCode SizeDescription WashProcess

Description
WashProcessNumber

Barcodes and DataMatrix fields
Some fields have a special function; they are used to print a
Barcode or a Datamatrix on a label. The fields are named
BarcodelDCode, BarcodeSecondarylDCode, DataMatrixIDCode
and DataMatrixSecondarylDCode.

File format

The filling of the fields can only be done through a file that is
created by external ABSSolute PWB-software. See for further
information the chapter titled ‘Configuration for ABSSolute mode’

on page 69.
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Chapter 5 Designing labels

If you want to design a label, you must consider the following:

For which mode do you want to design a label? This is
important, because the fields used are different for each mode.
See also the explanation in the previous chapter.

For what printer do you want to design a label? The format of
the paper can differ for each printer.

Designing a new label

If you want to design a new label you can do this as follows:

1.
2.

3.
4,

Start the program SparkPrint

Select the mode (Manual, ABS-Legacy, Legacy, ABSSolute,
ABSSolute PWB, ABSSolute ORS)

Select the option New Label

Enter a filename for the new label. This can be a name without
extension (the extension ‘Ibl” will be appended automatically),
otherwise append the extension .1bl’ yourself. Example:
‘names.1bl’.

After this a window will open where you can design your label.

Properties of the label

Before you can design a label, you first have to enter the properties.
This is done with a Wizard that will guide you through the
properties. What you have to enter is:

'Welcome to the project wizard

This wizard will lead you step by step through the generation of @ new project. To continue, click
the 'Next' button.

The steps on the way to your label are:
- Set print options and paper size

- Optional choice of a predefined label format
- Set layout options
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The first window is called ‘Welcome to the project wizard’. Press
the ‘“Next’ button.

[Please choase the default printer for your project and set additional printing options. |

Printer choice for all pages

cab Ad+ (203 dpi)

Optiens

Force Page Format(s), if possible

=

Printer choice

In the next window there will be asked what type of printer you
want to use for your label. As a default the default-printer will be
used. By pressing the button ‘Choice’, you can also choose another
printer. The type of printer is dependent on the label format you
choose. Press the next button.

Vou may choose a template if you are printing on standard labels, or you may leave the option
(user-defined) selected.

Description Size Distance Number
h v h v h v

R5018 Removable Mini Labes, 38 3810 2063 000 000 11
R5019 Removable Mini Labels, 49 4985 11,90 000 000 12
R5021 Jewllry Tag Labeks. 185 1850 11.00 17.00 oo 2 2

Boeder

Devauzet

ERO

Herma

Leitz

Dymo
95017 Suspension file Labels - 50n 5000 12,00 000 000 11
11353 Mulipurpose - 12 mm x 241 12,00 2400 000 000 11
ciko
SLP-35L 35mm slide labels. 38mm 3800 110 000 000 1
SLF-RND Round labels, 2mm dia 2700 27,00 000 000 11

Qnly show templates for current page settings

Label format
The format of the label must be set, this default is set to ‘user
defined’. Keep this setting and press ‘Next’.
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Please choose the layout options for your project. If you chose a template, the relevant values are
already set.
Horizontal (x): Vertical (y):
Page: 5005 mm 30,03 mm
C
Offset: XEE 0 mm 0 mm
Size: g=1 89,00 mm 35,00 mm
—r
Distance: !% 0 mm 0 mm
Number 1 1
Print order:
=5 (®) Horizental &= () horizontal bottom up.
%E () Vertical %% () vertical bottom up
@) < Back Cancel

Now you can enter the size of the label (default it takes the size
based on the paper-format you have defined in the label-printer-
driver). You can enter values for the height and width, the space
between the labels and how many labels appear on a sheet of paper.
Of course, this depends on the printer and paper size you are using.
Enter the size and press ‘Next’. The following gives an explanation
about the label-sizes.

Explanation of the labels sizes
Depending on the type of printer and label format you are using,
you enter the label sizes.

Example 1

Suppose you have a printer that is using a label tape, where the
printer cuts each label. In this case the printer will produce just one
label at a time. See figure:

Offset

Horizontal
Size Size
Vertical Horizontal

o
T

Amount
Horizontal

Now you can enter the following:

Page Horizontal Vertical
Offset 2.0 0.0

Size 80.0 40.0
Distance 0.0 0.0

24
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| Amount |1 [1 |

Remark: In this case there is no vertical offset, because all labels
appear under each other. Also there is no need to set values for
horizontal and vertical distance. This is different from the next
example.

Example 2
Suppose you are using labels on a A4-paperformat. On each page
there can appear 16 labels. This would look like this:

Offset Vertical //'i .y
v " A
Offset / ~
Horizontal | / \
size — 1L Size JE—
. — Vertical ——
Horizontal ertica
|
Distance ———»l <+ Cmo_unlt
Vertical | | ertica
Distance
Horizontal
| |
V
\ ]
~ N -
Amount
Horizontal
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The arrow indicates what has to be entered. An example of the

values is:
Page Horizontal Vertical
Offset 5.0 mm 3.0 mm
Size 63.0 mm 24.0 mm
Distance 2.0 mm 2.0 mm
Amount 2 8

Finishing the wizard

Project Wizard
The wizard can generate a title line for you (e.g. for address labels). You may also choose how
many text objects are to be created horizontally and vertically.
[[]dd titie fine
Objects
Horizontal (x): Vertical (y):
Numb: 1 1

In the last dialog unmark the checkbox named 'Add title line' and
click Done!-button to finish the wizard. After this you enter the
Label Design-dialog.

Designing the label

After you have set the properties of the label, you will enter the
design-part. Here you can decide what information you want to
print on the label. This information can consist of fixed and variable
information.

Variable information

To put variable information on a label, you place fields on it. These
fields will be filled in during the process of the labels, so before
they will be printed. In this way, each label can contain variable
information.

Fixed information

To put fixed information on a label, you place so called objects on
it. An object can represent text or graphical information. For
example, you can put the name of your company on each label, or
your company-logo. You can also combine this with variable
information.

Overview of the design-window

The design-window is divided in the following parts:
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Design

The main part of the window consists of the design-part. If you
create a new label-design, this will be empty, that is why you only
see a white rectangle. This rectangle is showing enlarged what the
design will look like. Horizontal and vertical rulers surround the
rectangle; they indicate how large the label-design is.

Variables-/Fields-list

A separate window named ‘Variables-/Fields-list” shows the fields
you can put on the label-design. The content of this list depends of
the mode you have chosen. See the previous chapter for an
explanation of the different modes. If this window is not showing,
you can activate it with menu-option ‘Project’ and place a mark
before the option ‘Variables/Fields’.

Layout/Layout Preview/Preview

Under the design there are 3 tabs that can be used to show the
layout, a preview of the layout or the preview. In Layout-tab you
can work on the layout without seeing the contents of the layout-
elements. In Layout preview-tab you can also work on the layout
but it will also show the contents of the layout-elements. In
Preview-tab you will see a preview of the label, this is how it will
look like when you print the label.
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Creating a design with fields

You can place a field on the design by selecting a field in the
window ‘Variables-/Fields-list' and dragging it to the design. You

do this as follows:

1. Select a field from the window ‘Variables-/Fields-list” by
clicking on it with the mouse.

2. Keep the mouse-button pressed and move the mouse-arrow to
the design.

3. Release the mouse-button. Now a rectangle is shown in the

design.

Overview of used terms

During the design of your labels you will be presented with some
terms, which will not all be clear from the start. These are terms
like’Object’, ‘Paragraph’ and ‘Expression’. To make things more
clear, we will first cover these terms in a short overview.

Term

Explanation

Object

A house is made of parts. A part can be a
window, a door, a roof or a wall. A window can
be made of parts itself, like glass and woodwork.
A design is also made of parts, which are called
objects. An object can be a text, a barcode or a
picture. A text itself can be made of parts itself,
like a field or a fixed text.

Paragraph

A paragraph is part of an object. An example is a
text-object, which can consist of a paragraph
with two fields, and a paragraph with a fixed
text.

Expression

An expression is like a calculation with a result.
In the design it is used — as an example - to
append texts. If you want to append a first name
with a last name separated by a space, you can
use an expression to accomplish this.

Field

A field is like an input-field that you can put on a
design. This input-field is filled in as soon as it is
being printed.

Objects

The rectangle that appears on the design is called an object. You
can change the size of this object, move it or delete it. There can
appear more than one objects on the design. You select an object by
clicking on it with the mouse.

An object is of a certain type, for example, it can be a text-object or
a barcode-object. A text-object can only contain text, and a barcode-
object can only contain a barcode. Other objects are also possible,
like a rectangle-object or a picture-object.
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Paragraphs: é E x ‘x’ EE -D v
a Lrerre
+ [ 5. 120 70
Format MNone
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Alignment Left
Appearance Condition Always Show
Blank Optimization Yes
Inerasable Ne
Justified No
Line Spacing 0.0pt
> Line Wrap Wrap
Paragraph Spacing 0.0pt
Font
If set to 'Default’ the corresponding default font will be used.
E ¥ WYSIWYG oK | [ cancel
Changing text-properties
You can change the properties of a text-object by selecting the
object using the mouse after you double-click it. Depending on the
object-type (like text or barcode) you can change the properties that
belong to it. If you have selected a text-object then you can change -
for example — the font. By pressing the ‘OK’-button afterwards, the
changes you have made will be kept. Otherwise press the ‘Cancel’-
button to cancel the changes.
Data and Functions | Condition | Text | Date Fermat | Mumber Format | Operators |
| Functions: e
[F-ws Variables
& Project variables I d
[=] Abs ({Number}) "
[ AddDays ({Date},{Number})
1 AddHours ({Date}{Number}}
1 AddMinutes ({Date},{Number})
=7 AddMonths ({Date}{Mumber})
[77] AddSeconds ({Date},{Number})
[F7 AddWeeks ({Date}{Mumber}} v
Insert
WearerNumber )
L%
4
= %
>

3
@ WearerNumber

E oK [ cance

Changing a paragraph in a text-object

Inside an object there are paragraphs. A paragraph can consist of
one or more parts. A part can be a field, a fixed text, a formula or a
combination of this. In the upper part of the Object-window, you
see the paragraphs that belong to it. By double-clicking on a
paragraph you can change the properties of it. Another window will
be shown named ‘Edit Text’ if it was a text-object. At the top of this
window, there are tab-pages, with these tab-pages, you can select
what you want to use in the paragraph. For example, this can be a
formula or a text.

29



ABS - Spark Manual

Using expressions in a design

Left$({String}, {Number})

Changing an expression

We will concentrate on the first tab-page in the window named
‘Edit text’, that is already selected when shown. This tab-page is
named ‘Variables and functions’. At the top of this window two
lists are shown. The left one is showing the variables you can use in
the paragraph. The right one is showing functions. At the bottom is
a section that shows the contents of the paragraph. This content
represents an expression that can also be entered manually. An
expression is a combination of fields/functions and operators. An
operator like ‘+’ can be used to combine two fields.

In the first tab-page there also can be found the fields under the
heading “variables’. You can look at the fields by pressing the ‘+’.
When the fields are shown, you can also drag them to the section at
the bottom of the window. If there is already a field in this section,
and you drag another one to it, the two will be combined with a
plus-sign between them, like ‘field 03 + field 04’. This means that
the contents of these two fields will appear on the label, without a
separator between them. To add a separator you can change the
expression manually to something like ‘field 03 + ““ + field 04°.

Some examples with expressions:

field 03 +“ “ field 03 +“ “ + field_04
field 05+« — < field 08

“Laundry Keystone”

“Function: “ + field 06

Under the space where you fill in the expression, a message will
appear about this expression. If the expression is correct, you will
see the result of the expression. If the expression is not correct, an
error message will be shown. An expression is not correct if you
have typed a field that does not exist, or if you have misspelled
something. You can compare it when you’re typing a text that can
contain spelling-errors. Try to make no mistakes!

An expression with a function

With a function you can change the contents of a field. This will be
explained with an example. Suppose you have the following
expression:

Field_05

...the result of this expression will always be the complete contents
of this field. Suppose this field represents an administration number,
where the first 2 positions represent a location number. You can
achieve this with the expression:

Left$(Field_05, 2)

You can enter this expression manually or in the following way,

from the window named ‘Edit Text’:

1. Select — from the right list titled ‘Functions’ — for ‘String-
functions’ and press the ‘+’ that appears at the left side. A list
of functions will be shown.

2. Select the function named ‘Left$({String},{Number}) ->
{String}’ and double-click on it.. The function will be shown in
the expression-space below.
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Left$({String}, {Number})

Left$(Field_05, {Number})

3. Be sure that the first part of the Left$-expression — in the
expression-space — is selected: {String}. If this is selected,
drag the field named ‘field 05" from the top-left-list to this
selected part. Now you must have:
‘Left$(Field 05,{Number})’.

4. Be sure that the second part of the Left$-expression — in the
expression-space — is selected: {Number}. If this is selected,
type the number ‘2’ from the keyboard. Now you must have:

Left$(Field_05, 2).

Overview functions

The following is an overview of functions that can be useful. This is
just a selection of all possible functions that are present. In practice
you only need a small set of functions for use in your labels.

Function Description Example
Left$({String}, Gets a substring from Left$(Field_04, 2)
{Number}) the given string, from If the contents of
the left side of the Field 04 is ‘259654’
string, with a the result will be 25’
maximum of (number)
characters.
Lower$({String}) Converts a string to Lower$(Field_02)
lowercase. If the contents of
Field 02 is ‘Shirt’ the
result will be ‘shirt’
Upper$({String}) Converts a string to Upper$(Field_02)
uppercase. If the contents of
Field 02 is ‘Shirt’ the
result will be
‘SHIRT’
Rtrim$({String}) Removes the spaces at | Rtrim$(Field_02)
the end of the string. If the contents of
Field_02 is
‘Shirt ~ * the result
will be ‘Shirt’
Ltrim$({String}) Removes the spates at | Ltrim$(Field_02)
the beginning of the If the contents of
string. Field_02 is
¢ Shirt’ the result
will be ‘Shirt’
Mid$({String},{Nu | Gets a substring from Mid$(Field_03, 4, 2)
mber}, the given string. The If the contents of
{Number}) second argument is the | Field_03 is
begin position (if 20050430’ the result
negative: from the will be ‘04’
end), argument 3 is the
number of characters
(default is 255). Note:
The begin-position
starts at O.
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Other examples:

Example

Description

Str$(Val(Field_03) +
Val(Field_04), 0, 0)

This will add two numeric
values. If Field_03 is ‘1000’
and Field 04 is ‘50’ the result
will be ‘1050°.

Left$(Field_03, 4) + " +
Mid$(Field_03, 4, 2) + "-" +
Mid$(Field_03, 6, 2)

This can be used for showing a
date-field in a specific format.
Suppose the Field_03 is
20040325’ it will be shown as
2004-03-25".

See also the following
example.

Date$(Date(Field_03),
"%m/%d/%y")

This can be also used for
showing a date-field in a
specific format.

Suppose the Field_03 is
20040325’ it will be shown as
3/25/2004°.

If(Field_03 ="Y", "Hello", ")

This can be used for comparing
the contents of a field and show
something different.

If the Field 03 is ‘Y’ the text
‘Hello” will be shown. If not,
nothing will be shown.

Date$(Today(), "%m/%d/%y")

This shows the current date on
the label. For example:
4/23/2005

Str$(WOy(Date(Field_03), 1),
2, 0)

This will show the week of the
year. The contents of field
Field_03 will be shown as the
week of the year. For example
20050227’ will be shown as 9.

If(Chr$(Val(Mid$(Field_03, 4,
2)) + 64) ='@", ", Chré(
Val(Mid$(Field_03, 4, 2)) +
64))

This will show the month of
the date ‘20050325’ as a
character. It will show the first
month as ‘A’, the second as
‘B’, the third as ‘C’, etcetera. If
the date is empty, it will show
nothing.

Example:

If date is 20050325’ it will
show: C

Remark 1: These examples can also be used in other modes, for
example in the ABSSolute-mode, with other fields. For example
instead of Field_03 you can use FirstlssueDate.

Remark 2: During entering the expression, you can also enter a
string instead of the field-name. So, instead of Field_03 you can
enter ‘200503257, to check the result.
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Be sure the expression is correct!

@ Cornterts3 If you enter an expression, it will be shown if it is correct. The

character | (Information), is showing you that it is correct, otherwise
an exclamation mark will be shown, with an error message. Please,
be sure you always enter correct expressions! Otherwise you will

" arrors during the printing of the labels.
& syntax ermor, cannot interprete term Yeld 03

Saving the design

As soon as your design is ready, you can save it. You can do this as
follows:

Saving with the menu

Choose from the menu for ‘File’ and ‘Save’, after which the design
will be saved. To exit the design-window, you choose for ‘File’ and
‘Exit’.

Saving with the toolbar-buttons
[gl From the toolbar-buttons at the top of the window, choose for the
- disk-button. You can exit the design-window, by clicking on the
button with the door.

Saving during exit
Another method is to exit the design-window, after which the

2) Save changes? question ‘Save changes?’ will appear. By answering ‘Yes’ your
design will be saved, and you will exit the design-window. By
= i Lol answering ‘No’ your design will not be saved.

Modify a design

If you want to modify a design, you can do this in the following

way:

1. Start the SparkPrint-program

2. Select the mode, Manual, ABS-Legacy, Legacy, ABSSolute,
ABSSolute PWB or Solar

3. Select a design you want to modify

4. Press the button — in the left-side menu — with the description
‘Modify design’

5. Now the design-window will be shown, where you can modify
the design

meam=) Modify Label

The following screen will be shown:
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See the paragraph named ‘Creating a design with fields’ on page 28
for an explanation on how to modify a label.

Changing the properties of a design

During the creation of a new design you can enter the properties
like the label-printer to use and the paper-size. If you want to
change this later, you can do this as follows:

Start the SparkPrint program

Choose the right mode

Select the label design that you want to change

Choose for option Modify Label

el N

Start Insert Project

LB = =2 i -

Parameters

Design  Layout Fortrait landscape  Includes Report  Layers Object Filter  Report
List

Scheme~  Regions

Sections

Designs age Setup Report Sections Project
Objects
B X %=
=[] Project
i BarcodelDCode
i A WeareNumber
i A WearerName
LA IDCode
(a1 x
Regions | Export Media | Templates
2
B Loyout &
4 Layout Definition 29.00mm = 35.00 mm
Size (horizontal) 89.00 mm
Size (vertical) 35.00 mm
Horizontal Distance D.00mm
Vertical Distance 0.00mm
Horizontal Count 1
Vertical Count 1
Horizontal Offset 0.00mm
Vertical Offset 0.00mm
Print Order Horizontal
4 Printer Settings
Printer Name Brother MFC-J6510DW Printer
4 Paper Size Default v
Layout
oK Cancel
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Now you have started the design-window. Here you choose the
menu option ‘Project’ and then ‘Layout Regions’. You get a
window where you can change the printer via the property named
Printer Name and the paper-size via the property named Paper Size.
Also the dimensions of the label can be changed here at property
Layout definitions. By clicking at the right-part of these properties a
sub-dialog will be shown where you can make changes. After you
have made your changes, press the OK-button to confirm them.

Options to ensure the contents fit in the field

For each field you place in the design, there exists a configuration.
To change the configuration, you have to open the ‘paragraph
properties’-dialog. You can do this by selecting the field in the
design and double-click on it via the mouse.

In the “‘paragraph properties’-dialog there is an option called ‘Line
Worap’. This option determines what to do when the contents of the
field is longer than the width of the field in the design.

This option can be needed for certain fields like ‘wearer name’ or
‘customer name’ that can differ in length. For example via ‘Shrink’
it will automatically shrink the contents to be sure it fits. This
means the font will get smaller. Of course, when the contents is
very long, it is possible the font gets so small it will not be readable
anymore.

Overview of Line Wrap Options:

Line Wrap Option Description

Wrap The content will be wrapped; it will start a
next line when it does not fit. To prevent
longer words from getting truncated, you
can use the option ‘Force Wrap’ to force a
wrap after the last fitting character.

This is the default for this option.

Truncate The contents is truncated to fit the width of
the field. The part that does not fit is not
shown.

Shrink This will shrink the contents when needed,

so that the contents can be displayed
completely without a wrap.
Note: This is the recommended option.

Compress The character spacing will be decreased if
needed so that the paragraph can be
displayed completely without a wrap.

Optimal Fit The font size will be increased or decreased
until the contents is filling the field
(vertical/horizontal).

Formula... A formula (expression) can be used to
determine what to do when the contents
does not fit.
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Placing a figure in a design

- Label Designer - c\labels\ENVABSSolu
e Project

N O a W P e © & B &

Ay

We will explain how you can place a figure in a design. A figure
can be something like a line, a rectangle, a circle or a picture. With
an example we will explain this. For this example we will modify
an existing design, but you can also first create a new design.

Do the following:

1. Start the SparkPrint program

2. Select a label

3. Select the option ‘Modify label’

Now you have opened the design-dialog. Choose for option Insert.
Now at the top several options will be shown that can be inserted in
the design.

With these insert-options, you can place an object in your design;
see for an explanation about objects the start of the chapter. With
these options you can do the following:

Button Description

Text With this button you can create a text-object. This
is an object that can contain a text, variable or
formula.

Line If you want to have a line in your design, you an
choose this object.

Rectangle With this object you can place a rectangle.

Ellipse/ If you want to have an ellipse or circle in your

Circle design, you can choose this object.

Picture With this button you can place a picture in your
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design. A picture can be a file that can be read
from the disk. For example, you can place your
company-logo in your design.

Barcode If you want to have a barcode in your design, you
choose this one.

Formatted If you have created a formatted text, with a

text program like MS-Word, you can use your design
with this button.

Others There are also other options, but these are not all

suitable to use in a label-design.

Placing a rectangle in a design

As an example we will place a rectangle in a design. To do this you
first create a new design, or open an existing one. A part of the
screen will look this:

¥ HS - Label Designer - cAJabels\EN\ABSSoluted\ Designs\COLibl
| - T
TLYCoag WBomSld2 8808
WearerNumber
WearerName

rrrrrrrrr

- E3

Do the following:

1. Select from the Insert toolbar the 3rd button from the left, and
click on it.

2. Move the mouse-arrow to the design-part. The mouse-arrow
will change to a plus. Now you can decide where the left-top-
position of the object will start. Press the mouse-button to
confirm this position.

3. Now you have to decide where the right-bottom-position
should end by moving the mouse. By again pressing the mouse
the object is placed — as a rectangle — in the design.

4. You can always move the object or change it in size, with the
help of the mouse.

You will see the following:

Mg = 2 g\ CO1 bl

x| 0 s 1 T » 3 w0 3 w - B

WearerNumber
WearerName

By clicking the window named ‘Preview’ you can see a preview on
screen. You will see that for each label you will only see a
rectangle, the fields are hidden behind it. That is why we have to
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change the properties for the rectangle-object. You do this as
follows:

1. Be sure the rectangle-object has been selected; you can select it

by clicking on it with the mouse.
2. Double-click on the object. You will see this window:
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Properties X
% 40 o
Pl Des ~
Locked Mo
Mame
4
4 Border Pattern/Block Color
Color RGB(180,180,180) =
Width 0.01mm
Export as Picture No
4 Filling Pattern/Block Color
Pattern 1 [ ]
Color LL.Color.White [
Mid Color LL.Color.White [
End Color LL.ColorWhite [
Fading-in Factor 50%
Picture File Name
Rounding 0%
Shadow Transparent ]
Design

You can now change the following properties:

Property Description

Border Do you want to have a line around the rectangle? By
setting the Width to a value higher than 0 you will
get a line around it.

Filling You can select the filling color of the rectangle and
the fill-pattern. If you have chosen ‘Transparent’,
the rectangle will be transparent; otherwise, all that
is underneath it will be hidden.

Shadow With this option you can create a shadow at the
bottom-right of the rectangle. In that way it looks
like the rectangle is floating. For this shadow you

can also set a filling-color and a pattern.

For our example we’ll do the following:

1. For the property ‘Filling’ be sure you have chosen
‘Transparent’.

2. For the property ‘Shadow’ you set the width to 0,30 mm.

If you press OK-button, you see the following in the ‘Preview’-
window:

[ 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
R FRRE RN RS FRRRRREE | | [REREFRETEN | (N | [N R R R PR PR SRR N

WearerNumber
WearerName

Placing a picture in a design

In the following example we are going to place a picture in a
design. You can think of a company-logo that can be included in the
design. This logo must be present as a file on your computer, with
extension .BMP.

It is assumed that you already have opened an existing design. Part
of the screen will look like this:
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Do the following:

1. From the Insert-options, select the 5 button from the left, and
click on it. This button will stay gray, until you have placed the
object on the design.

2. Move the mouse to the design. The mouse-pointer will change
to a plus sign. Now you can decide where the top-left-part will
start of the object. Click the mouse.

3. You’ll see a shading which indicate the size of the object. Now
you can decide where the bottom-right-part will end of the
object, by moving the mouse. By clicking the mouse again, the
object will be placed on the design.

After placing the picture-object in the design, it will open a dialog
where you can browse for a picture-file. Choose the picture-file and
optionally mark the checkbox 'Embed picture in project file' (when
marked it will include the picture in the design, otherwise it will
always read it from the file itself, in the latter case you must be sure
the picture-file it always available). After clicking Open it will open
the picture-file and put it in the design.

® = 4 L » ThisPC » Local Disk (C:) » ABS » Bitmaps » v & | | Search Bitmaps »

Organize ¥ Newfolder 2- @

% Recent places  ~

@ Homegroup

TABS

18 This PC
ABS_2004 NoText

I Desktop

B SABS

BS_2004_smallb ABS_LOGO.BMP

File name: | ABS_2004_NoTextjpg || All Picture Formats ("wmf;".em v

DETQM picture in project Cancel

Afterwards the design looks like this:

Ojects % e 5 1 s n = 0 = w0
Mo riarinallcen,

WearerNumber
WearerName

BS

As you see in this preview, the picture can have color. But it
depends on the printer you are using, if this color can be printed out.
Also the quality of the printout is dependent of the type of printer
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you are using. If you are using pictures in your design, this will be

more critical.

Placing a barcode in a design

In the following example we are going to place a barcode in a

design.

In the first example, see picture below, a design is made in
ABSSolute-mode. Here we have the option to add 2 types of
barcodes in the design, one is the barcode of type ‘2-of-5-
interleave’ and another is the barcode of type ‘datamatrix’. These
barcodes can be selected from the list of fields that is shown below
the design. To add a barcode, just drag and drop it in the design.

Example with a barcode of type ‘2-of-5-interleave’:

Depart Invo Customer

Si

ProductCode

WearerRemark
CustomerName

00005814 o
WearerFirstName We:

30

[mm]
Dl

EfLayout [ Layout Preview| [ Previe

Variables-/Field-List

il
4 Variables
L
Bank
1l BarcodelDCode

1l BarcodeSecondarylDCode
TAT BMTaC

BusinessUnitCade
BusinessunitDescription
City
ConsumptionPointDescription
ConsumptionPointNumber
CurtainLength
CurtainRoomNurmber
CurtainWeight
CurtainWidth
CustomerMarkinGarment
CustomerName

CustornerNumber
CustomerOwned
CustomerSearchName

[T DatsMatrdDCode
«/Il| DataMatrixSecondarylDCode

Example with a barcode of type ‘Datamatrix’:
T O < O -~ = O - O - =

Depart Invo CustomerN
031

CustomerName A

00005814 .
WearerFirstName Wez o

WearerRemark

ProductCode-Si

s L5

[mm]
e

&=

e

[ oyout B Layout Preview| i3 Previe

Variables-/Field-List

CustomerSearchName

1}l DataMatrixIDCode
1\l _DataMatrixSecondarylDCode

> L%

Via the properties of the barcode, you can make the choice to show
the ID or not. This can be done via the property named Show Text’
(Yes or No). Default it is set to No. When changed to ‘Yes’, it
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shows the ID of the barcode. Via property ‘Font” you can change
the font and also the size of the font. See example below. It is also
possible to set the ‘Show Text’ to ‘No’ and show the ID by adding
the IDCode-field to the design.

Properties X
B2 gl i)
Orientation Left A
Bar Width Ratic Adaptation
Export as Picture Mo
Font [Arial, 12.0 pt]
fi Frame
Optimum Size Mo
Print Optimization Mo
Rotation 0°
Show Text Yes 4——- -
4
Link URL
4
Appearance Condition Always Show
Index Level 0
Pagebreak Before Mo
Position [8.01, 12,68, 44.93, 23.14rmm]
Table of Contents Level 0 v
Show Text

The contents are printed if the type of barcode allows it.

Show Text = Yes

5 1 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
dhoccron o b

==

- WearerNu
. WearerNa

E o o o

1 | 00005814

Bk

Show Text = No and using IDCode-field in design.

5 10 ‘ 15 20
BT T P P R ETY R PRI

40 45 50

e

- WearerNu
- WearerNa

IDCode

10

15
|

20

il

B Layout & Layout Preview | [&3 Preview

Variables-/Field-List

GarmentSequenceNumber
-[A] IDCode

Using other types of barcodes in the design

As mentioned in previous paragraph, there are 2 types of barcodes
available via the fields that can be used in the design. Apart from
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that it is also possible to add a different type of barcode in the
design. Here it will be explained how this can be done.

Step 1. First place a barcode-shape to the design, via Insert-Tab and
by clicking on the Barcode-icon and after that by clicking in the
design and by indicating a rectangle (size) for the barcode.

T 3 © O = | Lobel Designer - CAlabels EN\ABSSclut \Designs O3l

!

= - = ]
(1 | N s | z il =) 2 )
Tet  le  Redomgle  Bhpe P u~ Formati mTe. Checses DelaGra. Gose HMTen  FOP  OLEComl.
e
L
=
i
0 5 10 15 20 5 30 35 a0 45 50 5
R R R N A R R R N PR RN N FR R RN RN AR FR R R R R R F AR R RN R R RN RN R R |
o=
oz
-
e_
N
=
E-

Step 2. After that it will automatically open the Barcode Contents-
dialog. Select ‘Formula’ and click the Edit-button.

o 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 l4l) 45 50
ollo 10 0o0n0alo0a 0000 sla000s000olloa0a0sdalota0o0analotntanatallanatonsnalonadonallalonnnonanolann0nnanallntanens
o=
e
-
— ¢ Barcode Contents x
- Data Source
a,
- O Text | Datamatrix J
E ® Formiilz) et Edit...
Ei
Em == O variable BarcodelDCode e—

- 1 reodes ry
g Layout BarcodeSecondarylDCode

DataMatrixIDCode

Variables-/Field-List

Bl Variables

@ L

Bank

1l BarcodelD¢

Il BarcodeSeq

[A] BillToCuste

[A] BusinessUr

Businessun

City Format{s):
Consumpti

[A] Consumpt|  Allowed characters:

J[A] CurtainRoc
CurtainWe
CurtainWic
Customery | (2] L oK Cancel
JA] Customerh

43



ABS - Spark Manual

Step 3: The ‘Edit Formula for Barcode’-dialog opens. Enter
‘Barcode(IDCode,” or ‘Barcode(SecundarylDCode,” (when

available from the list of fields), and after that you will get a choice
via a list of barcodes. You can scroll through the list and when the

barcode is selected, click on it to add it in the formula.

7\4( Edit Formula for Barcode

Data and Functions Condition Text DateFormat Mumber Format Operators

‘ j Functions:

E-5 Variables
& Project variables

|

Numerical functions

Mathematical functions

Date functions

String functions

Project and print dependent functions
Misc. functions

B EEEEE

Aggregate functions

Retrieves argument 1 as a barcode of the type specified in argument 2.
Example: Barcode(ltem.ltemMo, "EAN 128")

BarcodelStang} [Stnng]) Insert
-={B e}
Barcode type.
Barcode (IDCode,

25IND"
"25INT" E
"2Z5MATRIX"
"2-of-5 Datalogic" ‘__—
"2-of-5 Industrial”
"2-of -3 Interleaved"” =
"2-of-5 Matrix" hd

a | K

Syntax error: cannot interpret term 'Barcode(IDCode,’
i
&) LU= oK Cancel

Step 4: At the end be sure to add a ‘)’ to the formula and click OK-

button when finished. See example below.

;\&:{ Edit Formulz for Barcode

Data and Functions Condition Text Date Format Mumber Format Operators

> L] | FF

AL e T

x}

| j Functions: E:
“» Variables ‘ j
& Project variables
B Mumerical functions A
B Mathematical functions
Date functions
-1 String functions
-1 Project and print dependent functions
Misc. functions
#-1 Aggregate functions .
Retrieves argument 1 as a barcode of the type specified in argument 2.
Example: Barcode(ltem.ltemMNo, "EAN 128")
Insert
Barcode(|DCode, "ORCode") ) =
Iy s
&
2 5
< | > ©
G| U= oK Cancel

Here the barcode of the selected type is added to the design. Any

properties of the barcode can be changed via the properties-section.
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[m]
v

In case you want to change the type of barcode, then double-click
on the barcode-shape in the design after which you can change the
type via the formula.

Chapter 6 SparkPrint

SparkPrint

Starting SparkPrint

This chapter explains what you can do with the SparkPrint-program.

You can do the following with SparkPrint:

= Design and modify labels for each mode

= Manually fill-in labels by keyboard and print them
=  Fill-in labels by file and print them

SparkPrint can be started in the following way:

Through the desktop
From the desktop, double-click on the icon named ‘SparkPrint’

By menu
From the menu, select the option Start, Programs and Spark. Click
on the icon named ‘SparkPrint’

When the program is started, you’ll see the following screen:
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Selecting labels

Manual mode

File Help
e & 5 5 X @ =
Manual Labels ~ SPARK m

| Description

Sample latel with barcode 2462016 125346
2462016 130856
15:6:2007 11.00.52
1332008 13:33.56
22-6-2008 16:11:02 ABS Laundry

EE e
00001234

abels
(==
}4 % Pint
A Labelsby
File

Mew Sample label with barcode:

Label

=== Modiy
Label

ABS5S5olute ¥

ABSSolute PWB (¥

ABS Laundry Business Solutions

|

When SparkPrint has been started, you will see a window from
where you can select labels. You will see a list of available label-
designs with at the right an example of the label. For each label
you’ll see the name and the creation/last modified- date. You can
select a label by use of the mouse or keyboard.

Toolbar

At the top is a toolbar, with this toolbar you can navigate through
the labels. You can also delete a selected label, rename it, or copy a
label. For each function there exists a button.

Sort

It is possible to sort the list of labels on name or on date. By
pressing the label ‘Design’ you can sort the list on name. By
pressing the label ‘Date’ you can sort on date.

After you have started SparkPrint you will see the selection window
for the manual mode. At the top of the window the title ‘“Manual
Mode’ will be shown. If you want to switch to another mode, you
press on one of the labels — named ‘Manual’, ‘ABS-Legacy’,
‘Legacy’, ‘ABSSolute’, ‘ABSSolute PWB’, 'ABSSolute ORS' and
‘Solar’ - at the left-side menu.

In the manual mode you can do the following:

=  Design labels and modify them

=  Print labels by entering the contents manually

= Print label by entering the contents through a file

Creating a new label design

You create a new label design by pressing the button ‘New label” in
the left side menu. You’ll be asked for a name for the new label.
See for a further explanation the chapter titled
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Designing labels’.

Changing an existing label design

You change an existing label design by first selecting the label from
the list of label, after which you press the button ‘Modify label” at
the left side menu. See for a further explanation the chapter titled
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The option Print Labels

Designing labels’.

Print Labels

By selecting the option ‘Print Labels’ in the left side menu, you can
manually fill-in a label and print it. As soon as you have selected
this option, the following window can be seen:

K Spark - Print & Design = =
File Help
N 1
SPARK =~ s=z"=
¢ Finlds
Moral Field_03 lon Smith |
==
=) seel Field_04 [Sorfing Dept] |
Design Jon Smith
=3 i
= i Sorting Dept.
LA Labels
(==)
]:4 & Plint
j@ Labels by
File
) ew
Q Label
EEE) Modiy
Q Label
Label Options Amount
ABSSohte (¥ Samplez bl = Number of labels
ABSSolute PWB ¥ Praview | Print
v
|ABS Laundry Business Solutions

At the right part of this window, you see an example of the contents
of the label you had selected. The fields that are part of this label
can be filled-in manually in the middle part of the window. Suppose
you want to print labels with the name and department of
employees on each label. For each employee you can fill-in the
name and department, after which you enter the number of labels
you need, after which you press the Print-button.

Field

Dependent on the design of the label, you can fill-in one or more
fields manually. Because all fields are numbered, you will see
fieldnames like ‘Field 01 Barcode’, ‘Field 02 Barcode’,

‘Field 03°, ‘Field 04’, etc. There is a maximum of 16 fields, but
this will be sufficient for most cases. The first two fields are
reserved for barcode-fields. From field 3 and higher are text-fields.
Keep this in mind when you design your labels..

It depends on the size of the label and the font you use, how many
fields can be put on a label, but in most cases, two or three fields
will be enough.

Entering fields

You can enter fields by clicking in a field or by pressing the TAB-
key until you have reached the desired field, after which you can
enter the contents by keyboard. During typing you can see at the
right of the window how the contents will look like in the label.
Dependent on things like the width of the label, the length of the
field in the design and the font, you can enter a long or short text in
the field.

Entering the amount of label

You can enter the amount of labels you need in the field named
‘Number of labels’. You can do this by a mouse-click in this field,
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Printing a barcode range

or by using the TAB-key until you have reached this field, after
which you can enter the amount. A maximum of 99 can be entered.

Printing labels

As soon as you have entered the fields and the amount of labels you
need, you can print labels by clicking the Print-button, after which a
print-command will be created. As an indication of this, you only
will see a blue progress bar, under the Print-button, the actual
printing will take place if SparkEngine has been started and is
active. See also the chapter ‘SparkEngine’. In all cases the print-
command will be created and stored, regardless if SparkEngine is
active or not.

Note: After you have pressed the Print-button, the progress bar will
be present a short time, it is possible that you didn’t see it. In that
case, don’t press the Print-button again; otherwise it will result in an
extra print-command.

Preview on screen

As soon as you have entered the fields and amount you need, you
can also see a preview on screen. You can get a preview by pressing
the Preview-button. In that case a print-command will not be
created. You close the preview-window by clicking the cross at the
top right of the window.

Printing barcodes

Suppose you need labels with a barcode range, where each barcode
is incremented and stored automatically. With the option ‘Print
Labels’ it’s possible to print labels with a barcode. You only need to
create a label design that includes the field ‘Field 01 Barcode’. By
checking the option ‘Print Barcode Range’ this field will be filled
in. The last barcode will be shown automatically in the field
‘Field 01 Barcode’, so you only need to fill in the rest of the fields.
All labels you print will include an incremental barcode.

Entering the last barcode

In SparkEngine you can see and set the last barcode. This barcode
will be taken as soon as you start printing a barcode-range.

You can do this with the option ‘System Settings’ and ‘Barcode
settings’. It’s important you set it to a barcode, which is not in use
yet in your company. This applies also to all barcodes above this
last barcode.

Creating a label design with a barcode field

To print barcode ranges, you need one or more label design that
contains the field ‘Field 01 Barcode’. Once this field is part of the
design, you can check the option ‘Print Barcode Range’.

Other fields you need in the design depend on the use of the label.
Suppose you want to label items in your stock, then — in most cases
—you’ll only need a label with only the barcode (and number) on it.
You also can decide to include your company-name on the label.

Printing a barcode-range

Do the following to print labels with a barcode-range:

- Start SparkPrint

- Select the label you want to use and contains at least the field
‘Field 01 Barcode’

- Select the option ‘Print Labels’
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- Check the option ‘Print Barcode Range’, the last barcode will
be shown in the field ‘Field 01 Barcode’

- If there are any other fields, fill them in

- Enter the number of labels you want to print

- Press the Print-button, after which the barcode-range will be
printed. Afterwards the last barcode will be shown in the field
‘Field 01 Barcode’

The option Print Labels by File

With the option ‘Print Labels by File’ you also can print labels like
the option ‘Print Labels’ with the difference that you don’t enter the
fields manually, but through a file. After you have started this
option, you’ll see the following:

- e v

Print Labels - Use File “USPARKS &

Manuel Field_03 \
=3 !
=1 s Field_04 \
==) Desin Figld_03
== !
e i Field_04
o Labels
==)
]:J & Fint
{552 Labels by
File “Terdi
" Field_03 Field_04 -
P tew
abe S
e 0 A
Select Mone Select All Selected 0 Tatal 0 Browse

Label
(Samp\eZ Ibl

mount
Mumber of labels ‘
Preview | Print |

ABS Laundry Business Selutions W |

In this window you see at the right an example of the label you had
selected. In the middle-part of the window you see the fields that
are part of the label. These fields cannot be entered manually. You
can make use of a file to fill-in the fields. This file can be created
with a program like Microsoft® Excel.

File specification
The file you can use to fill-in the fields must be of a special format:

<field_01_barcode>;<field_02_barcode>;<field_03>;<field_04>;

So a semicolon must separate each field. The contents of each field
can be filled in freely; with the exception of the first two fields,
these are reserved for barcodes. If you don’t want a barcode, the
first two fields can be left empty. There is a maximum of 16 fields.

The following is an example of such a file (without a barcode):
; ;Anderson;C;Kitchen;

; s Peterman; B;Restaurant;

;;Salvador;M K;Kitchen;

; ;Rubenstein; S;Kitchen;

An example with a barcode:

00003415; ;Anderson;C;Kitchen;
00004433; ;Anderson;C;Kitchen;
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00001331;;Anderson;C;Kitchen;
00003144; ;Peterman;B;Restaurant;
00003145; ; Peterman;B;Restaurant;

File location

The location of the file is default set to ‘c:\labels\user\textfile’. This
can also be changed to another location with SparkEngine. See also
the paragraph “Setup of * on page 59.

The Browse-button

You read a file by clicking on the Browse-button, after which a list
will be shown with files. You select the file and press the OK-
button. The file will be read and the contents will be shown in the
list above this Browse-button. The number of fields you’ll see is
dependent on the design you are using.

Selecting lines

When you have read a file, the contents will be shown on screen as
a list. Default all lines will be selected, so for each line there can be
printed a label. This will happen when you press the Print-button.
You can also de-select lines by clicking on the checkbox at the left
of each line. With the checkbox you can select or de-select a line.
You can also first press the ‘Select none’-button to de-select all,
after which you can select lines you want to include.

To select all lines, you can press the ‘Select all’-button.

Number of labels

The field ‘Number of labels’ can be used to enter the number of
labels. This amount will be used for each line you have selected.
For example, if you have selected 20 lines and the ‘number of
labels’ has been set as 5, the total number of labels will be 20 x 5 =
100.

Be sure to set the ‘number of labels’ to 1 if you are going to print
labels with barcodes. Otherwise you will get multiple (the same)
barcodes.

Printing labels

When you have selected the lines you want to print, you press the
Print-button to create a print-command. Depending on the number
of lines you have selected and the number of labels you have
entered, a print-command for number of lines x number of labels
will be created. A progress-bar will be shown to indicate the
creation of the print-command. The actual printing will take place
when SparkEngine has been started. The print-command only
creates a file. SparkEngine does the actual printing. See also the
chapter ‘SparkEngine’.

Note: After you have pressed the Print-button, the progress bar will
be present a short time, it is possible that you didn’t see it. In that
case, don’t press the Print-button again; otherwise it will result in an
extra print-command.

Preview on screen

When you have selected the lines and entered the number of labels
you need, you can also get a preview, by pressing the Preview-
button. In that case no print-command will be created, but a preview
will be shown. To create a print-command you must press the Print-
button. You close the preview-window by pressing the cross at the
top-right of the screen.
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ABS-Legacy mode

If you start SparkPrint you always begin in the Manual Mode. At
the top you will see the title ‘Manual Mode’. If you want to select
another mode, you can do this by selecting one of the gray menu-
items at the left side of the window. These items are named
‘Manual’, ‘ABS-Legacy’, ‘Legacy’, ‘ABSSolute’, ‘ABSSolute
PWB’ and ‘Solar’. Here the ABS-Legacy mode will be presented.

In the ABS-Legacy mode you can do the following:
=  Create and modify label designs

There are no other options in the ABS-Legacy mode. The reason is:
in this mode the print-commands are expected from external
software. That’s why you can only create and modify label designs.

Creating a new label

You create a new label by pressing the button ‘New label” at the
left-sided menu. The name for the new label will be asked for. For a
further explanation see the chapter
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Designing labels’.

Modifying an existing label

You modify an existing label by first selecting the label you want to
modify, after which you press the button ‘Modify label’ at the left-
sided menu. For a further explanation see the chapter *
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Legacy mode

Designing labels’.

If you start SparkPrint you always begin in the Manual Mode. At
the top you will see the title ‘Manual Mode’. If you want to select
another mode, you can do this by selecting one of the gray menu-
items at the left side of the window. These items are named
‘Manual’, ‘ABS-Legacy’, ‘Legacy’, ‘ABSSolute’, ‘ABSSolute
PWB’ and ‘Solar’. Here the Legacy-mode will be presented..

In the Legacy mode you can do the following:
=  Create and modify label designs

There are no other options in the Legacy-mode. The reason is: in
this mode the print-commands are expected from external software.
That’s why you can only create and modify label designs.

Creating a new label

You create a new label by pressing the button ‘New label’ at the
left-sided menu. The name for the new label will be asked for. For a
further explanation see the chapter
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Designing labels’.

Modifying an existing label

You modify an existing label by first selecting the label you want to
modify, after which you press the button ‘Modify label” at the left-
sided menu. For a further explanation see the chapter
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Designing labels’.
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ABSSolute mode

In the ABSSolute mode you can do the following:
=  Create and modify label designs

There are no other options in the ABSSolute-mode. The reason is:
in this mode the print-commands are expected from external
software. That’s why you can only create and modify label designs.

Creating a new label

You create a new label by pressing the button ‘New label” at the
left-sided menu. The name for the new label will be asked for. For a
further explanation see the chapter *
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Designing labels’.

Modifying an existing label

You modify an existing label by first selecting the label you want to
modify, after which you press the button ‘Modify label” at the left-
sided menu. For a further explanation see the chapter

58



ABS - Spark Manual

ABSSolute ORS mode

Designing labels’.

In the ABSSolute ORS mode you can do the following:
= Create and modify label designs

There are no other options in the ABSSolute ORS-mode. The
reason is: in this mode the print-commands are expected from
external software. That’s why you can only create and modify label
designs.

Creating a new label

You create a new label by pressing the button ‘“New label” at the
left-sided menu. The name for the new label will be asked for. For a
further explanation see the chapter °
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Designing labels’.

Modifying an existing label

You modify an existing label by first selecting the label you want to
modify, after which you press the button ‘Modify label” at the left-
sided menu. For a further explanation see the chapter *
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ABSSolute PWB mode

Designing labels’.

In the ABSSolute PWB mode you can do the following:
= Create and modify label designs

There are no other options in the ABSSolute PWB-mode. The
reason is: in this mode the print-commands are expected from
external software. That’s why you can only create and modify label
designs.

Creating a new label

You create a new label by pressing the button ‘New label” at the
left-sided menu. The name for the new label will be asked for. For a
further explanation see the chapter °
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Designing labels’.

Modifying an existing label

You modify an existing label by first selecting the label you want to
modify, after which you press the button ‘Modify label’ at the left-
sided menu. For a further explanation see the chapter
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Designing labels’.
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Chapter 7 SparkEngine

In this chapter there will be explained what the ‘Print Engine’ is,
how you can start it and what options you can use.

The Print Engine

The program SparkEngine is the so-called ‘Print Engine’ and is
responsible for processing the print-commands. For example, if you
want to print labels in the manual mode and have pressed the Print-
button, there will be created a print-command, a file that contains
the print-commands. If you have started SparkEngine, this file will
be read and processed, which result in the printing of a label.

Starting the Print Engine

The ‘Print Engine’ is called SparkEngine and can be started in the
following way:

From the desktop
From the desktop you double-click on the icon named SparkEngine.

From the menu
Select the menu-options Start, Programs and Spark. Select the
option named SparkEngine.

You can also start the program during the start of the computer, by
including the menu-option SparkEngine in the menu-option
‘Startup’ in the Windows-menu.

When the program has been started for a short moment a window
____ will be shown after which it will disappear. The program will be
3¢ 1308 active and you will see an icon in the taskbar. You will see a
flashing icon in the colors red and yellow. This indicates that the
program is active and can process print-commands. If this icon is
gray, then the program is in a pause-mode and will not process

print-commands.

Closing or hiding the Print Engine

You can close (and end) the program in the following way:

- Be sure the program is shown as a window by double-clicking
on the taskbar-icon. Click on the cross at the top-right of the
window (or select the option ‘File’ and ‘Exit’). The question
‘End or hide application’ will be asked. Answer with ‘end’.

You can hide the program as follows:

- See the previous description for closing the program, but at the
question ‘End or hide application’, you answer with ‘hide’. In
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that case the program will remain active, but is only shown as a
taskbar-icon.

- Point to the taskbar-icon and press the right-mouse-button. A
small menu will be shown, select the ‘Hide’-option.

Processing print-commands

As soon as the program is active and the taskbar-icon flashes, it can
process print-commands. The following will be done.

Check on print-commands

The program is checking if there are any print-commands. A print-
command is a file that contains label-information and can be created
in different modes. If the file is created in the ABS-Legacy-,
ABSSolute-, ABSSolute PWB- and Legacy-mode, then external
software is responsible for the print-commands. If the file is created
in the manual-mode, then SparkPrint has been used to create it.

Processing a print-command

When a file could be found which contains a print-command, this
file will be read and processed. From the file information is
extracted like the name of the label design, the number of labels that
should be printed and also the contents of the fields that are
included in the label design. Also there will be decided which
printer must be used and how many labels fit on one page.

When will the print-command be processed?

A print-command that has been received will be processed by
SparkEngine — which results in printed labels — if one of the
following criteria is true:

Is the number of labels that fit on one page greater than one?

If this is the case, the following will happen:

- The Engine will wait until enough labels have been received to
fill one page

- After a specific time-period the printing will start
automatically, regardless the number of labels that has been
received

- The user decides to print the labels

- The user end the program, after which the labels will be
printed directly

Is the number of labels that fit on one page exactly one?
If this is the case, the printing will start immediately.

Was there an error during the process of the print-command?

If the design contains an error — in that case the fields could not be
processed correctly — or during another error, the print-command
will be saved. An error-message will be shown, but the user can try
to print the label at another time, after the problem has been solved.

Executing print-requests

The actual printing of the labels will not be done directly, but
through the operating system. Each print-request will be send to the
operating system to the appropriate printer, after which this print-
request will be put in the print-queue. When the print-request can be
answered, the label will be printed.
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Control of the mainscreen

Normally SparkEngine will work without the need to control it. But,
if an error occurred, it will be necessary to interfere. As soon as
SparkEngine has been started, you’ll only see an icon in the taskbar.
The main screen can be called by double-click the icon. The
following screen will appear:

File Modes Help

Labelprint Engine

< |Amount | Date

Options

\%{% Print Enging
o

% System
Setlings

Fretry | Abort | Print Now T — |

|ABS Laundry Business Solutions [ |Checking for labels a

The main part of the screen will consist of a white rectangle. In this
rectangle the print-commands will be shown as a list. The list is
divided in the following columns:

Mode

To which mode does the print-command belong? This will be
shown as ‘Manual’, ‘ABS-Legacy’, ‘Legacy’, ‘ABSSolute’,
‘ABSSolute PWB’ and 'ABSSolute ORS'. The Print Engine can
process the print-commands for each mode simultaneously.

Design
This is the name of the label design, without extension. Each print-
command belongs to one label design.

Amount

This is the number of labels that will be printed. This will be
indicated in a special format: Amount / AmountOnOnePage. For
example, the notation ‘2/4’ indicates a print-command for 2 labels
to print on a page that can have a maximum of 4 labels.

Date
The date and time the print-command was received.

Status

The status of the print-command. This indicates the status of the
print-command and will be shown as a message. Messages in red
will indicate an error-message, and will stay in the list, until you
restart the program. Messages in black, which have been processed,
will stay only temporarily in the list. The following messages are
possible:

New print task
This message will be shown if there is a new print task.
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Control of the buttons

Labels added to task

A new print-task will be added to an existing print-task. This will
only happen if there can be printed more than one label on one
page. The labels will then first be assembled before they get printed.

Printed to <printername> (label setting)

This message will be shown if the label(s) could be printed without
errors. The printer which was used will be shown and also the
printer setting.

Not printed

This message will be shown if an error occurred. In that case a
backup will be made of the print-command, so you can try to print
the label again when you have solved the problem..

In the main-window several buttons can be found at the bottom of
the window. The control of these buttons will now be explained.

The pause-button

With the pause-button you can set the Engine to a pause-mode. In
this mode the Engine will not search for print-commands. This can
be necessary if an error occurred, and you need to search for the
problem.

As soon as the Engine is set to the pause-mode, the status bar will
show the text ‘Pause’. Also the taskbar-icon will have changed to
gray and will not flashing anymore.

Also, the description on the pause-button will have been changed to
‘Resume’. By pressing again on this button, the pause-mode will be
cancelled and the Engine will resume its work. The text in the status
bar will change to ‘Checking for labels’ and the taskbar-icon will
flash again in the colors red/yellow.

The retry-button

With this button you can check if there are any print-commands that
are not processed due to an error. This can happen — for example —
if a label-design contains an error. By pressing this button, a
window will be shown with an overview of print-commands. For
each mode (Manual, ABS-Legacy, Legacy, ABSSolute, ABSSolute
PWB) there will be shown the number of print-commands. If all is
set to ‘0’ then no print-commands are left, otherwise you can try to
print the labels by pressing the Retry-button, delete the print-
commands by pressing the Delete-button or press the Cancel-button
to close the window.

The abort-button

With this button you can cancel all print-commands, which are not

already shown in the list. First there will be shown how many print-
commands are present, after which you can press the Delete-button

to delete all print-commands, press the Backup-button to store them
as a backup — so you can print them later with the Retry-button — or
press the Cancel-button to close the window.

The print-now-button
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With this button you can print labels that appear in the list as
‘Added to task’. These are print-commands that only get printed if
the page is full, so with more than one label on one page. If you
don’t want to wait until the page is full, you can press this button,
after which the labels get printed.

Note: You can also set a time-period, that is the time it will take
until the labels are printed automatically. See also the paragraph
about system-settings.

The clear-messages-button

If there are error-messages (in red) shown in the list, they will stay
there to enable you to find out what the problem is. To clear these
error-messages you can click this button. An alternative way to
clear this list is to restart SparkEngine.

Note: This button is only ‘clickable’ if there are one or more error-
messages shown in red. Normal messages (in black) will be cleared
automatically within a minute.

System settings

As stated, SparkEngine expects all print-commands in file-form.
For each mode there must exist a location/directory. Default
locations on the local hard disk will be set and used, but in a
network-environment it can be necessary to change this to an
external drive. The setup of these locations and other settings can be
done with the option ‘System settings’.

You can start the option ‘System Settings’ as follows:

1. Start SparkEngine

2. Double-click on the SparkEngine-icon in the taskbar, after
which the main window will be shown.

3. Click on the option ‘System Settings’ at the left side menu.

The following window will be shown:

File Modes Help

System Setings TSPARKS e

=
General | Addiional | Special |
Options Manual BSSolte

P Label Design Files  [ehlabels\ENbssigrsiUser? | ... | Label Design Filss o abels ENWAB S5 oyt Design] -
R3S

@ Fint Enghe Label Files N abelEN ser wor | Labiel Files N Iabels\ ENAABSS ot Dueue | ..

Test Files c:HabelstUsert Textfie Muli Design Folders -

%*?y 2 4850kt P8

Settings
Label Design Files [0 /50els’desions B EG olute] ..
Label Files - \abek\ABS SoluieFWE

Multi Design Folders =

[ABSSolute OR

Label Design Files c:hlabelshdesignshABS SoluteDF| ...
Label Files c:habels'ABS SaluteDRS

Multi Design Folders =

ABS Laundry Business Solutions [SPARK.INI [Paused
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odes

Setup of file locations

All system settings can be done in this window. The settings are
divided in several categories. An explanation will follow.

34 g

File | Modes | Help

Manual

ABS-Legacy

ABSSolute

ABSS5olute PWB dditional
Legacy
Direct ABS5olute h Files

Direct ABSSolute ORS

ABSSolute ORS

hiZ”  System
Settings

With the menu-option Modes you can decide which modes are
visible in SparkPrint. In that way you can simplify the use of
SparkPrint and SparkEngine, because only the modes you really
want to use will be shown. For example, if you only want to use the
‘Manual’- and ‘ABSSolute’-mode you check these two modes, and
de-check the other modes. When you are using SparkPrint and
SparkEngine, you will only see these two modes. The other modes
are hidden.

File locations for each mode

For each mode (Manual, ABS-Legacy, Legacy, ABSSolute,
ABSSolute PWB) you can make settings about the locations of the
files. These locations are divided for each mode, so there cannot be
any confusion about where they belong. When you install Spark all
locations will be set — as a default — to the local hard disk. If you
want to use Spark in a network-environment, then it’s possible that
you want to change these locations. In practice, the setup of these
locations has to be done only once, during the setup of the system.
You also have to be aware of file-locations that are used by external
software, for example during the ABS-Legacy-, ABSSolute- and
Legacy-mode.

File locations for each type
For each type there exist the following file locations:

Label-design files

The default file location for this type is ‘c:\labels\designs\mode’
where mode can be: User, ABS-Legacy, Legacy, ABSSolute,
ABSSolute PWB or ABSSolute ORS.

Each label design you create is saved in the appropriate directory.
This location is used by SparkPrint to save each design you create
or modify. SparkEngine also uses this location to read the design
that belongs to the print-command.

In a network-environment where more than one user is using the
Spark-software, it is recommended to use a central location for this
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design-file location. In that way each label-design needs to be
created only once.

Label files

The default location for this type is ‘c:\labels\mode’ where mode
can be: User, ABS-Legacy, Legacy, ABSSolute, ABSSolute PWB
or ABSSolute ORS.

Each print-command must be stored as a file in this location.
SparkPrint uses this location when used in the Manual Mode,
during the printing of labels. SparkEngine uses this location to read
the print-commands. If you are using external software for the ABS,
ABSSolute, ABSSolute PWB, ABSSolute ORS and Legacy modes,
then you must be sure that this software is saving the print-
commands in this location.

In a network-environment it can be necessary to set this location to
a network-location.

Text files

This location is only used in the Manual Mode and the option ‘Print
Labels By File’. It’s the location of the import-files that are read in
this option. This file can be used to fill in the fields of the selected
label design.

The default location is ‘c:\labels\user\textfile’. This implies that
files which are created with a program like Microsoft® Excel — for
use in SparkPrint — should be saved in this location.
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Barcode settings

Additional settings

Note: The settings for the Barcode are only relevant for the
Manual-Mode.

Barcode length

Here you can set the maximum length for the barcode you want to
print on a label. This is only relevant for the barcode itself, not for
the barcode-number. Default this length is set to 8. You can select
for a length of 6, 8, 10 or 12. What it should be depends also on the
scanners you are using to read the barcodes, these have to be set to a
specific length to insure a correct read of the barcode.

Last barcode

Here the last barcode is shown that’s being used during the printing
of a barcode range. See also the chapter about SparkPrint. You can
change the last barcode. Be sure you enter a barcode that’s not in
use in your company. This is the same with numbers above the
given barcode number!

Check digit

Here you can enter the check digit you want to use for the barcode.
With this method the last number of a barcode can be used as a
check digit. See also the document of the scanner you’re using. By
setting ‘NONE’, no check digit is used, and barcodes will look like
‘00000031, ©00000032” and ‘00000033’. With a check digit like
‘MOD10’, you’ll get barcodes like ‘00000318’, ‘00000326’ and
‘00000334°.

Delay finishing print job

During the design of a label, it’s possible to set the number of labels
that fit on one page; this is also printer-dependent! Suppose you use
pages that can contain 16 labels, SparkEngine will start printing
when it has received 16 labels. By setting this option ‘delay
finishing print job’ it’s possible to set the time (in minutes) after
which the page must be printed, regardless if the page is full.

Note: If you are using printers, which can only print one label at a
time, then this setting is ignored.

Example

If you set this delay to 5 minutes, then the printing will start if 5
minutes has past, after the last label was added to the print job.
Suppose there where 14 labels added to the print job, but the page
can contain 16 tables, it will take 5 minutes before the page will get
printed. The last 2 labels on the page will remain blank.

Labelfile separator

Here you can select the separator for the labelfiles. This is used to
separate the fields that are stored in the labelfile. Default this is a
comma, but you can also select another separator. Be sure you set it
to a separator that’s the same as the one that’s used by the external
software that creates the labelfiles, otherwise you will get an error
from SparkEngine, like: 1,11,3481,3399,5544,,,,13,,,,,,414,.” is not
a valid integer value.
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Backup

With this option you can turn the creation of backup-files on or off.
If you turn it on, each labelfile that is read by SparkEngine to print
labels, is stored in a folder named ‘\Backup’. For example they will
be stored in ‘C:\Labels\Abssolut\Backup’ if the ‘Abssolute’-mode is
used. The backup-files will get a filename that’s ‘timestamped’, to
ensure each file has a unique filename.

Note: If there was an error, there will always be a backup of the
labelfiles in a folder named \Error’. For example in
‘C:\Labels\Abssolut\Error’ if the ‘Abssolute’-mode is used. This
means that label-files will either be stored in the backup- or in the
error-folder, but not in both folders at the same time. This is the
case if the backup-option is turned on. If the backup-option is
turned off, then only a backup will be made in the ‘Error’-folder
during an error. Files that are stored in the ‘Error’-folder can
always be used again with the ‘Retry’-button in SparkEngine.

Log Settings
Please see the Appendix named ‘Appendix — Log Messages’ for an
explanation of this option.

Secondary Print Engine

The option 'Secondary Print Engine’ can be used if you want to use
a second Spark-PC that only prints labels when the first Spark-PC is
not printing for a certain period. This can happen when the first
Spark-PC is not functioning anymore in which case the second
Spark-PC will takes it place and continues with the printing. It is
also possible the first Spark-PC is very busy with printing and has
troubles printing all labels within the expected time.

To configure this you need an extra PC where you install Spark and
keep that active all the time. This second Spark-PC should be
configured so it will find all designs, label-files and label-printers in
order to print the labels just as the first Spark-PC is doing.

There are two options that define the second Spark-PC as a
‘Secondary Print Engine'. First you have to mark the option 'Act as
secondary print engine'. Option 'For labels older than' must be set to
the number of seconds with a default of 30 seconds. When set to 30
seconds, it means it will only start printing when it finds a label-file
that is older than 30 seconds. Otherwise it is assumed the first
Spark-PC has already printed it.
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Chapter 8 Configurations

This chapter will describe the configurations for the ABS-Legacy,
ABSSolute and Legacy modes.

Configuration for ABS-Legacy mode

The ABS-Legacy mode can be used to combine legacy ABS-
software with Spark in such a way the ABS-software can send
print-commands to Spark. The sending of these print-commands
will always be done through files.

The following shows a diagram of a configuration. To keep it
simple a strict separation has been kept between the ABS- and
Spark-workstations, but this isn’t necessary, it’s also possible to
combine the two.

SERVER Label-location:
S:\Labels\ABS1

o~ 1

Printer-1
ABS- Spark-workstation-1
workstation-1
Software: . .
Software: Printer-2
- ABS-software - SparkEngine
- SparkPrint

LN\

ABS- \ [ ]

workstation-2 Printer-3
Software: g
- ABS-software Spark-

workstation-2

Software:

- SparkEngine Printer-4
i z - SparkPrint

ABS-
workstation-3

Software:
- ABS-software
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Setting the label location

First you must set a label location that is the same on both sides.
This location is the directory where the print-commands are stored
by the ABS-software and where Spark can find it. You have to set
this location on both sides. It’s recommended to use a network-
location, for example: S:\Labels\ABS.

How you set this location is dependent on the ABS-software. In
Spark you can do this with the option ‘System setup’ which is part
of SparkEngine.

Setup of design location

The design location is the location where Spark is keeping the label
designs. This location is only used by the Spark-software, not by the
ABS-software. If you are using one SparkEngine only, then this
location can be local, for example: c:\labels\designs\ABS.

If more than one SparkEngines are used, you can better set this to a
network-location, like: s:\labels\designs\ABS. In this way you only
have/need one version of each design.

File format print-command

The file format for the print-command must be in a specific format,
in a textfile with extension .ASC:

<number of labels>,<labeldesigncode>,<field-01> <field-02>,...,

Explanation for each part:

<number of labels>

The number of labels that must be printed for each label-line. As a
default this must be set to 1. If you set this to — for example — 5,
then for each line in the file, 5 labels will be printed..
<labeldesigncode>

This is the code of the design without extension. This can only
consist of a maximum of 2 numeric characters, in the reach of ‘1’ to
’99. For example ‘1°, ‘46’ and ‘82’ are valid labeldesigncodes.
<field-01> <field-02>,...,

This is the contents of the fields which can appear in the label,
depending on the labeldesign. In the labeldesign these fields have
names like ‘FunctionDescription’, ‘RelationNumber’,
‘RelationName’, etc. Independent how many fields are expected in
the label-design, you still have to put all fields in each line, and also
in the same sequence. Each field can be separated by a comma or
semi-colon, you have to set this in SparkEngine (System Settings).
Empty fields contain a space(s) or nothing.

Example

An example of the contents is (not all fields are shown):
1,15,038,A0102.06056,L79,,,ZL,1,P,01-07,
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Setup of label designs

For each ABS-print-command you have to include a
labeldesigncode. In Spark a design with the given code should
exist.. SparkPrint and the option ‘ABS ‘en’ New Label are for the
creation of the designs. A comparison should be made between the
labels which are made in the ABS-software, so all fields which
appear in these labels, will also appear in the Spark-designs. You
also have to make sure the label-sizes are the same.

Example

Suppose there exist label-designs in the ABS-software with design
codes ‘117, “12’, 15’ and ‘20’, then at the Spark-side you need to
create designs with the same names. These will get the extension
Ibl. Suppose in ABS-design ‘11° the fields ‘RelationNumber’ and
‘RelationName’ appear, then these fields should also appear in the
Spark-design. Also the label size (height and width) should be the
same.
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Configuration for Legacy mode

The Legacy mode can be used to combine external software with
Spark. External software can create print-commands and send them
to Spark. The sending of these print-commands will always be done
through files.

What follows is a diagram that shows a configuration for this mode.
To keep things simple a strict division is kept between external
software and Spark, but you can also combine the two.

SERVER Label-location:
S:\Labels\Legacyl

Printer-1

T
/ AN / A\

ES-workstation-1 Spark-

workstation-1 1
Software: Printer-2
- External software Software:

- SparkEngine

- SparkPrint

/ AN

ES-workstation-2 \

Printer-3
Software: /
- External software

Spark-
workstation-2

1
Software: Printer-4

- SparkEngine
/ \ - SparkPrint

ES-workstation-3

Software:
- External software
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Setting the label location

First you have to set a label location that is the same on both sides.
This is the directory where the external software should save the
print-commands and where Spark can find them. Settings this
location should be done on both sides. It’s recommended to use a
network location like: S:\Labels\Legacy.

How you can set this location depends on the external-software. In
Spark you can do this in SparkEngine, with the option ‘System
Settings’.

Setup of design location

The design location is the location where Spark saves the designs
and can find them back. Spark only uses this location and is also not
by the external software. If you only use one SparkEngine, this
location can be local like: c:\labels\designs\Legacy.

If more than one SparkEngines are used, it’s recommended to use a
network location, like: s:\labels\designs\Legacy, in this way each
label design, is stored only once.

File format print-command

The file format for the print-command must be in a specific format,
in a textfile with extension .LBF:
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[<Start><Number of labels><Designcode>][<Linelnfo>...]
[<End>]

Explanation for each part:

Part Description
<Start> This indicates the start and end of each line, and should contain the
<End> characters: ***

<Number of labels>

This stands for the number of labels that should be printed for the given line.
It should consist of numeric characters. For example: 1.

<Designcode>

This is the code of the design. It must contain two numeric characters, in the
reach of ‘01’ to ‘99°. For example: 04.

<Linelnfo>

For each line that should appear in the label, there must exist a ‘lineinfo’
definition. This definition itself is divided in several parts:
<TypeOfCode><LineLength><Fontcode><Densitycode><Alligncode>
A maximum of 12 lines can be used.

The following explain the parts:

Part Description

<TypeOfCode> Use ‘/* for text and ‘B’ for a barcode.

<LineLength> The length of the line, always use 2 positions, for
example ‘05’ for a length of 5.

<Fontcode> This is a code that indicates the font type. Use codes: 1-
8 en A-H. Spark ignores this part.

<Densitycode> This is a letter that stands for the density. Use letters: n,
N, e, E, p, P, g, Q. Spark ignores this part.

<Alligncode> This is a code that indicates how the line is aligned.
Use: ‘0’ for left, ‘1’ for centered and ‘2’ for right
alignment. Spark ignores this part.

Exception

The following parts are ignored by Spark, but should be included in
each line:

<Fontcode>

<Densitycode>

<Aligncode>

Example
A few examples:

***0105/12AN1Jameson P.A./07BN1Nursery***
***0112/14AE10livers MarshaBO8AE100003930/08 AE100003930***

Setup of label designs

For each print-command a design code is used, therefore it’s
important these design have been created with Spark. The creation
of these designs can be done with SparkPrint and the option
‘Legacy’ and ‘New Label’. A comparison must be made with the
label-designs that are used in the external software, so each line of
the label will be included in the design. Also the format of the label
must be the checked.
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Including a barcode in a design

If the print-command contains a barcode, then this must be included
in the design. For this purpose there is a special variable with the
name ‘Barcode’. Suppose you are sending the following print-

command:
***%()112/14AE10livers MarshaBOSAE100003930/08 AE100003930***

This consists of 3 lines, the first and third line consists of text and
the second line consists of a barcode. In Spark you’ll need to create
a label design — named *12.1bI” - like the following::

<LINE_01>

<BARCODE>

<LINE_03>

Example

Suppose you have created label designs in the external software
with design-code ‘03’, ‘04°, ‘05’ and ‘06’, then for each design you
must create a design in Spark (each design will have extension .Ibl),
like: *03.1b1’, *04.1b1’, *05.1b1’ and *06.1b1". If the external design
‘03’ contains three lines, then these lines should also be included in
the Spark-design. You also must check the size of the label (width
and height).

Configuration for ABSSolute mode

The ABSSolute mode can be used to combine ABSSolute-software
with Spark in such a way this software can send print-commands to
Spark. The sending of these print-commands will always be done
through files.

See the diagram at the paragraph ‘Configuration for ABS-Legacy
mode’ for an example of the configuration.

Setting the label location

First you must set a label location that is the same on both sides.
This location is the directory where the print-commands are stored
by the ABSSolute-software and where Spark can find it. You have
to set this location on both sides. It’s recommended to use a
network-location, for example: S:\Labels\ABSSolut.

How you set this location is dependent on the ABSSolute-software.
In Spark you can do this with the option ‘System setup” which is
part of SparkEngine.

Setup of design location

The design location is the location where Spark is keeping the label
designs. This location is only used by the Spark-software, not by the
ABSSolute-software. If you are using one SparkEngine only, then
this location can be local, for example: c:\labels\designs\ABSSolut.
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If more than one SparkEngine is used, you can better set this to a
network-location, like: s:\labels\designs\ABSSolut. In this way you
only have/need one version of each design.

File format print-command

The file format for the print-command must be in a specific format,
in a textfile with extension .LBL:

<number of labels>,<labeltype>,<labeldesigncode>,<field-
01>,<field-02>,. ..,

Explanation for each part:

<number of labels>

The number of labels that must be printed for each label-line. As a
default this must be set to 1. If you set this to — for example — 5,
then for each line in the file, 5 labels will be printed..

<labeltype>

This is a lettercode to indicate what type of labeldesign is used. This
can be either ‘C’ for code-label or ‘N’ for name-labels. You can
also use ‘U’ for Curtain-labels.

<labeldesigncode>

This is the code of the design without extension and will be
combined with the labeltype to form the labeldesign-name. This can
only consist of maximum 2 numeric characters, in the reach of ‘1’
to ’99. For example ‘7°, ‘46’ and ‘82’ are valid labeldesigncodes.
The combined labelname will (excluding extension) will appear like
‘C01’, “C02’, “C03” ... “C99’ and ‘NO1’, ‘N02’, NO3’ ... ‘N99’,
‘Uo1’ ... ‘U99’.

<field-01><field-02>,...,

This is the contents of the fields which can appear in the label,
depending on the labeldesign. In the labeldesign these fields have
names like ‘FunctionDescription’, ‘WearerName’,
‘CustomerName’, etc. Independent how many fields are expected in
the label-design, you still have to put all fields in each line, and also
in the same sequence. Each field can be separated by a comma or
semi-colon, you have to set this in SparkEngine (System Settings).
Empty fields contain a space(s) or nothing.

Example
An example of the contents is (not all fields are shown):
1,C,15,038,A0102.06056,L79,,,ZL,1,P,01-07,

Setup of label designs

For each ABSSolute-print-command you have to include a
labeldesigncode. In Spark a design with the given code should exist.
SparkPrint and the option ‘ABSSolute‘ and "New Label’ are for the
creation of the designs. A comparison should be made between the
labels which are made in the ABSSolute-software, so all fields
which appear in these labels, will also appear in the Spark-designs.
You also have to make sure the label-sizes are the same.

Example

Suppose there exist label-designs in the ABSSolute-software with
design codes ‘C11°, “‘C12°, ‘N15” and ‘N20°, then at the Spark-side
you need to create designs with the same names. These will get the
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extension .Ibl. Suppose in ABSSolute-design ‘C11° the fields
‘WearerNumber’ and ‘WearerName’ appear, then these fields
should also appear in the Spark-design. Also the label size (height
and width) should be the same.
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Chapter 9 Multi Design Folders

Creating folders

This chapter will describe the use of multi-design-folders. By using
multi-design-folders you can set more than one location for the
design- and label-files. In that way, you can install Spark on a
Server and manage all printers in one central place. This can only
be used in the ABSSolute-, ABSSolute PWB and ABSSolute ORS-
mode in combination with printers that can be set up as network-
printers.

The first thing you have to do is create the folders that are needed
for the printers you are going to use, these are the folders where the
design- and label-files are stored. For each printer a separate folder
is needed. Also for each printer a separate folder for the design- and
for the label-files is needed.

For example, if you want to use 3 different printers, you have to
create folders like:

K:\Labels\P1\Designs
K:\Labels\P1\Labels

K:\Labels\P2\Designs
K:\Labels\P2\Labels

K:\Labels\P3\Designs
K:\Labels\P3\Labels

In this example ‘K’ refers to a network-drive.
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Entering the folders in Spark

The folders you have created should be entered in SparkEngine with
the option ‘System Settings’. By doing this, Spark knows about
these locations and will look in the entered folders for designs and
labels. So, start SparkEngine and double-click on the Spark-icon in
the task-bar. The window will open. Click on ‘System Settings’.

—~x Spark - Labelprint Engine x|

File Modes Help

System Settings

General | Addtional | Special |

Options Manuat ABSSolute
LabelDesign Files  [c:\labels\EN\designs\User | - | Label Design Files
N9 PrintE - :
(ff@y g Label Files cabels\ENUser wer | Label Fies
Test Files c:\labels\User\Texfie Muli Design Folders =+
@ Spstem
Settings
'ABS Laundry Business Solutions [SPARK.INI [Paused A

At the part named ‘ABSSolute’ there is an option named ‘Multi

Design Folders’. Click on the button at the right of this. A window
will open.

—# Multi Design Folders L x|

Printer 2

Printer 3 c:hlabels\P3\Designs ©hlabels\PIALabels
rDetail

Name

Label Designs Folder  [&:\abels\PT\Designs ] -

Label Files Folder [5:4labels\PTALabels B

|aBSsolute made

You can enter the folders by doing the following:
1. Click on the ‘+’-button.
2. Enter a name (description) for the folder.
3. Select the folder for the ‘designs’ by pressing the browse-

button and selecting the correct folder.
4. Select the folder for the ‘label-files’ by pressing the browse-

button and selecting the correct folder.
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Repeat this for all the folders you want to add.
Afterwards, press the ‘save’ button to save the list and close the
window.

Additional information:
You can delete a location with the ‘-¢-button.

Creating designs in Spark

When the folders have been entered in SparkEngine, you have to
create the designs in Spark. You do this with SparkPrint and the
option ‘ABSSolute’ (or ABSSolute PWB / ORS).

x|

_File | Help

b - ] X OB s =
ABSSOLUTE Labels " SPARK ==

Description Date

Manual A Printer 1 Wearet WearerFire
=] CO1.IbI ‘Wearer + Product + Comp/Locker + 1DCc|25-4-2005 12:03:00 PmductG Product Description

=] CO2.Ibl ‘Wearer + Prodcut + Last Issued 5-1-2005 10:38:28 LastlssueDate

ABSSolute -
| ‘Wearer + Product + Last Issued + IDCod¢| 14-12-2004 8:17:58 IDCode

=] C04.Ibl IDCode + barcode + Date 21-1-2005 8:17:30
() MewlLabel =] CO5.bl IDCode + barcode 13-12-2004 14:38:3¢
=] COB.Ibl 13-12-2004 14:38:3¢|
=] CO7.Ibl 21-12-2004 14:37:5¢]
=] CO8.Ibl 13-12-2004 14:38:3¢]

(B2=) Modiy Label

] CO3.1bl Customer 5-1-2005 12:27:00

=] NOT.Ibl 16-12-2004 15:30:1¢]
] NO3.Ibl Function + Barcode 21-12-2004 14:25:3¢
=) N10.Ibl 13-12-2004 14:38:3¢
Printer 2
=) CO1.1bl Wearer 25-4-200512:03:00
=] CO2.Ibl ‘warer + Product 5-1-2005 10:38:28

=) CO3.Ibl ‘Wearer + Product + Last Issued 14-12-2004 8:17:58
=] CO4.Ibl IDCode + barcode + Date 21-1-2005 8:17:30

=] COS.Ibl 13-12-2004 14:38:3¢

ABSSolute PWB ¥

Direct Print

ABS Laundry Business Solutions 4

When you have started SparkPrint and selected the option
‘ABSSolute’, you will see the names/descriptions of the printer-
locations you had created. Now you have to create the designs that
are needed. The simplest way to do this is create them only in the
first location (‘Printer 1’ in this example), and copy them to the
other locations with the ‘copy’-button.

So do the following:

1. Select the first location at the top.

2. Click on ‘New label’ and create a new label.

3. Click on the design you’ve created and then click on the
‘copy’-button.

4. A window will be shown where you can select the location you
want to copy the design to. Select the location and press the
OK-button.

Now the design will appear in two different locations. You can do

this will all designs you create and copy them to one or more

locations.

Changing printers for each location
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After you have created all necessary designs and copied them to the
other locations, they will all refer to the same printer. So the next
thing you have to do is set the designs for each location to the
correct printer.

Changing the printer for a design:

1. You change the printer by selecting a design and click on the
button ‘Modify Label’.

2. In the design-window press the menu-option ‘Project’ and
‘Layout Regions’.

3. Intab-page 'Regions' you can change the printer.

An example:

Location | Folders Design Printer

Printer 1 | K:\Labels\P1\Designs | CO1.LBL | WABS _1\HIQ_NR1
K:\Labels\P1\Labels

C02.LBL | WABS_1\HIQ NR1

NO1.LBL | WABS_1\HIQ NR1

Printer 2 | K:\Labels\P2\Designs | CO1.LBL | WABS_2\HIQ_NR2
K:\Labels\P2\Labels

C02.LBL | WABS _2\HIQ _NR2

NO1.LBL | WABS _2\HIQ NR2

Printer 3 | K:\Labels\P3\Designs | CO1.LBL | WABS_3\HIQ_NR3
K:\Labels\P3\Labels

C02.LBL | WABS_3\HIQ _NR3

NO1.LBL | WABS_3\HIQ NR3

This example shows you the following:

1. There are 3 locations named ‘Printer 1°, ‘Printer 2’ and ‘Printer
3’. They have separate folders for storing the design- and label-
files.

2. Each location has 3 designs, named ‘CO1.LBL’, ‘C02.LBL’
and ‘NO1.LBL’.

3. Each location refers to a different network-printer, named
‘\ABS_1\HIQ NRI1’, ‘WABS_2\HIQ NR2’ and
‘WABS_3\HIQ NR3’.

This is just an example. You are not restricted to 3 designs for each
location, and you can also have designs in one location, that doesn’t
have to appear in another location.

Of course, at the ‘ABSSolute’-side you must also make the correct

settings, so the designs will refer to the correct locations/folders that
have been set in Spark.
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Appendix - Spark & label printers

The appendix-chapters will explain how you can use Spark with a
specific label printer. For each label printer you need to know how
it must be configured to function correctly with Spark. So please
look at the appendix related to the label-printer you are using for
information about the configuration.

Spark & printer drivers

Please be sure you install the correct printer-driver for the label-
printer you are going to use. The latest driver can be found on the
web-site of 'Seagull Scientific'. Look for windows-printer-drivers
and the brand-name of the label-printer you are using. For example,
if you are using Thermopatch-label-printers then look for that
brand-name.

Spark & label printers

After the correct printer driver has been installed it should be
configured. This includes the configuration of the paper-sizes that
you need and that is possible with the label-printer you have.
Because this can differ per brand and type of label-printer it is
explained for each printer separately. See the next chapters for more
details per printer.
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Appendix — Spark & HIQ-1 printer

Preface

This appendix ‘Spark & HIQ-1 printer’ will explain how you can
use Spark combined with a printer of type HIQ-1 (trademark of
Thermopatch). This is a thermotransfer-printer where each label is
printed through a label-roll. The big advantage of this type of
printer is that each label can have a different height and can be cut
to the correct size. Afterwards the label can be patched to a
garment.

Setup of printer driver

Before you can use the printer, you have to install and setup the
appropriate printer-driver. See the documentation that is included
by your printer for instructions how to install the printer-driver. To
do a setup of the printer-driver, select the option ‘printers’ and
choose the right printer. With a right-click of the mouse, a menu
will be shown. Then choose Properties. A window that is divided
into tab-pages will be shown. On each tab-page there are settings.
Some of them will be shown in this appendix, tab-pages that are not
shown are not important.

Please be sure you install the correct printer-driver. The latest driver
can be found on the web-site of 'Seagull Scientific'. Look for
windows-printer-drivers and Thermopatch.

Special note!

If you are going to use Spark in a network-environment combined
with this type of printer, you must be sure the printer-configuration
is the same for each computer! This is important if you are storing
the label designs at one central location. A difference in the
configuration can result in problems during the change of a printer-
specific property of the label design, like the label-size; this change
will then not be taken over on another computer.
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Be sure you use the same sequence as shown here. It is strongly
recommended to use the same settings:

- Open the Devices and Printers Dialog
- Right click on the HIQ-1 Printer and select Printing
Preferences.

e £
L @ <« All Contrel Panel ltems » Devices and Printers. v & Search Devices and Printers »

Addadevice  Addaprinter  Seewhat'sprinting  Manage default printers  Print server properties  » &) v @

~

PDF Complete PrimaPDF BT | Set < default printes
HiQ,  Printing preferences I .
Thermapatch HIQ-1  Model:  Thermoy Printer properties ) in queue
. Category: Printer Create shortcut
~ B Remove device
Troubleshoot Bl
Properties

- Select tab-page Graphics

Page Setup | Graphics |Sftoc:k I Oiptions I About |

Resolution: | 8.0 dpmm x 8,0 dpmm
Dithering

() None

(") Halftone

() Ordered

() Mgebraic

(@) Emor Diffusion

. Device Dithering

| Color Adjustment... Dithering Setup...

Color
Color Cortrol: Monochrome

Calar Matching:

Color Registration. .. Caolor Setup...

Ok || Concel || fomy ||
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- Select tab-page Stock

When labels should be cut after
shown below. There is also opti

every page use the settings as
on 'tear off' to tear off each label

after each page. When using a label sensor to detect the end of a
label, you have to use option 'Label Sensor: Label Gap' or 'Label
Sensor: Label Mark', this depends if gaps or marks are used on the

label.

Cut off after every label:

| Page Setup I Graphicsl Stock |[.‘rptions I About |

Media Settings

Label Sensor: | Disabled

Y|

Print b ethiod:

Media Handling

Use Cument Settings

Post-Print Action: |Cul

Occumence: |Poﬁer Every Page

Interval: 1 z|

Start Offset:

Print Options
Double Buffer

Stop Offset:

Tear off after every label:

| Page Setup |Graphics| Stock |Dptions I About |

Media Settings

Label Sensor: | Disabled

v|

Print Method:

Media Handling

Use Cument Settings

Post-Prirt Action: |Tear off

Ocounence: After Every Page

Intereal: 1 3

Start Offzet:

Print Options
Double Buffer

Stop Offset:
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Use sensor + Tear off after each label:

| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Media Settings
Label Sensor: | Label Gap W |

Print b ethiad: Use Curent Settings W

Media Handling
Post-Print Action: |Tean'F

Occumence: After Every Page

Interval: 1 ZI
Start Offzet: Stop Offzet:

Print Options
Double Buffer

- Select tab-page Options

| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
Print Speed
[T]Use Cument Printer Settings

sockop: (S0 mmme !

Print Head Temperature
Send with job

Graphics Options
Encoding: PCX
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Setup of label sizes

Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About

Stock
Name: Label 40 MM (88,0 mm x 40,0 mm)

.

Orientation Effects

(®) Portrait Mirror Image
() Landscape [ Negative

() Portrait 180°

() Landscape 180°

<Cumrent Settings: Manage...

Advanced Options...

= 1598-2016 Seaqull Scientific, Inc.,
Authors of the BarTender® label software.

QK Cancel Apphy

Tab-page Page Setup

Tab-page ‘Page Setup’ is used to set the sizes of the labels you want

to use. Because of Spark it is important to decide beforehand what

label sizes you want to use. This depends on arguments like:

- Where do you want to patch the label? If the labels are used as
collar-labels, then it should be as small as possible.

- What kind of information do you want to print on the label? If
you want to print much information on each label, you’ll need
larger sizes.

For example you can define sizes like:

- LABEL 20 MM (88 mm x 20 mm)
- LABEL 25 MM (88 mm x 25 mm)
- LABEL 30 MM (88 mm x 30 mm)
- LABEL 35 MM (88 mm x 35 mm)
- LABEL 40 MM (88 mm x 40 mm)

By creating some label sizes beforehand, you can choose a specific

size during the creation of the label-designs. You can do this in the
following way:
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In tab-page ‘Page Setup’ you choose for ‘New’. A new window will
be shown:

Stock Preview
Name: |[EREENI &
Type: Die-Cut Labels W
Label Size
Width:  |88.0mm Height | 40.0 mm
—_—————]

Exposed Liner Widths
Left: 0.0 mm Right: |0.0mm

e | [l

What you enter here are the sizes for each label. You enter the
following information:

Name

Here you enter a name for the label size. For example, enter ‘Label-
40’ to indicate this label has a height of 40 mm. The name you enter
can be used in Spark to select a label size, so be sure you enter a
significant name.

Label Size

Here you enter the sizes of the label. ‘Width’ is used to enter the
width in millimeters, this depends on the width of the label-roll you
are using, and therefore will be the same for each label. For
example, enter *88,0 mm’ if the label-width is 88 mm.

‘Height’ is used to set the height of the label in millimeters.
Suppose you need a height of 25 mm, in that case you can enter
25,0 mm’.

Exposed Liner Width

This is a margin that extends outside of the surface that can be
printed. For both values you can enter ‘0,0 mm’, because for this
type of printer, you can use the complete width.

When you are done, press the OK-button. If you want to create
another label size, press the New-button again.
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Setting the printer for each label in Spark

As soon as you have created the label sizes, you can create the
labels in SparkPrint for the right printer. Specific for this printer, the
following settings are recommended.

Printer Selection

In the option ‘Project’ and 'Layout Regions' and tab-page ‘Regions’

(in SparkPrint) the following settings are important:

- The printer you select should be ‘HIQ-1’, you can do this with
the drop-down-button shown at the right. When you have
selected the correct printer, in the option ‘Paper Size’ you
select the correct size. Here you can select the sizes you have
created in the ‘Printer Driver’. For an explanation see the
previous paragraph of this appendix.

- Be sure the option ‘Use physical paper size, and not the
printable area’ has been selected.

2 280
Vertical Ofset 0.00mm ~
Print Order Horizontal
4 Printer Settings
Printer Name Thermopatch HiQ-1 h
4 Paper Size Label 40 MM(88.00 mm x ... *f'
Orientation Portrait
Duplex Use Printer Setting
Force Paper Size Yes
MNumber of Copies 1
Paper Bin Default
Size Adjustment Keep Scale
Sort Copies Use Printer Setting
Use Physical Page Yes -
v
Use Physical Page
Sets whether the whole physical page (including the nen printable area)
or only the printable area should be used as project size.
o
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Page Setup

In option ‘Project’” and 'Layout Regions' and tab-page ‘Regions’ (in
SparkPrint) click on the button at the right of 'Layout Definition'.
Enter the following:

Page Offset: Here you enter the distance from the label-edge to
the surface that is printable. It’s recommended to enter 0.0
mm’ for the horizontal offset, and ‘2.0 mm’ for the vertical
offset.

Page Size: Here you enter the width and height of the label. For
the horizontal size you enter the width of the label-roll you are
using in millimeters. Enter the vertical size for the height of the
label; use the same value you have selected for the label size in
the tab-page ‘Printer Selection’. The value of the vertical offset
should be decremented. Suppose you have selected a label size
of 40 mm and a vertical offset of 2 mm, then you enter as
vertical size 38 mm.

Page Distance: This is the distance between the labels. Enter
‘0.0 mm’.

Page Number: The number of labels on a page. Enter 1.

Layout
Regions | Export Media | Templates
2 2| 8
Standard Layout 4 layout
P} Layout Definition 88.08 mm = 38.04mm

Size (horizontal) 88.08 mm

Horizontal (x): Vertical {y):
Page: 8808 mm 4004 mm Cancel
Offset: XIZIE I mm 2.00 mm a&
—r
: i |
Size: YQ,E 28.08 mm 38.04 mm
Distance: t I mm mm
—r
Number: I 1 1
Print Order
= Horizontal [&=] horizental bettorm up
%% Vertical %% vertical bottom up

Special note!

Be sure — for each layout — vertical offset of 2 mm! Otherwise it
can result in printing of labels with a wrong size (in most cases it
will be too big).
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HIQ-1 printer and pre-printed label

If you want to use pre-printed labels in combination with a HIQ-1
labelprinter, the following must be checked.

Printer and Sensor-position

The HIQ-1 printer has a sensor for use with pre-printed labels. The
sensor can detect a mark that appears on the label-roll. In that way
each label will be cut with the same size. If you want to make use of
the sensor, you must be sure it is positioned at the right location.
For example, if the mark on the pre-printed label is located at the
left edge of the label-roll, the sensor must also be positioned at the
left. You can position the sensor by turning a wheel. If you want to
check and change the sensor, you must first open the hood of the
printer. Also the printer-mechanism must be opened. By turning a
wheel you can change the sensor-position. See also the picture at
the inside of the printer in order to find the sensor.

Printer-driver settings

The HIQ-1 printer-driver settings must also be changed in order to
make use of the sensor. First open the printer-properties. The
following pictures will show the settings:

Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About

Media Settings
Label Sensar: Label Gap

Print b ethiad: Use Curent Settings

Media Handling
Paost-Print Action: | Tear Of

Oeccunence: After Every Page
Interval 1 =

Start Offzet: Stop Offset: | 17.8mm
Print Options

Double Buffer
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Remark

The values at Start Offset and Stop Offset are responsible for the
position of the label-contents. In this example the Stop Offset has
been set to ’30.48 mm’ in combination with a pre-printed label with
a height of 40 mm and a label-design with a height of 25 mm. In
that way the label-contents will be printed at the lower part of the
label.

See example below:

’ Laundry
Business
Solutions

ABS Laundry

00001234

SparkPrint — Label design
The following is an example of a label-design. In this case a label-
height of 35 mm (top-margin is 2 mm) has been used.

HHs = T Toal Label Designer - c\/abels\EN\designsiUser3\new. bl -aEn

Field 03
A R R

00001234

Field 03

00001234

nnnnn =

Properties X & Lot Prevew| 8

Special note: If you already had created some label-designs and

want to use them in combination with pre-printed labels, you must

change/check the printer-settings for each individual label-design!

The reason for this is, that the settings you made at ‘Printers’ for the

HIQ-1, are not automatically overtaken for each existing label. You

change the printer-settings for a specific label in SparkPrint in this

way:

1. Select the label you want to change

2. Click the button 'Delete printer settings'

3. Start SparkPrint via Modify Label

4. Select the option: Project > Layout Regions > Tab-page
Regions

5. At Printer Settings > Printer name you can assign the correct
printer and paper-size
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Appendix — Spark & HIQ-2 printer

Preface

This appendix ‘Spark & HIQ-2 printer’ will explain how you can
use Spark combined with a printer of type Godex EZ-2200, the
HIQ-2-printer (trademark of Thermopatch). This is a
thermotransfer-printer where each label is printed through a label-
roll. The big advantage of this type of printer is that each label can

have a different height and will be cut to size. Afterwards the label

can be patched to a garment.

Setup of printer driver

Please be sure you install the correct printer-driver. The latest driver

can be found on the web-site of 'Seagull Scientific'. Look for
windows-printer-drivers and Thermopatch.

The following shows how you can make the necessary printer-

driver-settings:

- Open the Devices and Printers Dialog

- Right click on the HIQ-2 Thermopatch Label Printer and select

Printing Preferences

Add a device Add a printer See what's printing

1 @5 <« All Control Panel ltems + Devices and Printers

Manage default printers

v

& Search Devices and Printers

Print server properties  » = -

x

»
@

For recommended settings, see pictures below.
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Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Resolution: | 8.0 dpmm x 8,0 dpmm
Dithering

() None
() Hafftone
() Ordered
8¢ () Algebraic
" (®) Eror Diffusion
() Device Dithering

Color
Colar Control: | Monochrome

Color Matching:

Color Registration... Color Setup...

When labels should be cut after every label:

| Page Setup | Graphics | Steck | Options | About |
Media Settings
[ Use Cumert Printer Settings

Prit Method: | Themnal Transfer v/

Media Type: |Cortn.m5 ] |

Label Gap: 3.0mm Black M ark width:

Bxdra Fead: Black Mark Dffsst

Media Handling
Post-Print Action: |C|.l Vl

Qccumence: |Pﬁer Every Label W |

Interval 1

Position Adjustments
lUse Cument Printer Settings

Start Pozition: Stop Pozition:
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When labels should be peeled off after each label:

| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
Media Settings
[ Use Cument Printer Settings

Prirt Method: |Thermd Transfer W |

Media Type: | Labels With Gaps v |

Label Gap: Black Mark width:

Eutra Feed: 0.0mm Black. tark Offzet:

Media Handling
Post-Print Action: |Peel Off

Oocurrence;

Interval

Position Adjustments
Use Curent Printer Settings

Start Pozition: Stop Position:

|| Concel [ semy |

| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
Speed Settings
[ ] Use Cument Printer Settings

Darkress
[ ] Use Cument Printer Settings

Darlness: U 16
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Here you have to make all needed paper-sizes:

Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Stock
Mame: | Label 40 MM (88,0 mm x 40,0 mm})

| MNew. | | Edt. | | Deete.

Orientation Effects
(®) Portrait Miror Image
() Landscape [] Negative
() Portrait 180°

; () Landscape 180°

Preset
Mame: |<:Currant5d‘tings> V|| Manage...

Advanced Options...

= 2004-2016 Seagull Scientffic, Inc.,
Authors of the BarTender® label software.

oK || Cancel || seply |

After you made the printer-driver settings, you can start making the
label designs via SparkPrint. Be sure to connect each design to the
correct label-printer and label-size.

See also the Appendix Spark & HIQ-1 for more information about
printer-driver settings and label designs.
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Appendix — Spark & HIQ-a3 printer

Preface

This appendix will explain how you can use Spark combined with a

printer of type HIQ-a3-CAB-printer (trademark of Thermopatch

and CAB). This is a thermotransfer-printer where each label is
printed through a label-roll. The big advantage of this type of

printer is that each label can have a different height and will be cut

to size. Afterwards the label can be patched to a garment.

Setup of printer driver

Please be sure you install the correct printer-driver. The latest driver
can be found on the web-site of 'Seagull Scientific'. Look for

windows-printer-drivers and Thermopatch.

The following shows how you can make the necessary printer-

driver-settings.

- First select the printer-driver in the ‘Devices and Printers’-

dialog, then press the right-mouse-button and from the popup-
menu select the option ‘Printer Preferences’

Add a device

PDF Complete

Add a printer See what's printing

PrimoPDF

/

Thermopatch HIQ-1  Model:

1 @5 <« All Control Panel ltems + Devices and Printers

Manage default printers

_/
g See what's printing

Thermo
HiIl:

v

Print server properties

Set as default printer

Printing preferences

N

Thermoy

Category:  Printer

L

Printer properties
Create shortcut

Remove device

Troubleshoot

Properties

& Search Devices and Printers

) in queue

=2 -

x

»
L2

A

For recommended settings, see pictures below.
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Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Resolution: |B,dem.-nx8.l]dpmm
Dithering

() None

() Halftone

() Ordered

() Mgebraic

(®) Emor Diffusion

() Device Dithering

| | Dithering Setup...

Color
Color Control: Monochrome:

Color Matching:

Color Registration... Color Setup...

| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
[ Use cument printer settings

Media Settings

Method: |Therma1 Transfer

Type: Continuous

Label Gap:

Media Handling

Post-Prirt Action: |m

Ocoumence: |Pa°ter Every Page

Interval:

Peel-0ff Dizplacement: | 0.0 mm

Top of Form Adjustment:

Advanced Options. ..

|| Cancel ||

When labels should be torn off after every label:
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| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
[ Use cument printer settings

Media Settings

Method: |Thermd Transfer v |

Type: | Labels with Gaps v/

Label Gap:

Media Handling

Post-Prirt Action: |Tea off w

Oecurmence: ]
Interval 1

Peel-0ff Dizplacement: | 0.0 mm First Cut: 0.0 mm

Top of Form Adjustment: Second Cut: |0.0 mm

Advanced Options. ..

OK || Cancel || Apply || Heb |

| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
Performance Options

Print Speed: |5|]1]] mm.sec

Backfeed Mode: | Smart

[ Single buffer mode

Device Cptions

Darkness:

[ ] Slashed Zero (@)

Here you have to make all needed paper-sizes:
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Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
Stock
MName: | Label 40 MM (88.0 mm x 40,0 mm)

New.. | | Edi.

Oriertation

(®) Portrait [] Mirror Image
() Landscape [ Negative
() Portrait 180°

() Landscape 180°

Preset
Mame: |<EurrentSettings> v|| Manage... |

Advanced Options...

= 2000-2016 Seagull Scientific, Inc.,
Authors of the BarTender® label software.

OK || Cancsl || ey ||

After you made the printer-driver settings, you can start making the
label designs via SparkPrint. Be sure to connect each design to the
correct label-printer and label-size.

See also the Appendix Spark & HIQ-1 for more information about
printer-driver settings and label designs.
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Appendix — Spark & HIQ-a4+ printer

Note
The ‘HIQ-a4+’ is a printer from the company Thermopatch.

Please be sure you install the correct Thermopatch HIQ-a4+ printer-
driver. The latest driver is included on the Spark-Setup-CD. See the
folder named Printer Drivers\Thermopatch’.

For this type of printer there are two different printer-drivers:
Thermopatch HIQ A4+ (203 dpi)

Thermopatch HIQ A4+ (300 dpi)

Be sure you install the printer-driver that matches the DPI of the
printer you have.

For recommended settings, see pictures below.

Page Setup | Graphics |Stock IOptions I.Hbol_rt |

Resolution: | 8.0 dpmm x 8,0 dpmm
Dithering

(") None

() Halftone

() Ordered

() Mgebraic

| (@) Emor Diffusion

Device Dithering

| Color Adjustment ... | | Dithering Setup...

Color
Color Control: Monochrome

Coolor M atching:

Color Registration. .. Color Setup...
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When labels should be cut after every label:

| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
[] Use cument printer settings

Media Settings

Method: | Themmal Transfer

Type: Continuous

Label Gap:

Media Handling

Post-Print Action: |Cut

Cocumence: |.Pd"la' Every Page

Ikteryal:

Peel0if Dizplacement: | 0.0mm First Cut:

Top of Form Adjustment: Second Cut:

| Advanced Options... |

| OK || Cancel || Ay || Hep

When labels should be torn off after each label:

| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
[ ] Use cument printer settings
Media Settings

Method: |'rm—mal Transfer w |

Type: |Labelsmﬂ'1 Gaps Vl

Label Gap:

Media Handling

Post-Print Action: |Teaer'F v

Occunence: v
Intereal: 1

Peel0ff Dizplacement: | 0.0 mm First Cut: 0.0 mm

Top of Form Adjustment: Second Cut: |0.0 mm

| Advanced Options... |

| Ok || Cacel || sy || Hep |
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Page Setup IGraphics I Stock | Options |.F|bom |

Performance Cptions

Print Speed: |51]u|] mm.sec

Backfeed Mode: |Smart

[ 5ingle buffer mode

Device Cptions

Darkness:

[]Slashed Zero (@)

Here you have to make all needed paper-sizes:

Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Stock
Mame: |Label A0 MM (38,0 mm x 40,0 mm}) v|
| MNew. | | Edt. || Deete. |
Preview Orientation Effects
(®) Portrait [] Mimor Image
() Landscape [ Negative
() Portrait 180°
() Landscape 180°
Preset
Mame: |<Eurrent Settings> W | | Manage ... |

Advanced Options. .. |

= 2000-2016 Seagull Scientific, Inc.,
Authors of the BarTender® |abel software.

| Ok || Cacel || sy || Hep |

After you made the printer-driver settings, you can start making the
label designs via SparkPrint. Be sure to connect each design to the
correct label-printer and label-size.

See also the Appendix Spark & HIQ-1 for more information about
printer-driver settings and label designs.
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Appendix — Spark & HIQ EOSL1 printer

Note
The printer of type 'HIQ EOS1' is a printer from the company
Thermopatch.

Please see Appendix Spark & HIQ-A4+ for general info about
setup.

Setup of printer

Install printer-driver Thermopatch HIQ (CAB) EOS1 from Seagull
Scientific. Depending on the printer itself be sure to use the correct
DPI-version (203 dpi or 300 dpi).

Setup of printer driver

Page Setup | Graphics |Stock IOptions I About |

Resolution: | 8.0 dpmm x 8,0 dpmm v
Dithering

Device Dithering

| Color Adjustment... | | Dithering Setup... |
Calor
Color Control: Monochrome b |
Coolor M atching:
Color Registration. .. Color Setup...
OK || Camcel |  2eply Help
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The following

settings are recommended when using a cutter:

| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Method:
Type:
Label Gap:

Media Hand

Deccumence

Interval

[] Use cument prirter settings

Media Settings

Post-Prirt Action: |m

Peel0if Dizplacement: | 0.0mm First Cut:

Top of Form Adjustment: Second Cut:

 Themal Transfer

| Cortinuous

ling

|Pa°ter Every Page

1

Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Print Speed:

Darkness:

Peformance Options

Backfeed Mode: |Sma't

[] Single buffer mode

Device Cptions

[]Slashed Zero (@)

50.00 mm/sec
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Here you have to make all needed paper-sizes:

Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Stock

Mame: | Label 40 MM (88,0 mm x 40,0 mm})

| MNew. | | Edt. | | Deete.

Orientation Effects

() Portrait 180°
; () Landscape 180°

Preset

(®) Portrait [] Mirror Image
() Landscape [] Negative

Mame: |<:Currant5d‘tings> V|| Manage...

Advanced Options...

= 2000-2016 Seagull Scientffic, Inc.,
Authors of the BarTender® label software.

OK || Cancel || Apply

After you made the printer-driver settings, you can start making the
label designs via SparkPrint. Be sure to connect each design to the

correct label-printer and label-size.

See also the Appendix Spark & HIQ-1 for more information about

printer-driver settings and label designs.
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Appendix - Spark & Zebra ZT230 300dpi

Preface

This appendix will explain how you can use Spark combined with a
printer of type Zebra ZT230-printer. This is a thermo Direct printer
where each label is printed through a label-roll. The big advantage
of this type of printer is that each label can have a different height
and will be cut to size. Afterwards the label can be

patched to a garment.

Setup of printer driver

Please be sure you install the correct printer-driver.

After you have installed the correct printer-driver, the printer
settings must be defined. See the screen-shots below for an example
of these settings.

@ ZDesigner ZT230-300dpi ZPL

Manage your device

This device has a few different functions. Pick one to manage settings
for that function.

ZDesigner ZT230-300dpi ZPL

Printer status:  Idle
Open print queue

Print a test page

Run the troubleshooter

Printer properties

Printing preferences

Hardware properties

Printing preferences

Page Setup: Depending on what label-sizes you need, you have to
define one or more label-sizes. Use ‘New’ to create a new label-
size.
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@ ZDesigner ZT230-300dpi ZPL Properties H

General Sharing Poris Advanced Colour Management  Security
Prnter Setings tocks | Language Barcode Fonts Command Fonts  About

Defined stocks

Stock deschption

Lavartex

Description

Define your own label stock here and save it for future use. Each stock
stores |abel dimensions and some printer seftings.

Mew.. J Change.. Delete

I R

During the definition of a label-size, you have to enter a Name,
Width and Height for the label.

@ ZDesigner ZT230-300dpi ZPL Properties H

General Sharing Pors Advanced Colour Management  Security
Printer Setings  Stocks  Language Barcode Fonls  Command Fonls  About

Defined| Define Stock ? *
MName
INAME]
Options
Darkness 15 -
Speed Im cmjs
Dimensions

Label Width |a,zu— cm
Stock de Label Height |2,5L‘r cm

Unprintable Area

Left 0,00 Top: 0,00

Descript Right 0.00 Bottom: 0.00

0K | Cancel | Help |

Mew. I Change... I Delete |

oK Cancel Apply Help
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Dithering (in the tab printer settings/preferences): Select option
‘Smooth’.

FEB ZDesigner ZT230-300dpi ZPL Printing Preferences X

Command Fonts Custom Commands Impor/Exportsetings Tools About
Options Advanced Setup Dithering Stocks Printer Memory Barcode Fonts

Dithering type
(" Scanned
" Detail
" None

E Cancel Apply Help

Advanced Setup: Depending on the label-material you are using,
you have to define the correct settings here.
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#0 ZDesigner ZT230-300dpi ZPL Properties X

Command Fonts  Custom Commands  Import/Exportsetings  Tools  About
Options Advanced Seup Dithering Stocks  Printer Memory Barcode Fonts

Operation Mode

@ Tear oft () Applicator
() Rewind (O stream
(O Peel Off RFID
(O Linerless Peel () Cutter
(O Linerless Cut Group Quantity: 0
(O Linerless Delay Cut (O Advanced **
[IMirror Image [Jinverse
Media Type
(C) Thermal Transfer (@ Thermal Direct
Tracking Mode
(@) Continuous () Mark Sensing
(C)Web Sensing
Adjustment
Top cm
Tear Off cm
Left Position cm

** Only valid for use with Labeling Software
Applicator Other Calibrate

I
=

Cancel Help

Creating a layout in Spark

During the creation of a label-layout in Spark, you must specify
what printer and label-size you want to use. The following gives an
example of what you have to set in order to make use of the Zebra
ZT230 printer with a specific label-size.

Layout X

Printer Selection  Export Media Templates Page Setup
Printer Choice
(® Printer page independent

All Pages: ZDesigner ZT230-300dpi ZPL

(O Printer page dependent

Page 1
wing Pages:

Force Page Format(s), if possible
[A] Use physical paper size and not the printable area

I? : c ane EI
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Print Setup

If you press the Select-button in the option ‘Layout’ and tab-page
‘Printer Selection’, the window ‘Print Setup’ will appear. Do the
following:

- The printer you select should be Zebra ZT230. When you have
selected the correct printer, in the option ‘Paper’ and ‘Size’ you
select the correct size. Here you can select the sizes you have
created in the ‘Printer Driver’. For an explanation see the previous
paragraph of this appendix.

Printer Selection Export Media Templates Page Setup
Printer Choice

(®) Printer page independent

All Pages: ZDesigner ZT230-300dpi ZPL
1t Setup ) Select
Printer
Name: x| _ Eropeties.
Status Ready |

Type: ZDesigner ZT230-300dpi ZPL
Where:  USB0O1

Select...

Comment:

Paper Orienttation Select...

Size: ILavartex LI . * Porrait

Source: |Manua|feed ;I " Landscape

Network... Cancel

@ oK Cancel

In the Layout-designer of SparkPrint, you can also click on menu-
option ‘Project” and after that click option ‘Layout Regions’ to
select the printer and paper size. See below for an example.

;;;é | E + | Label Designer - C:\labels\ENYABSSolute T\ Designs\CO5.1bl
Start Insert Project
T,
i a4
T [= B ®BE Z2EBY R

Design Layout Portrait Landscape Includes Report Layers Object Filter Report

Scheme~  Regions Sections List Parameters
Designs Page Setup Report Sections Project
Objects
B[ Project

A [Ted]

1 DataMatrixlDCode
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Page Setup

B Layout

5| Export Media Templates

é
Standard Layout

TR
]

Layout Definition
4 Printer Settings

Printer Name

o

82.04 mm x 24,97 mm

ZDesigner ZT230-30...

TR X (2 0m. <

Orientation Portrait
Duplex Use Printer Setting
Force Paper Size Yes
Number of Copies 1
Paper Bin Manual feed
Size Adjustment Keep Scale
Sort Copies Use Printer Setting
Use Physical Page Ves

Paper Size

Paper size (important for 'Force Paper Format'). Paper
sizes in brackets are not available for the currently

selected printer.

Cancel

B Layout

s| Export Media Templates

Paper Size

2 @ e (i
Layout Definition 82.04mm x 24.97mm
4 Printer Setting
Printer Name ZDesigner ZT230-30...
TR R (22 00mm. [+
Orientation Portrait
Duplex Use Printer Setting
Force Paper Size Yes
Number of Copies 1
Paper Bin Manual feed
Size Adjustment Keep Scale
Sort Copies Use Printer Setting
Use Physical Page Yes

Paper size (important for ‘Force Paper Format'). Paper
sizes in brackets are not available for the currently
selected printer.

Via option ‘Project’ and ‘Layout Definition” enter the following:

- Page Offset: Here you enter the distance from the label-edge to the
surface that is printable. Enter ‘0.0 mm’ for the horizontal offset,
and ‘0.0 mm’ for the vertical offset.

- Page Size: Here you enter the width and height of the label. For
the horizontal size you enter the width of the label-roll you are
using in millimeters. Enter the vertical size for the height of the
label; use the same value you have selected for the label size in the
tab-page ‘Printer Selection’. The value of the vertical offset

should be decremented. Suppose you have selected a label size of
30 mm and a vertical offset of 2 mm, then you enter as vertical size
28 mm.
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- Page Distance: This is the distance between the labels. Enter ‘0.0

mm’ (when needed).

- Page Number: The number of labels on a page. Enter 1.

] O s

117

B Page Setup
Horizontal (x): Vertical (y):
Page: 8204 mm 2306 mm
Offset: XEIE 0.00 mm 0.00 mm
—=r
ize: fammn ! !
Size: g!; 82.00 mm 25.00 mm
Distance: ,_”E mm mm
Number: 1 1
Print Order
- =3
=] Horizontal [&=] horizontal bottom up

vertical bottom up

x
Cancel
Help
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Appendix — Spark & Logomatic 2000

Preface

This appendix ‘Spark & Logomatic 2000 will explain how you can
use Spark combined with a printer of type Logomatic 2000 from the
company Thermo-Tex. This is a 9-dots matrix-printer where each
label is printed through a label-roll. The big advantage of this type
of printer is that each label can have a different height and will be
cut to size. Afterwards the label can be patched to a garment.

Please see the chapter named ‘Appendix — Spark & Direct Print” for
further instructions about this printer.
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Appendix — Spark & Logomatic 3000

Setup of printer

Preface

This appendix ‘Spark & Logomatic 3000’ will explain how you can
use Spark combined with a printer of type Logomatic 3000 from the
company Thermo-Tex. This is a 24-dots matrix-printer where each
label is printed through a label-roll. The big advantage of this type
of printer is that each label can have a different height and will be
cut to size. Afterwards the label can be patched to a garment.

The Logomatic 3000-printer itself should be set to the so-called
‘WIN-Modus’. See the manual of the printer for instructions. This
mode will always be shown on the printer’s display, after you have
switched on the printer, so you can easily check if the mode is
correct. No other settings have to be made.

Setup of printer driver

Before you can use the printer, you have to install and setup the
printer driver for this printer. This must be an Epson LQ-860
printer-driver. This driver is included with MS-Windows. You
install the driver by selecting the menu-option ‘Start’, ‘Settings’ and
‘Printers’. By double-clicking the option ‘Add Printer’ a wizard will
be started. Please follow the suggestions of the Wizard. Be sure you
do not print a test-page.

Important: It is recommended to add an extra printer that is set as
‘default printer’. This may also be a generic printer. Only then the
use of labels with different heights will be handled without
problems.
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Creation of a custom paper size

After you have installed the Epson LQ-860 printer driver, you must
create a custom paper size. By doing this, you can print labels with
a specific height.

i Epson L@-860 - Label 30 mm Properties 2| x| L

Graphics I Fonts ] Device Options I
Genersl | Detals | Shaing Paper

Paper size:  User-defined size

= = PE i
Envelope Envelope Envelope Envelope JEBIEGINY
4

User-Defined Size
Unit
. 0.01 inches

Length: |300 5’ [127 .. 23119] | & 0.1 milimeters

Width: ~ [1230 = 27 2921 ]

oK | Cancel I Restore Defaults |
About... I Restore Defaults |
. oK l Cancel | Aoply l |

Instructions for Windows 9x

- Select the option ‘Start’, ‘Settings’ and ‘Printers’.

- Select the printer named Epson LQ-860 and press the right-
mouse-button. A menu will appear.

- From the menu, select the option ‘Properties’.

- Select tab-page ‘Paper’.

- Inthe part named ‘Paper size’, select the item named ‘Custom’.
Click on this option. A window will appear.

- From the window named ‘User-defined Size’ set the width and
height you prefer. This must be set in 1/10 of millimeters. If
you want to print labels with a width of 89 mm and a height of
30 mm, you enter ‘1290’ and ‘300°’. Be sure you always add 40
mm to the width, this is a fixed left-margin for the Logomatic
3000.

- Click OK.

- Click Apply.

Special note: You can set only one custom-size. In order to print
labels of different heights, for example 20, 25 and 30 mm, you must
install more than one Epson LQ-860-printer driver. By giving them
names like ‘Epson LQ-860 20 mm’, ‘Epson LQ-860 25 mm’ and
‘Epson LQ-860 30 mm’ you can easily recognize them.
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Forms | Pots | Drivers | Security | Advanced
Forms on: MRA-NB

5x8 inch Delete
5%8 inch (Borderless)

6 3/4 Envelope
9x11 Save Form

Form name: Label 25 mm|

Create a new form

Define a new form by editing the existing name and
measurements. Then click Save Form,

Form description (measurements)

Units: (®) Metric () English
Paper size: Printer area margins:

Width: 12,90em | Left: 0,00cm Top: 0,00cm

Height: 2,3cm Right: 0,00em Bottom: 0,00cm

'@Change Form Settings

Instructions for Window Vista and higher

- You create a custom paper size with the option ‘Device and
Printers’. Select the menu-option ‘File’and ‘Server Properties’.

- Select tab-page ‘Forms’.

- Setamark in the option ‘Create a New Form’.

- At the option ‘Form Description for’ you can enter a
description for the size. Enter something like ‘Label 30 mm’.

- At “Width’ you enter the width of the label. Enter *12,90cm’
for a width of 8,90 cm where a left-margin is added of 4,00 cm
(the Logomatic-3000 printer has a fixed left-margin of 4,00
cm).

- At ‘Height’you enter the height of the label. Enter ‘3,00 cm’ for

a height of 3 cm. At ‘Left’, ‘Right’, ‘Top’ and ‘Bottom” you
can set the value to ‘0,00cm’.

- Click on the button named ‘Save Form’.

- Click ‘Apply’ and ‘OK’.

Special note: In this way you can set more than one custom-size.
But only the first you entered can be used in the printer-driver. Due

to a limit in the Epson LQ-860 printer-driver you can only select the

first custom-size you entered! This means all labels you want to
print are limited to one specific height! The only solution to this is

to use Windows 9x as operating system for your printer-pc. See also

the previous paragraph.
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Creating a layout in Spark

During the creation of a label-layout in Spark, you must specify
what printer and size you want to use. The following gives an
example of what you have to set in order to make use of the Epson
LQ-860-printer with a specific label-size.

Layout E

Export Media I Templates I Page Setup I

Printer Choice

% Printer page independent
All Pages: Epson LB-860 - Label 30 mm

Choice... I

" Printer page dependent

Page 1:

Follawing Pages

Ehoize.,

I~ Eorce Page Formats), if possible
V' Use physical paper size and not the printable area

QJ oK I Cancel |

Print Setup EHE

~ Printer
Properties |

Mame: Epson LO-860 - Label 30 mm

Status: Default printer; Ready
Type: Epson LG-860

Where:  LPT1:

Comment:
~ Paper — Orientation

Size: IUser-defined size LI & Potrait
Source: ITraclor ;I " Landscape

oK I Cancel

Printer Selection

In this window, click the Choice-button to set the printer and
printer-size. For example, you select the printer named ‘Epson LQ-
860 30 mm’and as a size you select the size ‘User-defined size’ if
you use Windows 9x. If you use Windows NT/2000 you can only
select one printer named ‘Epson LQ-860° and as a size you can only
select one size with a name like *Label 30 mm’. See also the
explanation in the previous paragraph.
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fo Hiarizants]

£ oot Betterip)
&

S | : VE] Eleltee i)

Page Setup
In this window you must set the dimensions of the label-layout you

want to use. Be sure you set a horizontal offset of 40 mm and a
vertical offset of 2 mm. This means the horizontal size must be the
width of the label minus 40 mm and the vertical size must be the
height minus 2 mm. See the picture above for an example.
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Appendix — Spark & ThermoTex TT1

Setup of printer

Preface

This appendix ‘Spark & TT1” will explain how you can use Spark
combined with a printer of type TT1 (from the company
ThermoTex). This is a thermotransfer-printer where each label is
printed through a label-roll. The big advantage of this type of
printer is that each label can have a different height and will be cut
to size. Afterwards the label can be patched to a garment.

Please be sure you install the correct printer-driver. The latest driver
can be found on the web-site of 'Seagull Scientific'. Look for
windows-printer-drivers and ThermoTex.

For this type of printer there are two different printer-drivers:
ThermoTex TT-1 (203 dpi)

ThermoTex TT-1 (300 dpi)

Be sure you install the printer-driver that matches the DPI of the
printer you have.

Setup of printer driver

Before you can use the printer, you have to install and setup the
printer driver for this printer. This driver must be the ‘ThermoTex
TT1’. The following pictures show the settings you should make,
please use the same settings as shown here.

- First select the printer-driver in the ‘printers’-window, then
press the right-mouse-button and from the popup-menu select
the option ‘Printer Preferences’

T E_ﬁ <« AllC.. » Devices ... v & Search De.

Add a device Add a printer  » = - 7]

/ _/
"".,- g See what's printing

L.

Thermopatch ThermoT Set as default printer
H'Q_Ed?_h?,: (203 (203 | Printing preferences D‘Q v

ThermoTex TT-1 (2 Printer properties

Create chortcut

C/

'@' Remove device

Troubleshoot

Properties
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Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Resolution: | 8.0 dpmm x &,0 dpmm

Dithering

() None
() Halftone
() Ordered
() Algebraic
I ; (@) Eror Diffusion
% () Device Dithering

Calor
Colar Control: | Monochrome

Calaor Matching:

Color Registration... Color Setup ..

Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |

Media Settings
Prirt Method: |'|'hermd Transfer

Media Type: |I:orm Jo0us

Feed Mode
Mode: | Rewind v | [] Pause After Cut

Pause: |Pﬂer Every Page vl Interval |1 ZI
Backfeed: | Defaut Setting v/

Feed Options
[]5et Top Adjustment:

[ ] Set Rest Position Adjustment:
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| Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
Darkress
[ Use Cumert Printer Settings (® Relative () Absolute

Darlness: U

Speed Settings
[ ] Use Cument Printer Settings

Prirt: |5u.au mm/sec

Slew: |51]su mm.sec

Backfeed:  |50.80mm/sec

Graphics Options
Encoding: |Momatlc

Setup of label sizes

Page Setup | Graphics | Stock | Options | About |
Stock
Name: |Label 40 MM (88,0 mmx 40,0 mm)

Orientation Effects

(®) Portrait [T Mimor Image
() Landscape [] Negative
() Portrait 180°

() Landscape 180°

V|| Manage... |

Advanced Options...

= 1598-2016 Seagull Scientific, Inc.,
Authors of the BarTender® label software.

OK || Canesl || Aoy ||
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Tab-page Page Setup

Tab-page ‘Page Setup’ is used to set the sizes of the labels you want

to use. Because of Spark it’s important to decide beforehand what

label sizes you want to use. This depends on arguments like:

e Where do you want to patch the label? If the labels are used as
collar-labels, then it should be as small as possible.

e What kind of information do you want to print on the label? If
you want to print much information on each label, you’ll need
larger sizes.

- Intab-page ‘Page Setup’ you choose for ‘New’. A new window
will be shown

Stock Preview
Name: [LABEL 40 MM| | [

Type: Die-Cut Labels v

Label Size

Width: | 88.0mm Height  |40.0 mm

Exposed Liner Widths
Left: 0.0 mm Right: |0.0mm

e | [

What you enter here are the sizes for each label. You enter the
following information:

Name

Here you enter a name for the label size. For example, enter ‘Label-
40’ to indicate this label has a height of 40 mm. The name you enter
can be used in Spark to select a label size, so be sure you enter a
significant name.

Label Size

Here you enter the sizes of the label. ‘Width’ is used to enter the
width in millimeters, this depends on the width of the label-roll you
are using, and therefore will be the same for each label. For
example, enter *88,0 mm’ if the label-width is 88 mm.

‘Height’ is used to set the height of the label in millimeters.
Suppose you need a height of 25 mm, in that case you can enter
25,0 mm’.

Exposed Liner Size

This is a margin that extends outside of the surface that can be
printed. For both values you can enter ‘0,0 mm’, because for this
type of printer, you can use the complete width.

When you are done, press the OK-button. If you want to create
another label size, press the New-button again.
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Creating a layout in Spark

During the creation of a label-layout in Spark, you must specify
what printer and size you want to use. The following gives an
example of what you have to set in order to make use of the TT1
printer with a specific label-size.

‘?Reg\ons?" Export Media ” Template;l
2
4 Layout =

4 Layout Definition 88.08 mm x 40.04 mm \
Size (horizontal)
Size (vertical)
Horizontal Distance
Vertical Distance
Horizental Count 1
Vertical Count 1
Horizontal Offset 0.00 mm
Wertical Offset 0.00 mm
Print Order Horizontal

4 Printer Settings

ThermoTex TT-1 (203 ... i5|[ =]

4 Paper Size LABEL 40 MM (88.00 mm ...

Printer Name

Mame of the Printer. If a warning icon is displayed, the printer is

unavailable.

QK ‘ ‘ Cancel

Print Setup

In the option ‘Project’ and 'Layout Regions' and tab-page ‘Regions’

(in SparkPrint) the following settings are important:

- The printer you select should be TT1. When you have selected
the correct printer, in the option ‘Paper Size’ you select the
correct size. Here you can select the sizes you have created in
the ‘Printer Driver’. For an explanation see the previous
paragraph of this appendix.
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Page Setup

In option ‘Layout’ and tab-page ‘Page Setup’ enter the following:

- Page Offset: Here you enter the distance from the label-edge to
the surface that is printable. It’s recommended to enter ‘0.0
mm’ for the horizontal offset, and ‘2.0 mm’ for the vertical
offset.

- Page Size: Here you enter the width and height of the label. For
the horizontal size you enter the width of the label-roll you are
using in millimeters. Enter the vertical size for the height of the
label; use the same value you have selected for the label size in
the tab-page ‘Printer Selection’. The value of the vertical offset
should be decremented. Suppose you have selected a label size
of 30 mm and a vertical offset of 2 mm, then you enter as
vertical size 28 mm.

- Page Distance: This is the distance between the labels. Enter
‘0.0 mm’.

- Page Number: The number of labels on a page. Enter 1.

L] Layout

Regions | Export Media | Templates

=

ST

4 lLayout
P} Layout Definition 88.08 mm = 38.04mm
88.08 mm

Standard Layout

Size (horizontal)

Horizental (x): Vertical {y):
Page: 88.08 mm 4004 mm Cancel
Offset: XIZIE I mm 2.00 mm 25
—r
; i |
Size: YQ,E 88.08 mm 38.04 mm
Distance: t I mm mm
—r
Number: I 1 1
Print Order
- [=E]
= Horizontal (&= horizontal bottorn up
%% Vertical %% vertical bottom up
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Appendix — Spark & ThermoTex TT3

Note
The ‘TT3’ is also a printer from the company ThermoTex.

Please be sure you install the correct printer-driver. The latest driver
can be found on the web-site of 'Seagull Scientific'. Look for
windows-printer-drivers and ThermoTex.

For further information, please see the appendix ‘Appendix Spark
& ThermoTex TT1.
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Appendix — Spark & ThermoTex TT4

Note
The “TT4’ is also a printer from the company ‘ThermoTex’.

Please be sure you install the correct printer-driver. The latest driver
can be found on the web-site of 'Seagull Scientific'. Look for
windows-printer-drivers and ThermoTex.

For this type of printer there are two different printer-drivers:
ThermoTex TT-4 (203 dpi)

ThermoTex TT-4 (300 dpi)

Be sure you install the printer-driver that matches the DPI of the
printer you have.

For further information, please see the appendix ‘Appendix Spark
& ThermoTex TT1".
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Appendix — Spark & Thermo-Ildent 2

Conditions

Setup of printer

Note
The ‘Thermo-Ident 2’ is also a printer from the company
‘ThermoTex’.

For a correct working of this printer with Spark the following must
be taken into account:

You have to use this printer in 'Graphics-mode'. You can only
do that when the printer is connected to the network. When
you use a different connection (USB or Serial) then this is not
possible.

You have to use a printer-driver of type CAB A4+ (300 dpi)
from Seagull Scientific.

You can only print one label at a time. After each label you
have to patch the label, and only after that you can print the
next label.

Settings about label-size, printing-speed and heat must be done
in printer-driver, not on the machine itself.

Be sure you made the following setting on the printer itself:
Via menu 3 select option ‘Netzwerk/Grafik'.

The printer must have firmware-version 4.02 or higher. If this
is not the case, you have to update the firmware.

For this type of printer you have to install printer-driver:
CAB A4+ (300 dpi)
This driver is available on the web-site of Seagull-Scientific.

Setup as network printer

You have to use this printer in network-mode. For this, you have to
set an IP-address on the printer itself. This must be done via the
internal setup-panel in the printer itself. To reach that you have to
unscrew a panel on the printer itself.

ThermoTex 2/
Thermo-Ident
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e At setup-panel: Click Cancel for so long till the ABS-program
has stopped.

e In menu 'Schnittstellen/Ethernet’: Turn off DHCP en enter the
IP-address you want to use (PIN: 0001).

e  Turn off the printer, wait 5 seconds and turn it on again.

Setup of printer driver

Be sure you turn 'Enable bidirectional support' off:

Fonts I Tools I About
General | Sharing | Ports | Advanced I Color Management | Security

;ﬁr cab Ad+ (300 dpi)

Print to the following port(s). Documents will print to the first free
checked port,

Port Description Printer

[] COM3:  Serial Port

[] COM4:  Serial Port

[] COM1:  Serial Port

[] COM2:  Serial Port

] FILE: Print to File

[ HL-#1... Standard TCP/IP Port HL-4150CDN-Dev C
. Standard TCP/IP Port cab Ad+ (300 dpi)

| Add Port... | | Delete Port | | Configure Port...

[] Enable bidirecticnal support *——-

[]Enable printer pooling

ok || Cancel |

You have to define the label-size via Page Setup. This must be set
to Landscape-orientation:
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Page Setup |Eraphcs|30d{ |Dptmns|.ﬁbom |
Stock
Name: | LABEL 5(¢30 (50.0 mm x 30,0 mm)

Orientation Effects

() Portrait [ Mimar Image
ALE O] Landscapeﬁ [ Negative
mmm .

() Portrait 180°

() Landscape 1807

Preset
MName: |<EwrentSetL|ngs> v||

= 2000-2014 Seagull Scientfic, Inc.,
Authars of the BarTender® label software.

Ok || Cancdl || Mooy ||

Stock Preview
Name: |WEN[SMECREN]

Label Size
Width: (500mm | Height: 30.0mm |

Exposed Liner Width
Left: |D.D mm | Right: |D.D mm |

0K || cCancel || Hebp

Other recommended settings:
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Page Sstup | Graphics |Stcc:k I Options I About |

Resolution: | 11.8 dpmm x 12,0 dpmm

Ditherng

() None
Halftore
FECARAE @
i () Ordered
() Maebraic
() Emor Diffusion

() Device Dithering

Color Adjustment ... | | Ditherng Setup...

Caolor

Color Control: Monochrome

Color Matching:

Color Registration. .. Color Setup...

|| Cancel |

Page Setup I Graphicsl Stock |[bticns | About |

Media Settings

Method: | Themnal Transfer

Type: | Cantinuous

Label Gap:

Media Handling

Post-Print Action: | MNone

Qecurrence:

Irterval:

Peel-0ff Displacement; | 0.0 mm First Cut:

Top of Form Adjustment : Second Cut:

| Advanced Options. .. |

OK || Cancel
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Page Setup I Graphics I Stock | Opticns |.ﬁboL.|t |

Performance Options
Print Speed: 150,00 mm/sec

Backfeed Mode: |Smart W |

[] Single buffer mode

Device Options
Darkness:

[ Slashed Zero (@)

Creating a layout in Spark

During the creation of a label-layout in Spark, you must specify
what printer and size you want to use. The following gives an
example of what you have to set in order to make use of the CAB
A4+ (300 dpi) printer-driver with a specific label-size.

J Printer Selection " Export Media ” Templ: " Page Setup

Printer Choice
(®) Printer page independent

All Pages: cab Ad+ (300 dpi)

Select...

Following Pages:

Select...

Force Page Format(s), if possible
Use physical paper size and not the printable area

oK | | Cancel
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cab Ad+ (300 dpi) - Properties...
Ready

Type: cab Ad+ (300 dpi)

Where:  IP_152.168.168.25

Comment:

— Paper
Size:  |LABEL 50x30

Source: ICominuous Fall

| Printer Selection " Export Media "T pl " Page Setup|

Horizontal (x): WVertical (y):

5
3
3

Page:

50.0
E 00 mm I 5.0 mm
Size: E .0 mm 15.0 mm

191

Distance: 0.0 mm I0.0 mm
MNumber: I 1
Print Order

! horizontal bottem up

' vertical bottom up

0K || Concel
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Appendix — Spark & Monarch 9855

Preface

This appendix will explain how you can use Spark combined with a
printer of type Monarch 9855-printer (trademark of PENN). This is
a thermotransfer-printer where each label is printed through a label-
roll. The big advantage of this type of printer is that each label can
have a different height and will be cut to size. Afterwards the label
can be patched to a garment.

Setup of printer driver

Please be sure you install the correct printer-driver. The latest driver
can be found on the web-site of 'Seagull Scientific'. Look for
windows-printer-drivers and Monarch.

For this type of printer there are two different printer-drivers:
Monarch 9855 (203 dpi)

Monarch 9855 (300 dpi)

Be sure you install the printer-driver that matches the DPI of the
printer you have.

Create one or more page formats. This depends on the page formats
you need for the labels you want to print.

For example, if you need a format of '88 mm x 20 mm' and '88 mm
X 25 mm’, you must add these formats using the tab-page named
'Page Setup'. Use 'New' to create a new page format.

NOTE: It is strongly recommended to add ALL page formats you
need before you are going to use SPARK.
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Via Windows-option ‘Printers & Scanners’ you choose the
Monarch 9855-printer. In this example we use the 300 dpi-version.

< Settings
@ Monarch 9855 (300 dpi) =

Manage your device

Printer status:  Idle

Open print queue Set as default

Print a test page

Run the troubleshooter

E@ Monarch 9855 (300 dpi) Printing Preferences >

Printer properties
Page Setup Graphics Stock  Options  About

srerwtn - IS BarTender.

Hardware properties Y SEAGULL SCIENTIFIC

Printing preferences

The world's most trusted software for creating and automating
barcodes, labels, cards, RFID tags and more.

Download the Trial Edition and the latest printer drivers at

www.SeagullScientific.com

Copyright © 20152015 ,—I )
Seaguil Scientfic, Inc. License. .. Version...

QK Cancel Apply Help

139



ABS - Spark Manual

Define label-sizes via ‘Page Setup’.

Via ‘Page Setup’ you have to define the label-sizes you are going to
use. Via ‘New’ you can define a new label-size. Via ‘Edit’ you can
make changes to an existing label-size definition, and via ‘Delete’
you can delete it. It is recommended to define all needed label-sizes
here before you create layouts in Spark.

Fage Setup  Graphics

@ Manarch 9855 (300 dpi) Printing Preferences

Stock  Options  About

™ Landscape 180°

— Stock
MName:
Mew Edit.. Delete. ..
— Preview Orientation Effects
% Portrait ™ Himar Image
" Landscape T Megative
™ Portrait 180"

— Preset
MName: |<Current Settings: ;I Manage... |
Advanced Options. ..
= 2015-2019 Seagull Scientific, Inc.,
Authors of the BarTender® label software.
Cancel Apply Help
@ Meonarch 9855 (300 dpi) Printing Preferences X

Edit Stock
— Stock — Preview

Name: ﬁl

Type: | Die-Cut Labels -l
r Label Size

Width: ISB.D mm Height: IZD.D mm
— Exposed Liner Widths

Left: ID.EI mm Right: Iﬂ.ﬂ mm

QK I Cancel Help
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Set options via 'Stock'.

Use 'Help'-button for an explanation of the options.

@ Menarch 9855 (300 dpi) Printing Preferences

Page Setup Graphics Stock  Options  About

— Media
Label Stock:  [Non-ndexed =~
Ribbon: IThermaI Transfer | I" High Energy
Feed Made: ICurrtinunus ;I
Skip Index: IUse Current Printer Setting i
— Back Feed Media Adjustments
[™ Enable
Dizpense: W Sensor Adjustment: W
Back Feed: W Print Adjustment: Iﬂ.ﬂ mm

OK | Cancel || Apply || Help
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Set options at 'Options'. If you are using label-material that should
be cut, use the shown options.

Note: If the print-quality is too light, mark option ‘Contrast’ and
change the setting at ‘send with job’.

Use the 'Help'-button for an explanation of the options.

= Monarch 9255 (300 dpi) Printing Preferences

Page Setup Graphice Stock Options  About

Device Options

Batch Separator: |N|:|ne j
Print Speed: |Defauh j
Format Identifier: 599 [ Use Zero Slashes
# Tags Across: 1

-

Cutter

Iv Enable Cutter

Cut Method: | Mter Every Label |

Cut Interval: 1 [
Cut Adjustment : 0.0 mm

Contrast
™ Send With Job J 0

Cancel Aoply Help

Creating a layout in Spark

During the creation of a label-layout in Spark, you must specify
what printer and size you want to use. The following gives an
example of what you have to set in order to make use of the
Monarch 9855 printer with a specific label-size.
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The Project Wizard will appear when you create a new label-layout
via SparkPrint.

Project Wizard ®

Please choose the default printer for your project and set additional printing options.

Printer choicefor all pages
Microsoft XPS Document Writer
Select.

Options

[ Eerce Page Format(s), if pessible

Print Setup

If you press the Select-button in ‘Project Wizard’-dialog, the

window Print Setup’ will appear. Do the following:

- The printer you select should be Monarch 9855. You can do
this via a drop-down-list. When you have selected the correct
printer, in the option ‘Paper’ and ‘Size’ you select the correct
size, via a drop-down-list. Here you can select from the sizes
you have created in the ‘Printer Driver’. For an explanation see
the previous paragraph of this appendix.

- Click OK when done and click Next to go to the next dialog of

the wizard.
Print Setup
Printer
Mame: |I".'10narch 5855 (300 dpi) j Properties...
Status: Ready
Type: Monarch 9855 (300 dpi)
Where:  LPT1:
Comment:
Paper Orientation
Size: LABEL 20 MM - {* Portrait
Source: |Cu:urrtinuu:uus Rall ﬂ " Landscape

Network... QK | Cancel
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In next dialog choose ‘user defined’ and click Next.

Project Wizard

o

Page Setup

‘You may choose a template if you are printing on standard labels, or you may leave the option
(user-defined) selected.

Description Size Distance Number
h v h v h v

|Avery Dennison

Boeder

Devauzet

ERO

Herma
8002 endless, 3 rows, white, 25.4 2540 1453 254 240 LI
8003 endless, 2 rows, white, 35,5 35,56 19,00 254 217 2 1
8004 endless, 2 rows, slide labels 4318 1030 254 240 2 1
8006 endless, 2 rows, white, 40.6 40,64 1453 254 240 2 1
8158 endless, 1 row, white, 73,66 73.66 1030 0.00 240 11
8202 Computer labels continous 7 7366 1030 0.00 240 11
8228 Computer labels cortinous = 3810 1030 254 240 2 1

Leitz
99017 Suspension file Labels - 50 50.00 12,00 0.00 0.00 11
11351 Jewelry Label - 54x 11 mm 54,00 11.00 0.00 0.00 T 1w

Only show templates for current page settings

Via Project Wizard a dialog will be shown where you can define the

layout:

- Page Offset: Here you enter the distance from the label-edge to
the surface that is printable. It’s recommended to enter 0.0
mm’ for the horizontal offset, and ‘2.0 mm’ for the vertical

offset.

- Page Size: Here you enter the width and height of the label. For
the horizontal size you enter the width of the label-roll you are
using in millimeters. Enter the vertical size for the height of the
label; use the same value you have selected for the label size in
the tab-page ‘Printer Selection’. The value of the vertical offset
should be decremented. Suppose you have selected a label size
of 20 mm and a vertical offset of 2 mm, then you enter as
vertical size 18 mm.

- Page Distance: This is the distance between the labels. Enter

‘0.0 mm’.

- Page Number: The number of labels on a page. Enter 1.
- Click Next to continue.

Project Wizard

a Print order:

Please chaose the layout options for your project. If you chose a template, the relevant values are
already set,

Horizontal (x): Vertical (y):
Page: 88,05 mm 2007 mm
Offset: XI:IE 0,00 mm 20 mm
=r
Size: = 83,05 mm 18,0 mm
=r
Distance: !ﬁ 0,00 mm 0.00 mm
=r
Number: 1 1
=5 (® Horizontal o= O horizental bottom up

%% () Vertical E% (O vertical bottom up
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Special note!

Be sure — for each layout — you set a vertical offset of 2 mm!
Otherwise it can result in printing of labels with a wrong size (in
most cases it will be too big).

Via Project Wizard, in next dialog, uncheck the checkbox named
‘Add title line’ and click Done!-button.

Project Wizard

The wizard can generate a title line for you (e.g. for address labels), You may also choose how many
text objects are to be created harizantally and vertically.

Objects
Horizontal (x): Vertical (y):
Number: 1 1
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Modify printer settings in Spark

Via SparkPrint and Modify label, to change the printer/paper-size

for an existing layout:

Choose menu-option ‘Project” and option ‘Layout Regions’. This

will open the Layout-dialog.

HIHS < | Label De*&r- C:\labels\EN\ABSSolute 1t Designs\C17.1bl

Start Insert Project
B REIER ™D =Y E I

Design Layout _Pgrirait Landscape Incudes Report Layers Object Filter Report =
Scheme > Regions Sections List Parameters :} Collecti
Designs Page Sefi Report Sections Project

P A YYESTEINUImDED
| i A WearerName
i A IDCode

10

Via Layout-dialog, you can set the printer and page size.

B Layout

Regions Export Media Templates

£ E RTINS o
4 Layout
B Layout Definition 88.05 mm = 20.06 mm
4 Printer Settings ‘
Printer Name Monarch 9855 (300 dpi) ‘
4 Paper Size LABEL 20 MM (88.00 mm x 20....
Orientation Portrait
Duplex Use Printer Setting
Force Paper Size No
Number of Copies 1
Paper Bin Default
Size Adjustment Keep Scale
Sort Copies Use Printer Setting
Use Physical Page Yes
Layout Definition
For label and card projects: sets the workspace area.

7

L AR e e

Cancel

Via Layout-dialog and ‘Layout Definition’, you can open the Page

setup-dialog.

| W7 Layout

Export Media Templates

£ £ 4w (i}
4 Layout
i Layout Definition 28.03mm x 20.06mm
4 Printer Settings
Printer Name Monarch 9855 (300 dpi)
4 Paper Size LABEL 20 MM (88.00 mm x 20....
Orientation Portrait
Duplex Use Printer Setting
Force Paper Size No
MNumber of Copies 1
Paper Bin Default
Size Adjustment Keep Scale
Sort Copies Use Printer Setting
Use Physical Page Yes
Layout Definition
For label and card projects: sets the workspace area,
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3 Layout
B Page Setup X
Horizontal Vartical (3
Page: 8805 mm 2006 mm
o [ oo P® mm
Size: YEIE 22.05 mm 20.06 mm
Distance: ,_”E mm mm
Humber: 1 1
Print Order
- [FE]
== Horizontal [e=] horizontal bottom up
%% Vertical %% vertical bottom up
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Appendix — Spark & Minilogic E

Setup of printer

Preface

This appendix ‘Spark & Minilogic E’ (E for Epson) will explain
how you can use Spark combined with a printer of type ‘Minilogic
E’ from the company Thermopatch. This is a 24-dots matrix-printer
where each label is printed through a label-roll. The big advantage
of this type of printer is that each label can have a different height
and will be cut to size. Afterwards the label can be patched to a
garment.

No settings have to be made for the printer itself. However, the
printer should have an up-to-date system-version to ensure it will
print correctly with MS-Windows-software.

Setup of printer driver

Before you can use the printer, you have to install and setup the
printer driver for this printer. This must be an Epson LQ-870 ESC
P/2 printer-driver. This driver is included with MS-Windows. You
install the driver by selecting the menu-option ‘Start’, ‘Settings’ and
‘Printers’. By double-clicking the option ‘Add Printer’ a wizard will
be started. Please follow the suggestions of the Wizard. Be sure you
do not print a test-page.

Special note:

When using Windows 2000/XP in combination with Spark +

Minilogic E, please note the following:

- Set the print-quality to '360 x 180" in the printer-driver. If not
the barcodes will be printed very badly!

- The printer must also have a recent hardware-version if you
want to use it in combination with Windows 2000/XP. The
EPROM should have a version of 5.6 or higher!
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Creation of a custom p

§

aper size

After you have installed the Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2 printer driver,
you must create a custom paper size. By doing this, you can print
labels with a specific height.

[Epsn 10:670 E5C P2 - Lsbe 30 o Propories KA |
l l |
I I Sharing

Paper size:  User-defined size

Fonts
Details

Graphics
General

Device Options
Paper

4

User-Defined Size
Unit
. 0.01 inches

Width:  [890 = 27 2921 ]

Length: 1300 _j::l' [127 .. 23119]

0.1 milimeters

0K

Cancel I Restore Defaults |

About...

Cancel |

Restore Defaults |

oK

|

AGpY

Instructions for Windows 9x

Select the option ‘Start’, ‘Settings’ and ‘Printers’.

Select the printer named Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2 and press the
right-mouse-button. A menu will appear.

From the menu, select the option ‘Properties’.

Select tab-page ‘Paper’.

In the part named ‘Paper size’, select the item named ‘Custom’.
Click on this option. A window will appear.

From the window named ‘User-defined Size’ set the width and
height you prefer. This must be set in 1/10 of millimeters. If
you want to print labels with a width of 89 mm and a height of
30 mm, you enter ‘890’ and ‘300°.

Click OK.

Click Apply.

Special note: You can set only one custom-size. In order to print
labels of different heights, for example 20, 25 and 30 mm, you must
install more than one Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2-printer driver. By
giving them names like ‘Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2 - 20 mm’, ‘Epson
LQ-870 ESC P/2 - 25 mm’ and ‘Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2 - 30 mm’
you can easily recognize them.
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&% Print Server Properties = 2] x|

Forms IF'or!s I Driversl Advancedl
Forms on: MRBA

LABEL 28

LABEL 27 A Delete
LABEL 29 —

~ Form Description for: [LABEL 30

v Create a New Form

Define a new form by editing the existing name and
measurements. Then click Save Form.

Measurements:
Units: &+ Metric " English

Paper Size: Printer Area Margins:

Width: |8.90cm  Left [000cm  Top:  |0.00cm

Height: [300cm  Right [0.00cm  Bottom: [0.00cn

Save Form |
Close I arice] | Seply |

Instructions for Windows Vista and higher

- You create a custom paper size with the option ‘Start’,
‘Settings’ and ‘Printers’. Select the menu-option ‘File’and
‘Server Properties’.

- Select tab-page ‘Forms’.

- Set a mark in the option ‘Create a New Form’.

- Atthe option ‘Form Description for’ you can enter a
description for the size. Enter something like ‘Label 30 mm’.

- At ‘Width’ you enter the width of the label. Enter ’8,90cm’ for
a width of 8,90 cm.

- At ‘Height’you enter the height of the label. Enter ‘3,00 cm’ for
a height of 3 cm. At ‘Left’, ‘Right’, ‘Top’ and ‘Bottom’ you
can set the value to ‘0,00cm’.

- Click on the button named ‘Save Form’.

- Click ‘Apply’ and ‘OK”.

In this way you can define one or more label-sizes. For example, a
label-size with a height of 26, 30 and 35 mm and descriptions like
‘LABEL 26 MM’, ‘LABEL 30 MM’ and ‘LABEL 35 MM’.

Special note: The minimum label/paper-height for Windows
NT/2000/XP is 25.4 mm (1 inch). Smaller will not be accepted by
the printer-driver. For Windows 98 the minimum height is 12.6
mm.
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Creating a layout in Spark

During the creation of a label-layout in Spark, you must specify
what printer and size you want to use. The following gives an
example of what you have to set in order to make use of the Epson
LQ-870 ESC P/2-printer with a specific label-size.

x

Printer Selection l Export Media I Templates I Page Setup I

Frinter Choice

All Pages:

" Printer page dependent

Page 1:

Following Fages;

Epson LO-870 ESC/P 2

Select I

|~ Force Page Format(s), if possible
V¥ Use physical paper size and not the printable area

ok | concel |
Print Setup 21 x|
— Printer
Name: Properties... I
Status:  Ready
Type: Epson LO-870 ESC/P 2
Where:  LPTT:
Comment:
— Paper Orientation
Sige:  [LABEL 30 | ' Portrait
Source: ITraclor Feed 3 " Landscape
Network... I 0K I Cancel

Printer Selection
In this window, click the Choice-button to set the printer and
printer-size. For example, you select the printer named ‘Epson LQ-
870 ESC P/2 30 mm’and as a size you select the size ‘User-defined
size’ if you use Windows 9x. If you use Windows NT/2000 you can
only select one printer named ‘Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2’ and as a
size you select a size with a name like *Label 30 mm’. As source
you select ‘Tractor Feed’. See also the explanation in the previous
paragraph.
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CTE— x
Printer Selection I Export Media I Templates I Page Setup l
Horizontal [x): Vertical [v):
Page: 89.0 mm 30,0 mm
Offset: XEIE IU.U mm |3.D mm
—
Size: YE[E IB&U mm |27.U mm
Distance: 0.0 mm 0.0 mm
=F B e
Number: lh |1
PFrint Order
& horizontal e ¢ horizontal battom up
1 € yerttical I € yertical bottor up

_@_I oK I Cancel

Page Setup

In this window you must set the dimensions of the label-layout you
want to use. It’s recommended to set a “vertical offset’ of 2 to 3 mm
to prevent problems during printing. See the picture above for an
example.
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Appendix — Spark & Pentade

Setup of printer

Preface

This appendix ‘Spark & Pentade’ will explain how you can use
Spark combined with a printer of type ‘Pentade’ from the company
Thermopatch. This is a 24-dots matrix-printer where each label is
printed through a label-roll. The big advantage of this type of
printer is that each label can have a different height and will be cut
to size. Afterwards the label can be patched to a garment.

If you want to make use of pre-printed marking tape, please read the
printer-manual about how you can configure the photo-sensor(s).
For this purpose the printer has two photo-sensors and these have to
be configured on the printer itself.

Example of pre-printed marking tape:

Setup of printer driver

Before you can use the printer, you have to install and setup the
printer driver for this printer. This must be an Epson LQ-870 ESC
P/2 printer-driver. This driver is included with MS-Windows. You
install the driver by selecting the menu-option ‘Start’, ‘Settings’ and
‘Printers’. By double-clicking the option ‘Add Printer’ a wizard will
be started. Please follow the suggestions of the Wizard. Be sure you
do not print a test-page.
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Special note:
Please note the following:

Set the print-quality to '180 x 180" in the printer-driver. If not
the barcodes will be printed very badly!

Creation of a custom paper size

i

User-Defined Size 2| x|

After you have installed the Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2 printer driver,
you must create a custom paper size. By doing this, you can print
labels with a specific height.

Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2 - Label 30 mm Propesties 2] %]

|

Graphics I Fonts ] Device Options
General | Detals | Shaing Paper

Paper size:  User-defined size

Width: {1280 = 27 2921 ]

Length: ]300 :j [127 .. 23119] | 0.1 milimeters

=== L .

4

Unit
. 0.01 inches

aK | Cancel | Restore Defaults |

About... l Restore Defaults |

oK | Cancel | Ao l

Instructions for Windows 9x

Select the option ‘Start’, ‘Settings’ and ‘Printers’.

Select the printer named Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2 and press the
right-mouse-button. A menu will appear.

From the menu, select the option ‘Properties’.

Select tab-page ‘Paper’.

In the part named ‘Paper size’, select the item named ‘Custom’.
Click on this option. A window will appear.

From the window named ‘User-defined Size’ set the width and
height you prefer. This must be set in 1/10 of millimeters. If
you want to print labels with a width of 88 mm and a height of
30 mm, you enter ‘1280’ and ‘300’.

Note: You must add a left margin for the ‘width’ to ensure the
printer is starting at the correct position. In this example a left
margin of 40 mm’ is added. If this is too less or too much you
have to correct this.

Click OK.

Click Apply.
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Special note: You can set only one custom-size. In order to print
labels of different heights, for example 20, 25 and 30 mm, you must
install more than one Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2-printer driver. By
giving them names like ‘Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2 - 20 mm’, ‘Epson
LQ-870 ESC P/2 - 25 mm’ and ‘Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2 - 30 mm’
you can easily recognize them.

Forms |F'orls I Dtivelsl Advancedl
Forms on: MBA_NE

Label 25.4 MM - Delete I

LABEL 32 MM

-
LABEL 51 MM >| SaveFom |

Eorm name: ILabE! 30 mm

[~ Create a new form

Define anewtom by editing existing hiame and
measurements, Then elick Save Form,

.~ Form description [measurements)

Urits: ' Metic " English
Paper size: Printer area margins:
Width: [1280cm  Left  [0.00cm  Top:  0.00cm

Height: |3,00cm Right: IU,OUcm Bottom: |D,UUcm

0K I Cancel | Apply

Instructions for Windows Vista and higher

- You create a custom paper size with the option ‘Start’,
‘Settings” and ‘Printers’. Select the menu-option ‘File’and
‘Server Properties’.

- Select tab-page ‘Forms’.

- Setamark in the option ‘Create a New Form’.

- At the option ‘Form Description for’ you can enter a
description for the size. Enter something like ‘Label 30 mm’.

- At “Width’ you enter the width of the label. Enter *12,80cm’
for a width of 8,80 cm.

- Note: You must add a left margin for the ‘width’ to ensure the
printer is starting at the correct position. In this example a left
margin of 4 cm’ is added. If this is too less or too much you
have to correct this.

- At ‘Height’you enter the height of the label. Enter ‘3,00 cm’ for
a height of 3 cm. At ‘Left’, ‘Right’, ‘Top’ and ‘Bottom’ you
can set the value to ‘0,00cm’.

- Click on the button named ‘Save Form’.

- Click ‘Apply’ and ‘OK’.

In this way you can define one or more label-sizes. For example, a

label-size with a height of 26, 30 and 35 mm and descriptions like
‘LABEL 26 MM’, ‘LABEL 30 MM’ and ‘LABEL 35 MM’.

155



ABS - Spark Manual

Special note: The minimum label/paper-height for Windows
NT/2000/XP is 25.4 mm (1 inch). Smaller will not be accepted by
the printer-driver. For Windows 98 the minimum height is 12.6 mm
(1/2 inch).

Creating a layout in Spark

During the creation of a label-layout in Spark, you must specify
what printer and size you want to use. The following gives an
example of what you have to set in order to make use of the Epson
LQ-870 ESC P/2-printer with a specific label-size.

x

Printer Selection l Export Media I Templates I Page Setup I

Printer Choice

All Pages: Epson LO-870 ESC/P 2

Select I

" Printer page dependent

Page 1:

Following Fages;

|~ Force Page Format(s), if possible
V¥ Use physical paper size and not the printable area

2 ok | Concel |

~— Printer
Name: Epson LOQ-870ESC/P 2 Properties...
Status:  Ready
Type: Epson LO-870 ESC/P 2
Where:  LPTT:
Comment:
— Paper Orientation
Size:  [LABEL30 =l & Portait
Source: I Tractor Feed Zl " Landscape
Network... I 0K I Cancel

Printer Selection

In this window, click the Choice-button to set the printer and
printer-size. For example, you select the printer named ‘Epson LQ-
870 ESC P/2 30 mm’and as a size you select the size ‘User-defined
size’ if you use Windows 9x. If you use Windows NT/2000 you can
only select one printer named ‘Epson LQ-870 ESC P/2’ and as a
size you select a size with a name like *Label 30 mm’. As source
you select ‘Tractor Feed’. See also the explanation in the previous
paragraph.
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Lo x
Printer Selection I Export Media I Templates |: |
Horizontal [x): Vertical [v):
Page: 127.8 mm 300 mm
Offset: XEIE IdU.D mm ID.U mm
Size: YE,E |87AD mm I30.D mm
Distance: 0.0 mm 0.0 mnm
| ! |
Number: |1 |1
Print Order
& horizontal _ € harizontal Botterm up
1  wertical T € vertical bottom up
_@I oK I Cancel
Page Setup
In this window you must set the dimensions of the label-layout you
want to use.
Example

Enter the following if you want to use a label with dimensions:
e Label width: 88 mm
e Label height: 30 mm

Horizontal | Vertical Remark
Offset 40.0 0.0 Left and top margin.
Size 87.0 30.0 Width and height of the label.
Distance | 0.0 0.0 Distance between the labels.
Number | 1 1 Number of labels horizontal
and vertical.

Note: Because the printer needs a left margin of about 40 mm, you
have to enter this here! See also the paragraph about creating a
custom paper size.
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Appendix — Spark & Star LC7211/8211

Note

The printer of type Star LC7211/8211 can be used in Spark using
the so-called Special Mode. This is explained in the appendix
named Appendix & Special Mode.
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Appendix — Spark & Epson FX-890

Preface

This appendix ‘Spark & Epson FX-890” will explain how Spark
works in combination with a printer of type Epson FX-890. This is
a dot-matrix printer that can print on label-material that’s
transported by tractor-feed.

Setup of printer driver

The printer-driver that must be used in combination with Spark is
the Epson FX-870. This driver is included with each Microsoft
Windows version. Only with this driver you’re able to define a
custom paper size that’s small enough to print labels with Spark.

Using Spark with this printer

Depending on the size of the label-material you are using, you can
print in the following two ways.

Labels are one at a row and higher than 2.54 cm

If the labels you are using are one at a row and the height of each

label is at least 2.54 cm, than you can print labels like this:

- Define one or more custom sizes with the option “printers’ of
Windows. For example a custom size of ‘8 cm x 3 cm” and
another custom size of ‘6 cm x 2.7 cm’.

- In SparkPrint you define each layout you want to use and set it
to the ‘Epson FX-870’ printer-driver and the correct paper-size.
For example you define layout ‘C01° and set it to ‘Epson FX-
870’ and custom size ‘8 cm x 3 cm’.

For further information, see the Appendix named ‘Spark &

Minilogic E’ and the paragraph about ‘creating a custom paper size’

and the paragraph about ‘defining a label-layout in Spark’.

Labels are more than one at a row and/or smaller than 2.54 cm
If the labels you are using are more than one at a row and/or the
height of each label is smaller than 2.54 cm, than you can print
labels like this:

- You define just one custom size of 22 cm x 5.1 cm’ with the
option ‘Printers’ of Windows, for the ‘Epson FX-870°.

- In SparkEngine you turn the ‘special mode’ on. You also set
the label-size to the size you want to use, for example ‘8 cm x 2
cmx 2’

- Important: To ensure a correct working you must make use of
2 tractor-feed transport mechanisms. One at the input and one
at the end of the label-material. Only then the transport of the
label-material will work without problems.

For further information, see the Appendix named ‘Spark & Special

Mode’.
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Preface

This appendix will explain how Spark works in combination with a
printer of type Epson LQ-680 (one of the suppliers is
Thermopatch). This is a dot-matrix printer that can print on label-
material that is transported by tractor-feed. It can be used — for
example - in combination with plytex-material (trademark of
Thermopatch).

Setup of printer driver

The printer-driver that must be used in combination with Spark is
the Epson LQ-860. This driver is included with each Microsoft
Windows version. Only with this driver you’re able to define a
custom paper size that is small enough to print labels with Spark.

Please be sure the following settings has been made for this printer-
driver:

e  Print directly to the printer.

e Paper-format should be 210 x 51 mm.

& pson L0 s00properties 21

Color Management I Security I Device Settings l
General | Shaing | Ports Advanced
¢ Always available
" Avaiable from | c:o0 = 10 | 0:00 —
Priority: |1 _:‘

Driver: IEpson L3-860 Ll MNew Driver... |

" Spool print documents so program finishes printing faster

€= Start printing after last page is spooled
& Start printing immediately

¢ Print directly to the printer

™| Hold mismatched documents
¥ | Print spocled documents first
I~ Keep printed docurments

[V Enable advanced printing features

Printing Defaults... I Print Processor... | Separator Page... |

oK I Cancel I Apply l
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Q' Print Server Properties B - _ﬂ_’ﬂ

Forms |Ports | Driversl Advancedl
Forms on: MRA

Japanese Postcard :J Delete I
Japanese Postcard Rotated
== |
S

Label 30 mm
Ledger

— Form Description for: |Label S1mm

v Create a New Form

Define a new form by editing the existing name and
measurements. Then click Save Form.

Measurements:
Units: = Metic " English
Paper Size: Printer Area Margins:

‘Width:  121,00em Left: IU,DUcm Top: IU,UUcm
Height: |5,1Ucm Right: IO,EIUcm Bottom: ID,OUcm

Save Form I
| oK I Cancel | Soply l

Using Spark with this printer

The printing itself is done using the so-called ‘special mode’. This
mode should be enabled in option ‘System Settings’ and tab-page
“‘Special’ in the SparkEngine-application.

Please be sure you make the following settings:
Mark the option named ‘Use Special Mode’.
e  Mark the option named ’24 pins’.

e  Select the label-format you are going to use.
e  Unmark the option ‘Use Page Shift’.

—x Spark - Labelprint Engine

File Help

System Settings
General | Additional  Special I

Options —Settings - Special S —
Use Special Mode  [v " 9pins & 24 pins

—Settings - Printer-1

Delay in secs B

Label |53 x19.0% 3 Plytex =l

N ’f’é? Print Engine
ke

% System
» Settings

Use Page Shift o

Heset label-positior I

NOTE: This printer has a button ‘Tear off/Bin’ that can be used to
shift the paper forwards/backwards when you want to fetch a plytex
label from the label-sheets.
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For further information please see the appendix named ‘Appendix -
Spark and Special Mode’ in this manual.
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Appendix — Spark & Special Mode

Preface

This appendix ‘Spark & Special Mode’ will explain how this mode
works. In this mode you can print labels on a matrix-printer like the
‘Star LC-7211’ or “Star LC-8211’ (trademark of Micronics) or
‘Epson FX-890 or ‘Epson LQ-680" using Plytex (trademark of
Thermopatch) and other labels on paper. During printing of these
types of labels, Spark can shift the paper forwards - after the last
label has been printed — to enable the user to tear-off the label. As
soon as the next label has to be printed, Spark will shift the paper
backwards and resumes printing. During this, Spark will also keep
track of the last label-position, to ensure all labels will be printed
that appear on paper, without skipping a label.

Setup of printer driver

In the ‘Special Mode’ matrix-printers of type ‘Star LC-7211" and
‘Star LC-8211" (trademark of Star Micronics) and ‘Epson FX-890°
and ‘Epson LQ-680’ can be used. In order to use these printers you
first have to install the printer-driver. In most cases these printer
drivers are included with the operating system. If it is not included
with the operating system you are using, please ask your printer-
supplier for the correct printer-drivers. In combination with Spark,
use the printer-driver that is shown in the following list:

Printer Printer-driver Type of printer
Star LC-7211 Epson FX-870 9-pins

Epson FX-890 Epson FX-870 9-pins

Star LC-8211 Epson LQ-860 24-pins

Epson LQ-680 Epson LQ-860 24-pins

Note: Please use the printer-drivers that are shown here. Only these
printer-drivers ensure a correct working with Spark.

Please be sure the following settings have been made for the
printer-driver:

e  Print directly to the printer.

e  Paper-format should be 210 x 51 mm.
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n LQ-860 Properties

Creation of a custom paper size

After you have installed the printer driver, you must create a custom
paper size. By doing this, you can print labels with a specific height.
In the ‘special mode’ you only have to create just one customer
paper size, with a width of 210 mm and a height of 51 mm.

Instructions for Windows 9x
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- Select the option ‘Start’, ‘Settings’ and ‘Printers’.

- Select the printer-driver you installed and press the right-
mouse-button. A menu will appear.

- From the menu, select the option ‘Properties’.

- Select tab-page ‘Paper’.

- Inthe part named ‘Paper size’, select the item named ‘Custom’.

Click on this option. A window will appear.
- From the window named ‘User-defined Size’ set the width to
‘2100’ and the height to510’. This must be set in 1/10 of
millimeters. Click OK.
- Click Apply.

Special note: You have to set one custom-size with the width and

height that is shown. In order to print labels of different widths and
heights, depending on the label-material you are using, you have to

define a different label-layout for this. You also must select the
correct label-format you’re going to use in ‘system-settings’ and
option ‘Special’. See also the following paragraphs for an
explanation.

Forms |Ports | Driversl Advancedl

Forms on:  MRA

Japanese Postcard :_‘ Delete |
Japanese Postcard Rotated i

Label 30 mm

Ledger -

— Form Description for: |Label 51 mm

v Create a New Form

Define a new form by editing the existing hame and
measurements. Then click Save Form.

Measurements:
Units: &+ Metic " English

Paper Size: Printer Area Margins:

width: [21.00cm  Left [0.00cm  Top [0.00cm

Height [5.10cm  Right [0.00cm  Bottom: [0.00cm

Save Forml
ok | cancel | sy |

Instructions for Window Vista and higher

- You create a custom paper size with the option ‘Start’,
‘Settings” and ‘Printers’. Select the menu-option ‘File’and
‘Server Properties’.

- Select tab-page ‘Forms’.

- Set a mark in the option ‘Create a New Form’.

- At the option ‘Form Description for’ you can enter a

description for the size. Enter something like ‘Label 51 mm’.
At “Width’ you enter the width of the label. Enter *21,00cm’.
At ‘Height’you enter the height of the label. Enter 5,10 cm’.
At ‘Left’, ‘Right’, ‘Top’ and ‘Bottom’ set the value to
‘0,00cm’.
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- Click on the button named ‘Save Form’.
- Click ‘Apply’ and ‘OK’.

Special note: You have to set one custom-size with the width and
height that is shown. In order to print labels of different widths and
heights, depending on the label-material you are using, you have to
define a different label-layout for this. You also must select the
correct label-format you’re going to use in ‘system-settings’ and
option ‘Special’. See also the following paragraphs for an
explanation.

System Settings for Special Mode

In SparkEngine you have to make some settings for the ‘Special
Mode’. For example, you have to turn this mode on. Also you have
to select the specific label-format you are going to use, depending
on the label-material you have.

After you have started SparkEngine, double-click on the icon that
appears in the taskbar. A window will appear. Select the option
‘System Settings’ and then select tab-page ‘Special’.

The following will be shown.

L. soaravepeneengne x
File . télp
R A Uy -
System Settings ' s
y g SPARK ~ s
2 General] Additional
Opti S
ptions Settings - Special et
Use Special Mode [V " 9pins " 24 pins Show Log |
),’\47 R L [~Setlings - Printer-1 Settings - Pinter-2
Delay in secs B Delay in secs.
.\57 System Label 53x19.0% 3 Plytex v Label 65 % 32.0 % 3 Plytex VI
Settings
Use Page Shift I Use Page Shift Vv
Reset|abel position ' Resetlabel position
~Example - Label Layout Setting: Example - Label Layout Setting:
Horizontal Vertical Horizontal Vertical
Offset a a Dffset o 1}
Size [mm) 53 13 Size [mm) B5 32
Distance (mm) 7 3 Distance (mm) 8 8
Number 3 1 Number & 1
~Example - Custom Size Settings: Example - Custom Size Settings:
Width [mm] 220 Width (mm) 220
Height (mm] 51 Height (mm) 51
Note: Printer Driver should be set ta 'Print directly to the printer' | Note: Printer Driver should be set to 'Print directly to the printer'

ABS Laundry Logic

[SPARK.INI IPaused

To use the ‘Special Mode” you first have to mark the checkbox
named ‘use special mode’. As soon as it is enabled, you can also
change the settings in this screen

There are two sections where you can change settings. One section
is named ‘Settings — Printer-1" and the other Settings — Printer-2’.
This means you can use one or two printers for printing labels. For
example: one printer for printing name-labels and the other for
printing code-labels.

Special note: Printer-1 will always print to a printer-device named

‘LPT1’. Printer-2 will always print to a printer-device named
‘LPT2.
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The following settings can be made:

Settings | Description Example
Use This turns this mode on/off. Checked
Special
Mode
9 pins or | Use 9 pins for a Star LC-7211/Epson 9 pins
24 pins FX-890 printer. checked
Use 24 pins for a Star LC-8211/Epson
LQ-680 printer.
Delay in | After a label is printed, the page will 5 seconds
Secs move forwards to allow the user to tear-
off the label. Afterwards it will move
backwards when the following label is
printed. To prevent this will happen after
each label, you can set a delay.
Label Depending on the label-material you 53x19x3
have, you can select the label-format you
are going to use.
It is important this is exactly the same as
the label-material you have.
Also, the label-layout must be set to the
same settings. An example for the layout
will be shown on screen.
Use page | After a label is printed, the page will Checked
shift move forward/backward to allow the
user to tear-off the label. If you do not
need this option, you can also turn it off.
Reset The last label-position will be stored, to | -
label- ensure that next time you are going to
position | print, it will start at the correct position.

By pressing this button you can reset the
label-position to the start-position. This
can be necessary if you have changed the
label-material.

If this button cannot be pressed, it is
already at the stat-position.
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Creating a layout in Spark

During the creation of a label-layout in Spark, you must specify
what printer and size you want to use. The following gives an

example of what you have to set in order to make use of the Special
Mode with a specific label-size.

In this example the printer you are going to use is a Star LC-7211 or
Epson FX-890 and the plytex-format is ’53 x 19 x 3.

Do the following to create a new layout:
e  Start SparkPrint

e Select the mode you are going to use, for example the
‘ABSSolute’ mode

Select the option ‘New Label’
Enter a code for the label, for example *01.1bl’
A wizard will be shown, see the instructions below

Project Wizard | x|

‘Welcome to the project wizard

This wizard will lead you step by step through the generation of a new project. To continue,
click the 'Next' button.

The steps on the way to your label are:

- Set print options and paper size

- Optionally choose a predefined label format
- Set layout options

@) o e

Click the Next-button.

Project Wizard

x|
w - [Please choose the default printer for your project and set additional printing options. |
Printer choice for all page
Epson FX-870
Options
™ Force Page Format(s), if possible
< Back I Next > I Cancel l
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Click the Choice-button to set the correct printer-driver and paper-

format.
[Printsecsp 2 x]
’ — Printer
Name: Epson F Properties... |
Status:  Ready
| Type: Epson FX-870
Where:  LPT1: %
Comment:
— Paper Orientation
Size:  |LABEL 51 MM =l & Portrait
Sowrce:  |Automatically Select | " Landscape

Network... |
I

[ ox 1|

Cancel |

Select the correct printer-driver and paper-size. As printer you
select — in this example - the Epson FX-870. The paper-size must
always be ‘210 x 51 mm’. This paper-size must be created during
the setup of the printer-driver. This is already explained in this

Appendix.

Project Wizard

I

‘You may choose a template for your label if you're printing on standard labels. Or, you may
leave the option [user defined) selected.

¥ Only show templates for current page settings

Description Size Distance Number
h v h v h ¥
(user defined) Al
Plytex
41x144x4 410 14.4 20 20 41
53x19.0%1 53.0 19.0 2,0 2,0 1
53x 19023 53.0 2,0 31
53r234x3 53.0 234 50 20 31
58x144:3 58.0 144 20 20 31
B5x320x3 65,0 320 20 20 31
G4x144r2 84.0 144 20 20 21
84x234x1 84.0 234 20 20 11
84x234x2 84,0 234 20 20 21
84x361x1 84,0 361 20 20 1 188
84x361x2 84,0 361 20 20 21
84:488x2 84,0 488 20 20 21
Other :J

< Back | Next> I

Cancel I

Select the plytex-format you are going to use. For example, select
’53 x 19.0 x 3°. If the plytex-format you are going to use is not
available in the list, select one that is almost similar and change the

settings in the following dialog.

Note: The plytex-format you select here must be the same you
selected in SparkEngine and System Settings. This is already

explained in this Appendix.

169



ABS - Spark Manual

Project Wizard

/

Please choose the layout options for your project. If you chose a template, the
coresponding values are preset already.

Horizontal (x): Vertical (v):
Page: 2148 mm 51,0 mm
Offset: F@ IS.U mm IU,U mm
—r
Size: YEE |53,U mm |1 9.0 mm
—r
Distance: @ |5,U mm IZU mm
—r
Number: |3 |1
Print order:
=3 - )
o ®
=5] horizontal EE] haorizontal bottom up

%E' € vertical % € yertical bottom up
7 M

< Back Nest > I Cancel |

If the plytex-format was not available in the previous dialog, you
have to change the settings here.

Note: Default, the horizontal offset will be 0, but you can change it
to — for example — 5.0 mm if the printer is printing too much to the
left of the paper. You have to test this during printing.

After this you can make and save the layout.

Some tips for testing the printer:

Always print from the application that is used combined with
Spark. For example, print from the ABSSolute-application if
you are using the ABSSolute-mode. Do not print from the
option ‘Print Sample’ that is available in the layout-screen in
SparkPrint, because then the paper will not shift forwards and
backwards.

If the printer is printing too much to the left of the paper, first
adjust the paper to solve this. If this does not fix the problem,
you can change the ‘horizontal offset’ in SparkPrint, in the
layout-screen at ‘page setup’. From the layout-screen select the
menu-option ‘Project’ and ‘Page Setup’. For example, enter a
horizontal offset of 5.0 mm.

If the printer is not shifting forwards/backwards, check if the
printer-driver is set to ‘print directly to the printer’. Also, it is
possible you have to use another printer-cable.

If during printing the labels are not printed on the correct
vertical position, please contact the ABS-helpdesk.
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Appendix — Spark & Direct Print Mode

Preface

In the ‘Direct Print Mode’ you can print labels on a matrix-printer

like the ‘Logomatic 2000’ (trademark of ThermoTex) or the

‘Minilogic E’ (trademark of Thermopatch). The method of printing

is different compared to the other modes of Spark. The following

lists the features for this mode:

- Printing is done using the command-set of the printer. You
have to tell the printer exactly what to do. This means you have
total control of the printer.

- Printing is done without making use of a Windows-printer-
driver. The advantage is that printing is not dependent of the
operating system you are using.

- Text will be printed using of the fonts of the printer. This
means printing will be faster.

For this ‘Direct Mode’ you have to tell the printer exactly what to

do. The design you make must be a list of commands for the printer.

It depends on the printer what commands and fonts can be used.

This means it is more complicated to make a design compared to

the other modes of Spark. But as soon as you have made one design

you can use this as a template.

Note: Actual printing can be done in the same way as the
‘Abssolute’-mode.

See also the chapters ‘Appendix — Direct Print Mode & Logomatic
2000’ and ‘Appendix — Direct Print Mode & Minilogic E’.

Creating a design

In the ‘Direct Print’-mode the design will be a list of commands for
the printer. It depends on the printer what commands are available.
In SparkPrint and the ‘Direct Print’-mode you have the options to
create and modify a label.

You can make a new label by pressing the ‘New Label’-button,

after which you have to enter the name for the design. This must be
a name that is in the range of ‘C01’° to ‘C99” and ‘NO1’ to ‘N99’.
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Current line

Field

After pressing the OK-button, a dialog will be shown where you can
select printer you want to use and the printer-port.

The printers you can select are:
- Logomatic 2000

- Minilogic E

The ports you can select are:

- LPT1

- LPT2

- LPT3

Printer settings ﬂ

Setting:
Printer |LOGOMATIC_2000] =]

Port LPT1 |

(1] 3 | Cancel |

After this the design-screen will be shown.

—'- Spark - Direct Print Label: c:\labels' designs’\Direct,C08.Ibl - = = 5]
"File Settings Help

[+X= :
LABEL LINES
[ Current Line

I CLR | BS ‘
Field l; Command I; Number lil Add ]
(Bank] <AlignedCentre> <000>

[BiIlT.oCustorvelNumbev] = <AI?gnedLefl> ) ~d|<001> Add Partial
(BusinessUnitCode) <AlignedLeftRight> <002>

(BusinessunitDescription) <AlignedRight> <003>

(ConsumptionPointDescription) <BarcodeEnd> <004>

[ConsumptionPointNumber) <BarcodeHOBW1Start> <005>

(CustomerMarkinG arment) <BarcodeHOBW2Start> <006>

(CustomerName) <BarcodeHOBW3Start> <007>

(CustomerMumber) <BarcodeH09w1Start> <008>

(CustomerSearchName) <BarcodeHOwW 25tart> <009>

(DeliveryPointCode) <BarcodeHO9wW3Start> <010>

1l Dt | Do od | P =

Free Text
([ Add ‘

The top-half of the screen will show the commands that you create.
This will be kept and shown in a list that is named ‘label lines’. The
bottom-half of the screen will show the following:

This shows the current line of the list-of-commands of the design.
At the right-part of this line there are two buttons. With ‘CLR’ you
can clear the current line. With ‘BS’ (backspace) you can clear the
last part of the line.

This shows a list of (Abssolute-)fields. The fields can be used in the
design. For example, if you want to print wearernames on the label,
you can select the field ‘WearerName’ and press the ‘Add’ button.
You can also mouse-double-click to add the field. With the button
‘Add Partial’ you can restrict the length of the name by entering a
‘from’ and ‘length’-value. This can be necessary to prevent printing
names that are too long to fit on the label. Example:
<(WearerName,1,12)>.
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Command

Number

Free Text

Save

Settings

With Add Partial’ you can also set the alignment for the field. You
have the options ‘None’, ‘Left’, ‘Right’ and ‘Zero’:

- None: no alignment

- Left: [ABC] will be aligned to [ABC ]

- Right: [ABC] will be alignedto [ ABC]

- Zero: [123] will be aligned to [000123]

If you use an alignment, it will be shown in the syntax as
<(FieldName,From,Length,AlignCode)>, where AlignCode is:

- 1=Left

- 2=Right

- 3=Zero

For example: <(WearerName,1,12,1)> means: Align the field to the
left from position 1, over a length of 12.

This shows a list of printer-commands. These tell the printer what to
do. By pressing the ‘Add’-button you can add the command to the
design. You can also mouse-double-click to add it. An example is:
<AlignedLeft>. An explanation of the commands will follow.

This shows a list of numbers, from 0 to 255. Some printer-
commands need an argument. For example the command
‘ShiftForwardN’ needs an argument; the number of shift-positions
the printer should shift forward. Example: <ShiftForwardN><038>.
By pressing the ‘Add’-button you can add the number to the design.
You can also mouse-double-clicking to add the number.

Here you can enter free text and add it to the design. For example if
you want some space between 2 fieldnames, like:
<(WearerNumber)><”" “><(WearerName)>

By pressing the ‘Add’-button you can add the text or with a mouse-
double-click.

You save the design by pressing the save-button from the toolbar at
the top, or by selecting ‘File’ and option ‘Save’ from the menu.

By pressing the ‘+’-button from the toolbar at the top, you can add
or insert an empty line to the command-list. Be sure you don’t leave
empty lines between the commands, this can give problems during
printing.

By pressing the “x’-button you can delete a line from the command-
list. You always have to confirm this action.

Menu-option ‘Settings’ and ‘Printer-settings’ gives you the option
to change the settings for the printer and port. These settings are the
same you entered during the creation of a new label-design.
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Appendix — Direct Print Mode &
Logomatic 2000

Preface

Please see the chapter ‘Appendix — Spark & Direct Print Mode” for
an introduction to the ‘Direct Print Mode’.

Design for Logomatic 2000

Basic structure

Print Commands

How to print?

If you want to make a design for the Logomatic 2000-printer
(trademark of ThermoTex), the following structure must always be
used.

Remark: See paragraph ’Design for Minilogic E’ if you want to
make a design for the Minilogic E-printer (trademark of
Thermpatch).

Each label should look like:

<LabelStart>
[<TextStart><TextEnd>]
[<BarcodeStart><BarcodeEnd>]
<LabelEnd>

So each design should always start with <LabelStart> and end with
<LabelEnd>.

Each line of text you want to print use be put between the
commands <TextStart> and <TextEnd>.

Each line that should contain a barcode must be put between the
commands <BarcodeStart> and <BarcodeEnd>.

The printer will do cutting of the label and repositioning
automatically.

There are a large number of print commands (not all will be covered
here). These can be divided in several categories like
‘Initialization’, ‘margins’ and ‘font settings’. Basically you have to
tell the printer how/where and what to print. With ‘how’ you tell the
printer how the output should look like. For example, what font
should be used and if want to show text in bold, italics or
underlined. With ‘where’ you tell the printer at what position
(horizontal and vertical) you want to print. With ‘what’ you tell the
printer what to print (the text or barcode).
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Initialise

Font

Character spacing

Where to print?

Horizontal position

The following shows the commands that tell the printer ‘how to
print’, how it should look like.

To be sure that commands are not kept in the printer from previous
print-actions, it is recommended to start or end the label-design with
the ‘initialise’-command.

<Initialise>

With the font-commands, you indicate the font you want to use for
the text you want to print. The following can be used.

<Courier>
<Sanserif>
<Courier2>
<Script>
<Orator>

Apart of the font, you can set the appeareance of them, for example
with ‘BoldOn’ you can make the characters bold.

<NLQOn> (Near Letter Quality)
<DraftOn>

<BoldOn>

<BoldOff>

<lItalicsOn>

<lItalicsOff>

<UnderlineOn>

<UnderlineOff>

Commands that influence the size of the characters and the
character-spacing.

<PicaOn> (10 CPI, characters per inch)
<EliteOn> (12 CPI)

<SemiSmallOn> (15 CPI)

<SmallOn>

<SmallOff>

<WidthOn>

<WidthOff>

<ProportionalOn>

<Proportional Off>

You have to tell the printer where the text/barcode should be
printed; the horizontal and vertical position.

Commands for the horizontal position are:
<LeftMarginN><013> (left start position in character-units)

(in this example the position is set to “13”).
The position can be a value from 0 to 255.
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Vertical position

What to print?

Printing text

The position is dependent on how you are printing the text, for
example if you use ‘PicaOn’ (10 CPI), then characters are taking
more space on each line than when you use ‘EliteOn” (12 CPI).

<RightMarginN><043> <right end position in character-units)
(in this example the position is set to ‘43°).
The position can be a value from 0 to 255.

This command can be important if you want to center text.

There are also alignment commands, that also influence the
horizontal position of the text on the label.

<AlignedLeft>

<AlignedRight>

<AlignedCentre>

<AlignedLeftRight> (block alignment)

Apart of this you can also use spaces to align the text. For example
(including fieldnames):

<(WearerName)><” ‘“><(WearerFirstName)>
or:
< “><(WearerName)>

There is only one command that can influence the vertical position,
but it must be used before and after each line you want to print.
Otherwise the label will stay on the same position, and all will be
printed on one line.

<ShiftForwardN><038>
(the value 38’ is just an example)
The position can be a value from 0 to 255.

With this command the label will be moved forwards vertically over
a distance of 38 units. The distance of the unit is dependent on the
printer you are using. But for the Logomatic 2000 (9 pins) one unit
is 1/216 inch. For a Logomatic 2000 (24 pins) this is 1/180 inch.

To get some space at the top the label you have to start with this
command, before you are going to print the data you want. Also to
get some space at the bottom of the label you have to end with this
command, after the data you have printed.

What you want to print you can decide yourself, but for most printer
of this type, there are only two types of data you can print: Text and
barcodes.

All text you want to print on one line must always be between the
commands:

<TextStart>
<TextEnd>

For example:
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Printing barcodes

<TextStart>
<(WearerNumber)><" ‘“><(WearerName,1,12)>
<TextEnd>

If you want, you can also put this on one line in the design, like this:

<TextStart><(WearerNumber)><”
“><(WearerName,1,12)><TextEnd>

This will always just print one line on the label, starting from the
current position of the printhead. Afterwards you must use the
<ShiftForwardN><N> command to move the label to the following
position.

Special note: Please be sure the textlines you are printing will fit on
the label (on one line). If not (if the textline gets too long), the
printer will resume on the next line, with the result that the cutting
of the label will be wrong. With the option ‘add partial’ you can
restrict a field to a given length, for example:
<(WearerName,1,12)>

When you want to print a barcode on a line, this must always be put
between the commands:

<BarcodeStart>
<BarcodeEnd>

For example:

<BarcodeStart>

<(IDCode)>

<BarcodeEnd>

If you want, you can also put this on one line in the design, like this:
<BarcodeStart><(IDCode)><BarcodeEnd>

This will always just print one line on the label, starting from the
current position of the printhead. For the barcode, an automatic

‘shift forward’ will be done. But it’s recommended to use a ‘shift
forward’ to get some space below the barcode.
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Example for Logomatic 2000

To conclude this chapter an example will be shown. This example
will print 4 lines:

<LabelStart>

<Initialise>
<LeftMarginN><014><RightMarginN><043>
<ShiftForwardN><020>

<AlignedLeft>

<NLQOn>

<TextStart>

<(CustomerNumber)><" ">
<(Firstlssuedate,3,4)> <" "><(WearerNumber)>
<TextEnd>

<ShiftForwardN><034>

<AlignedLeft>

<BarcodeH09W2Start>

<(IDCode)>

<BarcodeEnd>

<ShiftForwardN><010>

<NLQOn>

<TextStart>

<(Bank)><"/"><(Locker)><" "><(ProductDescription,1,10)>
<TextEnd>

<ShiftForwardN><034>

<NLQOn>

<TextStart>
<(WearerName,1,12)><","><(WearerFirstName,1,5)>
<TexteEnd>

<ShiftForwardN><034>

<LabelEnd>
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Appendix — Direct Print Mode &

Minilogic E

Preface

Please see the chapter ‘Appendix — Spark & Direct Print Mode” for
an introduction to the ‘Direct Print Mode’.

Design for Minilogic E

Basic structure

Print Commands

Initialise

Font

If you want to make a design for the Minilog Eprinter (trademark of
Thermopatch), the following structure must always be used.

Remark: A restriction with the ‘Direct print mode’ and the
‘Minilogic E’ is that you cannot print barcodes, so only text. If you
want to print barcodes on labels, see chapter ‘Appendix — Spark &
Minilogic E’.

Each label should look like:

<Initialise>

<CutLabel>

So each design should always start with <Initialise> and end with
<CutLabel>.

Afterwards the printer will cut and reposition the label.

There are a large number of print commands (not all will be covered
here). These can be divided in several categories like
‘Initialization’, ‘margins’ and ‘font settings’. Basically you have to
tell the printer how/where and what to print. With ‘how’ you tell the
printer how the output should look like. For example, what font
should be used and if want to show text in bold, italics or
underlined. With ‘where’ you tell the printer at what position
(horizontal and vertical) you want to print. With ‘what” you tell the
printer what to print (what text).

To be sure that commands are not kept in the printer from previous
print-actions, it is recommended to start or end the label-design with
the ‘initialise’-command.

<Initialise>
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Font Size

New Line

Character spacing

With the font-commands, you indicate the font you want to use for
the text you want to print. The following can be used.

<Courier>
<OCR-B>
<Orator>
<Orator-S>
<Prestige>
<Roman>
<Sanserif>
<Script>
<Script-C>

The size of the font can be changed with the commands:

<Pointl_08>
<Pointl_10>
<Pointl_10.5>
<Pointl_12>
<Pointl_14>
<Pointl_16>
<Pointl_18>

The number at the end stands for the size of the font. The higher the
number, the larger will be the font.

After each line you print a ‘new line” command must be used:

<10><13>

<NLQOn> (Near Letter Quality)
<DraftOn>

<BoldOn>

<BoldOff>

<lItalicsOn>

<lItalicsOff>

<UnderlineOn>
<UnderlineOff>

Commands that influence the size of the characters and the
character-spacing.

<PicaOn> (10 CPI, characters per inch)
<EliteOn> (12 CPI)

<SemiSmallOn> (15 CPI)

<SmallOn>

<SmallOff>

<WidthOn>

<WidthOff>

<ProportionalOn>

<Proportional Off>
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Where to print?

Horizontal position

Vertical position

What to print?

Printing text

You have to tell the printer where the text/barcode should be
printed; the horizontal and vertical position.

Commands for the horizontal position are:

<LeftMarginN><013> (left start position in character-units)
(in this example the position is set to “13°).
The position can be a value from 0 to 255.

The position is dependent on how you are printing the text, for
example if you use ‘PicaOn’ (10 CPI), then characters are taking
more space on each line than when you use ‘EliteOn’ (12 CPI).

<RightMarginN><043> <right end position in character-units)
(in this example the position is set to ‘43°).
The position can be a value from 0 to 255.

This command can be important if you want to center text.

Apart of this you can also use spaces to align the text. For example
(including fieldnames):

<(WearerName)><" “><(WearerFirstName)>
or:
<” “><(WearerName)>

There is only one command that can influence the vertical position,
but it must be used before and after each line you want to print.
Otherwise the label will stay on the same position, and all will be
printed on one line.

<ShiftForwardN><038>
(the value ‘38’ is just an example)
The position can be a value from 0 to 255.

With this command the label will be moved forwards vertically over
a distance of 38 units.

To get some space at the top the label you have to start with this
command, before you are going to print the data you want. Also to

get some space at the bottom of the label you have to end with this
command, after the data you have printed.

What you want to print you can decide yourself, but there is only
one type of data you can print: Text.

To print text use a command like the following:

<(WearerNumber)>
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Printing barcodes

<57 G‘>
<(WearerName,1,12)>

Or on one line:
<(WearerNumber)><" ‘“><(WearerName,1,12)>

This will always just print one line on the label, starting from the
current position of the printhead. Afterwards you must use the
<ShiftForwardN><N> command to move the label to the following
position.

Printing barcodes is not possible using the ‘Direct Print Mode” and
the Minilogic E-printer. If you want to print barcodes on labels, see
chapter ‘Appendix — Spark & Minilogic E’.

Example for Minilogic E

The following example will print a label with 3 lines.

<Initialise>

<ShiftForwardN><020>
<NLQOn><BoldOn>

<Roman>

<Pointl_14>

<LeftMarginN><005>
<(CustomerNumber)><" "><(CustomerName)>
<010><013>

<ShiftForwardN><010>
<LeftMarginN><005>
<(WearerNumber)><" "><(WearerName)>
<010><013>

<ShiftForwardN><010>

<Pointl_12>

<LeftMarginN><005>

<(IDCode)>

<CutLabel>
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Appendix — Logging messages

Preface

This chapter will explain how you can use logging in Spark.
Logging can be used to keep track of what Spark is doing. All
messages that appear in SparkEngine during print-actions can be
stored in files when logging is activated. So if there were any
problems during printing these log-files can be used during
research.

Activate logging

You activate the logging-mechanism in Spark in the following way:

=

Start SparkEngine

2. Double-click on the blinking spark in the task-bar, the main-
window will appear.

Select the option ‘System Settings’.

Select the tab-page named ‘Additional’.

At the entry ‘Logging’ choose one of the options (None,
Errors, Errors + Warnings and All).

6. Close SparkEngine — Hide or Exit - and save the settings.

arow

— Spark - Labelprint Engine x

File Help

System Settings TSPARK g

-Barcode - Manual Mode————— |~ Settings - Additional

o Barcode Length Delay fnishing pintioh. Minutes
L@ RIEXErone) {3 Barerele [o0000132 Labelfie separaior . B

Check Digit NONE " Backup ic2

Logging

% System
Setlings i longiig
 Enors

€ Enors and warnings

& Al
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Logging options

The following options are available for logging:

Option Description

No logging Logging is disabled

Errors Only log error-messages

Errors and Warnings | Only log error-messages and warnings.

All Log all messages, even if there was no error
or warning.

Location of log files

When logging is activated the log-files will be saved in the folder
‘Log’ located in the Spark-folder. For example, if the Spark-folder
is located in:

C:\Program Files\ABS\Spark

Then the log-files will be stored in the folder:

C:\Program Files\ABS\Spark\Log

This folder will automatically be created when logging has been
activated, as soon a file is created.

File names for log files

The log files that are created will have a file name like:
STOCKSPARKLOG_200601.txt
The file name itself contains the following parts:

<COMPUTERNAME><SPARKLOG_><YEAR><WEEK><.txt>

Part Description

COMPUTERNAME Name of the computer or workstation
where Spark is used.

SPARKLOG A fixed name.

YEAR The year when the log was created.
WEEK The week when the log was created.
Axt The extension of the log-file.

This means for each computer or workstation where Spark is used a
separate log-file will be created. Also per year and week a new log-
file will be created. So for each week of the year all messages will
be stored in one file.
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Contents of the log file

The contents of the log file will look like the following:

12-1-2006 11:14:50 -
12-1-2006 11:14:50 -

task, 1,1

12-1-2006 11:14:56 -
12-1-2006 11:14:56 -
12-1-2006 11:14:56 -

task, 1,2

12-1-2006 11:15:01 -
12-1-2006 11:15:01 -
12-1-2006 11:15:01 -

task,1,3

12-1-2006 11:15:02 -
12-1-2006 11:15:02 -
12-1-2006 11:15:03 -

task, 1,4

12-1-2006 11:15:07 -
12-1-2006 11:15:07 -
12-1-2006 11:15:07 -

task, 1,5

12-1-2006 11:15:09 -

ABSSOL,C01,0/1,New printer task,1,1
ABSSOL,C01,1/1, Labels added to

ABSSOL,C01,1/1,Printed to HIQ,O0,1
ABSSOL,C01,0/1,New printer task,1,2
ABSSOL,C01,1/1, Labels added to

ABSSOL,C01,1/1,Printed to HIQ,0,2
ABSSOL,C01,0/1,New printer task,1,3
ABSSOL,C01,1/1,Labels added to

ABSSOL,C01,1/1,Printed to HIQ,O0,3
ABSSOL,C01,0/1,New printer task,1,4
ABSSOL,C01,1/1,Labels added to

ABSSOL,C01,1/1,Printed to HIQ,O0,4
ABSSOL,C01,0/1,New printer task,1,5
ABSSOL,C01,1/1,Labels added to

ABSSOL,C01,1/1,Printed to HIQ,0,5

All lines are comma-separated, so you can also use an application
like ‘Excel’ to view the contents.

Each line is composed in the following way:

<TIMESTAMP><MODE><LAYOUTCODE>
<NUMBER/TOTAL><STATUS><STATUSCODE>

<SEQUENCENUMBER>

Part Description

TIMESTAMP The date and time Spark processed the
print-command.

MODE The mode of the label, for example
‘ABSSOLUTE’ or ‘ABS’.

LAYOUTCODE The layout code that was used.

NUMBER/TOTAL The number of the label/total number of
labels on one sheet.

STATUS A description of the print-command
(status)

STATUSCODE A number that indicates the status. For
errors, this will be a negative number.

SEQUENCENUMBER | The sequence number of the print-

command from the moment
SparkEngine was started.

Each time SparkEngine is (re-) started
this will be reset to 1.
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Appendix — Troubleshooting

Preface

This chapter will explain how to solve any problems during the
printing of labels. Problems can arise from different sources. The
type of problems you can expect depends on the layouts you want to
create, the type of printer you are using, the printer-driver, the
operating system and the network-environment.

Problem

Solution

Spark-Engine shows you the
following error-message:
‘1,11,3481,3399,5544,,,,13,,,,,,4
14,,” is not a valid integer value

Start ‘System-settings’ in Spark-
Engine. Change the option
‘labelfile separator’ from ;’ to
‘,’. Save the changes.

Printer HIQ Citoh S4 or HIQ-2
is printing a label that is higher
than the label you have
selected.

Please check if all settings of the
printer-driver are still the same
(option Start, Settings and
Printers). See also the appendix
for an overview of all the
required settings.

This printer can loose one or
more settings if you had to re-
connect it.

Note: if one setting in this
printer-driver is wrong it can
result in change results.

Note 2: There MUST be a space
of 2 MM at the top of the label!
(Vertical offset in layout of
Spark).

Print-out of label-layout is not
what you intended.

You can check the print-out of
your layout from SparkPrint and
the option ‘Modify Layout’ by
pressing the print-button that’s
located in the toolbar. There are
two buttons: the button ‘Print
sample with frame’ prints the
layout with a rectangle around it,
the other button prints without a
rectangle.

Note: This cannot be used for
labels that are printed using the
‘special mode’.

There are labels defined with
different heights, but they all
are printed with the same
height.

Add an extra printer under
Windows and set this as ‘default
printer’. This can also be a
‘generic’ printer. After this,
check all label-layouts and set
them again to the correct printer
and size.

The barcode on the label is
difficult to read or cannot be
read during scanning.

If you are printing barcodes on a
label, be sure there is enough
space at the left- and right-side
of the barcode. A space of at
least 7 mm is strongly
recommended.

There are errors during start

It is recommended to use
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about access violations, or
during opening of a design.

‘compatibility mode' with setting
‘Windows XP-SP-3' to prevent
these problems.
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